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THE TRAPPING AND DESTRUCTION 
OP 

EXECUTIVE ARMORED CARS 
by John A. Minnery 

Don't let this rather provocative title lead you 
to the conclusion that the author is recom¬ 
mending an open season on armored cars. In to¬ 
day's terrorist ridden society armored car sales 
and security services utilitizing armored cars are 
increasing everywhere. After reading this book 
you can easily come to the conclusion that such 
services cost thousands of dollars, and pro¬ 
vide less protection than a simple “low profile" 
would. Must reading for anyone involved in 
security — their own or someone elses. 

610.. $5.95 

JACKED UP & RIPPED OFF 
by Fred & Terri Berryman 
While traveling away from home the nonme- 
chanically inclined and elderly can easily fall 
victim to some cross-road vulture, posing as an 
honest, knowledgeable mechanic. Jacked Up & 
Ripped Off is written from actual cases of rip- 
offs and rip-off attempts. Here is a comprehen¬ 
sive gathering of some of the standard gimics 
plus a lot of new ones that the more imagina¬ 
tive rip-off artists have devised. Reading this 
book will not necessarily prevent a rip-off at¬ 
tempt on you, but will provide the knowledge 
to better enable you to make the best of a bad 
situation. 5V 2 x 8W, softcover. 

605.. $3.95 


CHEATING AT CARDS 
by Al Lampkin 

Card players awaken! Why do you lose? Gam¬ 
bling is a big business and where there's big 
business there’s usually big cheating, Al Lamp- 
king has written the, most comprehensive 
expose' of card cheating ever published. This 
book previously sold to stage performers and 
law enforcement only, however, Desert Publica¬ 
tions has just acquired the rights to this book 
and are offering it for a lower price than it pre¬ 
viously sold for. The 45 clear photos will enable 
you to learn all the cheat's secrets; from how 
the cards are marked to how the cheat stacks 
the deck. 5 1 /? x 8Vz, softcover. 

350.... . ... $6.95 
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THiN AND NOW 



GARAND RIFLES 
Ml, MIC, MID 

Available once again! The one book where de¬ 
tailed and comprehensive attention is given to 
virtually every aspect and accessory of the fa¬ 
mous Garand rifles. Slighting no details, this 
volume gives all pertinent instruction in battle¬ 
field use. Every practical and technical kink a 
Garand owner or user will need to know, in¬ 
cluding sniper scopes and mounts, variations, 
grenades and launchers, ammo, accessories and 
a complete section on the current 7.62 NATO 
conversions. A gunsmith’s delight, over 160 pp., 
175 dear illustrations. If you have a Garand 
you must have this great book. 

012. .$6.95 


AMERICA —THEN & NOW 
Coloring Book 
by J. David McFarland 

Nothing tells a story or carries a message with 
such impact as a well done cartoon with a 
satirical spirit. Warming up for some "election 
year" coloring books which we will introduce 
later, Dave McFarland strikes a more serious 
note with his “America Then & Now," This 
book is a great way for children to learn what 
America was all about before the Jimmie 
Carters started giving it away. Order a copy for 
all the children you know. 8V? x 11. 24 pp. 
900. .... $1.95 


ELECTRONIC LOCKS 
Vol. I 

Beginning with their 1980 model** the Ford 
Motor Co. now offers a “keyless ertfry" system 
as an additional accessory. This & { b x 11 manual 
contains everything about Ford's new electron¬ 
ic locking system including: Complete wiring 
diagrams; Complete operating information; 
How the owners code is obtained; How new 
codes can be entered; Places on the automobile 
where the electrical and mechanical compo¬ 
nents are located; and, perhaps the best part of 
all, a complete service diagnosis which covers 
every possible electrical or mechanical malfunc¬ 
tion in this new locking system. 

121.. $6.95 



Black Medicine II; 

WEAPONS AT HAND 
by N. Mashjro, Ph.D. 

"Weapons At Hand" presents 112 parts of the 
body that are natural weapons. Following this 
is a section radically different from convention¬ 
al self-defense theory, that lists for you more 
than 180 makeshift weapons that can save your 
life in a crisis. The weapons are all improvised 
from common items. And 50 action photos 
show the reader exactly how to use the "black 
medicine" techniques discussed in this book. 
Especially suited to the needs of bodyguards, 
security personnel, and martial artists. 5 l k x 8 l A, 
softcover, illustrated, 88 pages. 

BM-2.... $8.00 


SILENCERS 

I’atfcerns and Prfodplps 


SILENCERS PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 
Vol. 2 

Originally available as the “Final Report," this 
gem has been re-typeset and re-formated into 
large album size pages with clear photographs. 
Covers silencers of the Swedish K SMG, Sten 
Mark II SMG, Madsen Model 1950 SMG, Beret- 
ta Model 12, Uzi, 1903 Springfield, F.N. and 
F.A.L. Assault Rifle, Luger P-08 and the Beret- 
ta Model 1934. Fact crammed chapters include: 
1, Packing of Muzzel Silencers; 2. Materials for 
Packing; 3. Methods to Reduce Mechanical 
Noise; 4. Field Test Data; 5. Conclusions; 
6. Satety Accessories and; 7. Product Engineer¬ 
ing. 8^x 11, 80 pp., photos, drawings & charts. 
070.$9.95 
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THE PAPER TRIP I & II 
by Barry Reid 

You asked for them - here they are! The old and new testament of changing your 
identity. The prime requisite of any changing your identity. The prime requisite of 
any dictatorship is to identity and catalog its citizens for what they pan off as noble 
reasons when the real underlying reasons are always the same; taxing, conscription 
and elimination, if necessary. Every concerned citizen should not consider their sur- 
vival knowledge complete if they don't know at least, the fundamentals of changing 
their identity. These two books are so good, so complete, that the bureaucratic par¬ 
asites have tried in vain to defeat them because the methods described are virtually 
fool proof. In fact the Federal Advisory Committee on False Identifcations spent 
nearly two years trying to find ways to close the loop holes exposed in Vol 1 alone! 
Just a few of the items these books contain are: Adopting an alias, Taking over 
another persons ID, Where to get fake ID, The laws on fake ID, Step-by-step details 
on legally changing you name, Forms for changing your name, Where to get birth & 
death cert., Social Security No. infp. PLUS: Up-to-date summary of how Big Broth¬ 
er is now maintaining records and files — on you, Inside views on what to expect in 
the next few years regarding alternate identification, and, Practical suggestions on 
how to avoid personal data surveillance and hidden record keeping.Order either 
volume or better yet, save $2.95 by ordering the complete set. 


PT-1 . ... . ..$12.95 

PT-2...... $14.95 

BOTH VOLUMES...... $24 95 


r 






BLOODY IRON 

by Harold Jenks & Michael Brown 
“BLOODY IRON" is a revolutionary new book 
on knife fighting, written by men who have 
“been and done.” Many, never before told, 
secrets of knife fighting are revealed, including: 
life saving techniques, moves and tricks, all 
illustrated by dozens of large clear photograhs. 
“Bloody Iron” is a radical departure from all 
the previously taught techniques. You don’t 
hgve the full story on knife fighting until you 
have this book! 

424.... .$12.95 

IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 
AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 
. . . compiled form actual handbooks & other 
publications of various paramilitary groups. 
This title is not intended to indict or excite, but 
is a factual representation that will be of 
academic interest to any student of arms 
development, pyrotechnics and paramilitary 
armament. Included are original articles on how 
to make: Nitroglycerin, Plastic Explosives, 
Detonators & Primers, Fuses, Impact Ignition & 
Incendiary Devices, How to use agricultural 
type ammonium nitrate as a high explosive, 
Theory, design & construction of various types 
of silencers. PLUS — Reproduced plans of a 
homemade submachine gun, claimed to have 
been buildable in an average .home workshop 
for under $7.00. 

110. .. ..$6.95 



TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
—How The Underdog Gets Justice— 
by Victor Santoro 

In today’s society there exists a large "grey 
area" of justice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall 
short of being criminal — hence, no police help! 
Other wrongs are of such nature that is simply 
not practical or economically feasible to seek 
legal retribution. Almost everyone has been the 
victim in a situation where they couldn’t 
depend on any outside help to right a wrong. In 
this book, Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual 
encyclopedia of “dirty tricks” the underdog 
can use to get revenge. 

213 .*. $5.95 



LOCK PICKING SIMPLIFIED 

The most popular manual on locksmithing in 
the world! This manual covers the basics of 
teaching yourself how to pick locks. It is well 
illustrated, with easy to understand drawings 
and pictures. You are shown how to make your 
own picks and related tools. Also, included are 
instructions on: how to set up a lock for 
practice; why some locks are easier to pick than 
others; the use of a pick gun; electric pick guns 
with some ideas on how you could build your 
own; how to make and use a “snap” pick; how 
to make and use a set of picks for Schlage. disc 
tumbler locks. 

101. ... .................... .$4.95 






FIREARMS BOOKS 

M-14 Rifle, No. 015.$4.95 

AR-15, M-1 6 and M-16A1, No. 016.$6.95 

The Colt .45 Auto Pistol, No. 1 28.$4.95 

Browning Hi-Power Pistol, No. 125.$3.95 

.30 Carbines Ml, M1A1, M2 & M3, No.013 . . .$6.95 

Walther P-38 Pistol — Nonte, No. 1 27.$4.95 

Thompson Submachine Guns, No.031.$7.95 

AK-47 Assault Rifle, No. 135.$5.95 

Uzi Submachine Gun, No. 136.$2.95 

Submachine Guns .45, M3 &M3A1, No.032 . . .$4.95 

Swedish “K” Submachine Gun, No.137.$2.00 

Walther MP Submachine Gun, No. 138.$2.00 

Raising Submachine Guns, No. 033.$2.50 

Safn Model 49 FN Automatic Rifles, No. 134. .$3.50 
Browning Automatic Rifle, No. 026 .$3.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF Cornville, AZ 86325 

Name _ 

Address , . . . . „—---- — 

City - State - Zip - 

TITLE or BOOK No. 



Total 

If you with to add Urn purchin to your: 

» MASTER CHARGE, VISA or BANKAMERICAflO — 
Includa card ni ■ apiratt&n f air and i?ialun on 
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“WE WILL 
BURY YOU’ 

by Jim Shults cssr 


Will we allow the communists to outshoot the 
United States in the 1980 and 1984 Olympics? 



They have the finest government-supported 
shooting programs in the world. They are pro¬ 
fessional athletes, but we can beat the hell out 
of them if you and I will help. 

World class shooters start in their teens and 
continue concentrated training for up to 10 
years. This training involves two to six hours of 
dry and live firing and physical exercise six days 
a week for 50 weeks a year. 

Our shooters need sophisticated equipment, 
highly qualified gunsmiths and the finest 
coaches to develop the technique and mental 
discipline involved in Olympic shooting. 

The communists support their shooters to 
use their successes for propaganda purposes to 
continue their efforts towards world domination. 

Let’s get our people on top. Send $5-$10 (tax 
deductible) to the National Rifle Association’s: 

International Shooter Development Fund 
1600 Rhode Island Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

I Tell ’em SOF sent you. 
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COVER: “He went that-a-way!” Assault team, 
2nd Battalion, 36th Airborne, Texas National 
Guard, receives commands from platoon 
leader during attack on squad-sized bunker. 
Wooden arrow pointing in opposite direction 
marks landmine. 

AS WE GO TO PRESS 12 

SOF Staff 

Zimbabwe-Rhodesian security employment may 
be up as political situation goes down.,.the 
tubes. 


WORLD’S GREATEST 
MACHINE GUNNER? 28 

Dale L. Walker 

Death as a salesman, but life as a Soldier of For¬ 
tune. A career spanning almost four decades, 
half a dozen wars under as many flags. 


ADD FRUIT TO 

YOUR LOOM 32 

Robert Allman & Nick Ladas 

"Are you Just glad to see me, or Is It.,A new 
undercover holster. 


IDIAMIN 34 

Klfaru 

If you knew Idl, the way I knew Idl, he was a de¬ 
cent chap.. .sort of. 


“PEACE WITH HONOR” 

IN Z-R 38 

Bob Poos 

On-the-spot political analysis and forecast for 
this threatened nation. Will it be an African edi¬ 
tion of the Saigon solution? 


“WE WILL FIGHT 

TO THE DEATH” 40 

R.K. Brown 

Exclusive interview with Afghan rebel leader. 
Once again Molotov cocktails battle Soviet 
tanks. 


READY TO GO, 

READY TO FIGHT 46 

Jim Graves 

“Be prepared!” A close look at one of the 
country’s crack National Guard units. 
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ONE OF A KIND 


52 


Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 

A non-such or a unique piece? Consider a 
5.56mm M14. 


ANGOLAN BORDER 
FIREFIGHT 


54 


Al J. Venter 

South African troops get caught in near-fatal am¬ 
bush during search-and-destroy ops. 


“I WANT OUTA HERE!” 62 

John Griffith 

How to find your way In and out of strange 
territory. 


SAIGON’S DEADLY 
STREETS 66 

Nick Uhernik 

An old flame turns up.. .but she's working the 
other side of the street. 


EL SALVADOR: 
THE NEXT DOMINO 


74 


Mike Williams 

That old theory may be alive and well south of 
the border. 


THE GARAND IS BACK 82 

Jim Shuits 

Yes, the Garand is back and Geneseo’s got it. 
Springfield does a rerun of an old favorite. 

Flak. 6 

Bulletin Board .......... 8 

Full Auto.11 

Terrain & Situation.14 

Combat Pistolcraft.20 

In Review.22 

It Happened to Me .23 

I Was There.24 

Editorial.25 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 



Compare These Prices Anywhere 


overall 

• steel liladc 

• canvas sheath 


• 20" overall 

• 18" edge 

• steel bude 

• canvas sheath 


• 19” overall 
15” edge 
steel blade 
canvas 
sheath 



f HATCHET 
'• wooden handle 

• 15Vi" overall 

• 2 lbs. 


SAWTOOTH 

MACHETE 

• 25” overall 

• sawteeth 

on back « 


^ CAMP 

AXE 

• fiberglass handle 

• lSV5r over*!! 

• mibs. a 


COMBAT 

KNIFE 


• 12” overall 

• 7”edge 

• steel Blade 

• sheath 


MARINE 

KNIFE 

• IO 1 / 2 ” overall - 

• 5”edge dj 

* steel blade 

* sheath M 


• 9W’overall^) 

• 5” edge 

• steel Blade 

• sawteeth on back 

• sheath 

• whetstone 


survival; 

KNIFE 


LIMITED II 
OH-bK 


ONLY 


Please send me__ knife(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 

$5.95 each or $5.00 eacb in quantities of 9 or more. Add 
$1.00 postage for first knife and 50 cents for each addi¬ 
tional knife. Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 


Knives Available (Enter numberit) desired) 

Quart. Quart. Quart. Quart. 

A C_ E G 

B 

D 

F H_ 

Name 


I 

Addrest 

City 

State 

Zip 


VISA 

MASTER CHAROF 

Exp. Date ■ 


Card Number. 


Signature _ 

Mail to: TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL, 

P.O. Box 881, Dept SF~4 C&nfcm, AL 35045. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 



FLAK 




C AMMY RIFLE 
REQUEST ... 

Sirs: 

I’m interested in putting a camouflage 
finish on my rifle. Please tell me how I can 
put this finish on my piece or who in this 
country provides this source. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Ferron 
Pt. Arena, California 
See “Combat Modifying the MIA , ” 
SOF, September *78, p. 80—The Eds. 
EADLIER 

SEX SPEAKS OUT ... 

Sirs: 

Thanks very much for your article on 
“Women Warriors” (August *79). Too 
bad our military forces have been so 
backward in realizing the combat poten¬ 
tial of women. We can certainly be the 
deadlier sex if so inclined and trained. 
More power to you. 

Deb Lansden 
Jacksonville, Florida 
IME TO RING 
BATF ... 

Sirs: 

“BATF’s War on Civil Liberties” (Oc¬ 
tober ’79) made me relish the fact that I 
am one of the “anti-government char¬ 
acters, intent on subverting this country’s 
laws,” mentioned therein. I wish to take 
the opportunity (with the help of your 
magazine) to do my part toward the ha¬ 
rassment of BATF by distributing their 
unlisted, toll-free tracing number: 1 (800) 
424-9420. It can be used to have firearm 
serial numbers traced if one impersonates 
a law “encroachment” officer suitably. 

Your readers will also probably enjoy 
using the number to let BATF know what 
their opinions are. 

Yours very truly, 

The Tampa Bay Kid 
Although we usually don't publish let¬ 
ters from those who give no signatures 
and addresses , we thought we*d pass this 
information on to you.—The Eds. 


I DES DREAM 
FACTORY ... 

Sirs: 

Many thanks for printing the article on 
“Idi’s Guest House” (“Uganda Licks Its 
Wounds,” October *79). When this place 
was first reported on by Time , the details 
released were pretty heavy stuff for 
Time's ideal-reader type. A gang-rape to 
death of a middle-aged blonde American 
Peace Corps woman was a prime item of 
Idi’s hospitality, not to mention the 
“heroic” murder of an old, ill Jewish 
lady. Were East German and/or Cuban 
“technical advisors” present at these 
charming socialist scenarios? But there 
have been no more articles in the Western 
press on this topic. My goodness, no! We 
wouldn’t want to disturb our African 
“friends,” would we? 

When the Third World War (no pun in¬ 
tended) takes place, as it will, I can only 
regret I will be “too old” to be back in 
military intelligence work. May all the 
fairy castles of all the smiling faggots in all 
the state departments of the Western 
world crash down on their heads every 
time their handiwork turns over another 
small nation to the gentle mercies of a 
“people’s government.” 

Sincerely, 

Harry B. Adams 
Wichita, Kansas 
ERCHANT MARINE 
FIGHTERS TOO ... 

Sirs: 

Let me tell you about America’s fourth 
arm of defense: the Merchant Marine. 
They are real seaborne tigers in peace or 
war. I know they support our nation’s 
armed forces. Yet they have no recruiting 
posters or offices. They wear no uniforms 
or berets. They are treated like orphans. 

In the summer of 1977, I served on the 
Gen. H.H. Arnold (TAMG-9), a white 

Continued on page 17 
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A distinguished four-star general speaks out: 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SAVE OUR COUNTRY 
FROM NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION. 



Your President hasn’t told you. The Department 
of Defense hasn’t told you. The press hasn’t told 
you. General Walt’s urgent message may come as 
a terrible shock. Here are facts so important you 
cannot afford to be without them. Facts once available 
only to Presidential advisors and top brass. Facts our 
muzzled military cannot discuss without risking General 
Singlaub’s fate in Korea. It’s a book you and all your 
friends must read if you are to plan for the future. 

You’re invited to examine The Eleventh Hour for 15 
days on an absolute, no-strings-attached money-back 
guarantee. If you decide the book is not one of the 
most important you've ever owned ' just return it within 
the 15 days, and well refund your $9.95 in full, no 
questions asked. 

At least, you’ll know the names of the men responsible for 
the coming nuclear war. 


name 

address 


Send $9.95 for THE ELEVENTH HOUR 
plus 75c for postage and handling, 
a total of $10.70, to: 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Box 693 - Dept. Adv. 
Boulder, CO 80306 


expiration date 


state 
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THE ULTIMATE IN 
SURVEILLANCE! 



K-88 FORWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 


• See them long before they see you! 
... If they ever do, it will be up to 
you and on your terms! 

• So powerful are these optics that 

you can identify a vehicle at 6 
miles! ... Identify aircraft at 22 
miles! ... A sentry’s weapon at 4 
miles! 

• Can be used as a telephoto lens 
as well! (Specify your current 35mm 
SLR and add $25) 

• Field Model comes complete with 
mini-pod, erecting prism, case, and 
36x eyepiece (add $30 for lOOx 
eyepiece) 

LIGHT AMPLIFYING POWER = 
160x HUMAN EYE 

AVERAGE MAGNIFICATION = 
36x1OOx 

EFFECTIVE FOCAL LENGTH = 
1000mm (40 inches) 

TUBE LENGTH = 

200mm (8 inches) 

TUBE DIAMETER = 
125mm (5 inches) 

CLEAR APERATURE = 
90mm (3.5 inches) 
WEIGHT = 4 lbs. 

PRICE: $295.00 ppd. 

Send Cash. Postal Money Order, Certified 

Checks ONLY or Master Charge, Visa, or 

American Express number to: 


R.M.S. INC 

P.O. BOX 4489 

BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 
U.S.A. 

QUANTITY PURCHASE 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 





N EW RHODESIAN 
CARBINE ... 

Mars Enterprises (PVT) Ltd., trading 
as Bulawayo Armoury, 142 Main 
Street, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe-Rhode- 
sia, is currently offering a new semi¬ 
automatic carbine called the T.S. Ill, 
which fires 9mm parabellum ammo. 

The carbine is 28 inches long, has 
an 8 V 2 -inch barrel and weighs just 
seven pounds. The carbine has been 
adapted to use the standard FN 
Browning pistol magazine. The stock 
is wood, the body is steel-coated with 
baked epoxy resin and the barrel, trig¬ 
ger, trigger guard, sights (rear- 
aperture and adjustable front-post) 
are blued. It has a slide-cocking han¬ 
dle on the right and a sliding catch on 
the rear left-hand side of the trigger 
guard for a safety. The carbine uses 
the breech-blowback firing system. 

The double-row, center-feed maga¬ 
zines have a capacity for 13, 20 or 30 
rounds and the rate of fire semi¬ 
automatic is 30 rounds in 25 seconds. 

I NFLATION REDUCES 
SOF PAGES TO 96 ... 

As of March 1980 SOF has returned 
to a 96-page issue. In December SOF 
went to 112 pages and raised its price 
$.25. We thought we could maintain 
112 pages with that increase, the first 
for SOF since the first issue in July 
1975, but we found after further 
evaluation that this was impossible. 


Hopefully, increased sales will al¬ 
low us to hold the line against infla¬ 
tion so that an additional price in¬ 
crease will not be required. 


THE OWNER OF THIS 
PROPERTY IS ARMED 



A rmed and 
alive ... 

The Second Amendment Founda¬ 
tion has started a new program called 
Armed And Alive. 

SAF President Alan M. Gottlieb has 
four goals for the program: 1 ) to com¬ 
pile and broadcast through the media 
a list of real-life cases where 
Americans have survived criminal at¬ 
tack through use of a firearm; 2 ) to 
challenge legislation in the courts to 
help victims of crime secure their 
rights and to research existing laws 
governing self-defense; 3) to defend 
law-abiding gun owners caught in 
some legal trap for defending them- 


Continued on page 18 
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THE 

VIETNAM WAR: 

An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 
in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 
Forward by 

General William Westmoreland 


This extensive and impressive 
volume provides an objective analysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of¬ 
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic, heavy-impact photographs, 
many never before published, docu¬ 
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France’s attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region. Next is the story of in¬ 
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities, the full 
story of American involvement, Viet- 
namization and reduction in American 
strength, the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun¬ 
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat, is ex¬ 
amined technically, with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight, clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian conflict. 

370 illustrations including 250 col¬ 
or photographs, black-and-white pho¬ 
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams. 





SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Name 

BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 


Enclosed is $17.95 per copy plus Address _ 

$1.75 for postage and handling. 

Please send_book(s). Colo¬ 
rado residents add 3V2% sales tax. City-State 


Zip 


n— 
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FULL 

AUTO 


Chuck Taylor 


O NE of the gimmicks suggested for in¬ 
creased speed and efficiency in 
reloading a rifle, SMG, or AR is the 
method of taping two or even three mag¬ 
azines in end-to-end or staggered fashion. 
It is claimed that doing so allows the firer 
to quickly and more easily reload his 
weapon by merely inverting the fresh 
magazine over the spent one and inserting 
it into the firearm. 

It is widely advertised, too, with a 
number of merchandising companies even 
going so far as to market a spring-steel 
“jungle clip,” as it has become known, to 
simplify the process of attaching the 
magazines together. 

While we have all seen this practice 
demonstrated in the cinema, television 
and at the local firing range or gun shop 
(it looks neat, you know), I have, over the 
years, noticed a conspicuous absence of it 
worldwide among professionals who carry 
shoulder arms with detachable box mag¬ 
azines. 

Before someone cries, “Foul!” — un¬ 
derstand I am not saying that anyone who 
carries his magazines in this manner is 
necessarily a slob, only that I have never 
seen or heard of it. And believe me, I have 
looked. 

Let’s examine the practice and see if it 
possesses any practical value. First, at¬ 
taching two or three 20/30-rd. mags 
together irtimediately upsets whatever in¬ 
trinsic balance the weapon may possess 
and seriously reduces or even eliminates 
its handiness as well. 

Second, the protruding magazine(s), al¬ 
ready an annoying “catch-all,” for under¬ 
growth, slings, web gear and human fore¬ 
arms, has instantly doubled its protrusion 
length, aggravating an already serious 
problem and creating an additional 
headache when using the weapon effi¬ 
ciently from the prone position. 

Third, what about the ammunition 
housed in the lower magazine(s)? Unless 
APRIU80 


some sort of rubber or plastic cap is used 
to prevent it, dirt, mud, sand, or other 
foreign matter will quickly enter the 
magazine, causing corrosion to form on 
both the ammo and interior surfaces of 
the magazine itself. And, of course, we all 
know what will happen to the rubber or 
plastic caps, don’t we? 

Fourth, we address the matter of how 
to carry magazines altered via the method 
in question. Most military organizations 
have standardized magazine pouches to fit 
the magazines of the particular weapons 
in use by the military entity concerned. 
Almost all of the examples with which I 
have worked are satisfactory for their in¬ 
tended purpose. When the individual be¬ 
gins horsing around with his equipment 
unnecessarily which, in this case he must 
do to accommodate magazines attached 
together, loss of continuity, weapon effi¬ 
ciency, and acceptable logistic status can 
and usually does become seriously ap¬ 
parent within a short period of time. In 
any event, what possible combinations 
might be created to solve the problem are 
best left up to the imagination of the in¬ 
dividual, but, regardless of what solution 
one arrives at, additional or non-standard 
equipment must be used. This is an 
untenable state of affairs for obvious 
reasons. 

The question, “Is it really faster and 
easier,” now enters the discussion. Who 
knows? I have been unable to determine 
that it is because my experiments have 
shown that, for my purposes at least, at¬ 
tached magazines are more awkward to 
handle and twice as heavy as single. The 
way I see it, this translates into being twice 
the original problem, but in all fairness, I 
also point out that anyone who desires to 
do so, can, with proper motivation, time 
and coaching, accomplish anything he 
wishes. The question thus becomes: “Is it 
worth the effort?” 


I don’t think so. Why? Because, in my 
opinion, spending considerable time and 
energy on an idea that, at best, leaves one 
where he started, is not justifiable. 

I also opine that the potential con¬ 
tamination of ammo and possible damage 
to magazines, as well as increased weight, 
awkwardness and general difficulty of 
handling more than negates any increase 
in reloading speed, which I am convinced 
would be minimal if evident at all. Fur¬ 
ther, I submit that the reason the practice 
of attaching magazines together is virtual¬ 
ly nonexistent among professionals is that 
they have discovered the preceding on 
their own and adhere to the old axiom, 
“keep it simple, stupid,” for a reason. 


The reason? It works. 



Ready for anything? Maybe not. You may have the 
finest weapons in the world with heaps of ammo for 
each. You may have freeze dried food, medical supplies 
and a retreat secure from howling mobs. You may have 
Krugerrands, solar power and more tools than a Panzer 
Division. 

None of It will do you a bit of good against weapons 
I that will Kill you like a roach on the kitchen floor. 
Nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. You can pro¬ 
tect yourself from them as sureiy as against hostile in¬ 
truders and economic crashes but you must have the 
knowledge to do so. 

Surviving Doomsday shows the individual how to sur¬ 
vive the three deadliest modes of total war. Available in 
this country for the first time, Surviving Doomsday tells 
you how to build a shelter, stockpile intelligently, 
monitor the danger and acquire individual protective 
equipment. Illustrated in full color, large format. A must 
I for every survival library, order today! $6.95 + 55<t 
postage. 

SURVIVING DOOMSDAY 



LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35168 
HOUSTON, TX 77035 

Wrien in Houston visit us at 2409 Times Bivd. Complete 
illustrated catalog of world milltaria $1. 
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AS WE GO TO PRESS 

Zimbabwe-Rhodesian Security 
Employment Up 

by SOF Staff 



GERBER 

LEGENDARY 

BLADES 

introduces 
COMMAND I 
and 

COMMAND II 


Exciting new 
survival knives, 
from the creators 
of the original 
Mark l and Mark II 
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D ESPITE the British-arranged and 
monitored cease-fire in Zimbabwe- 
Rhodesia, job prospects there remain 
good, particularly with the Anglo- 
American Corporation. 

Anglo-American, the largest private 
firm in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and among 
the largest in all southern Africa, is look¬ 
ing for seasoned professionals. 

The ideal candidate is a former noncom 
or junior officer who has combat ex¬ 
perience in the infantry or armored. 

Applicants should thoroughly fam¬ 
iliarize themselves with both the NATO 
and Warsaw Pact families of weapons. It 
is also a good idea to bring a personal 
sidearm and/or an AR 15 if that is one’s 
preferred weapon and caliber. 

Anglo-American has a variety of job 
openings including the command of five- 
man reaction sticks that respond to alarms 
at farms, ranches, mines, etc. There are 
also openings in security forces that guard 
logging convoys and as ranch security 
guards, protecting against cattle rustlers. 

The firm is not interested in racists — 
those hired will be responsible for training 
and working with the indigenous person¬ 
nel, members of either the Mashona or 
Matabele tribes. 

The contact in Salisbury is Mr. B.A.D. 
(Tony) Gray, Director of Security, Anglo- 
American Corp., P.O. Box 1108, Salis¬ 
bury, Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. 

Applicants should send him a brief — 
but complete — no-nonsense resume. 

Pay is about $750 U.S. a month with 
room and board included. 

Gray, interviewed recently by SOF, 
stresses that the work is dangerous and he 
is interested in only cool, level-headed 
types who don’t panic. 

And Gray stressed that he is not in¬ 
terested in flaky types — like one who 
recently strode into his office clad in a 
zebra skin and wearing an American in- 
dian war bonnet. “Said something about 
being an indian chief and claimed he had 
killed, skinned out and tanned the hide he 
was wearing to prove how good he was in 
the bush,” Gray laughed. 

Gray has a final tip for applicants: Get 
hold of some literature and maps of ZR 
and study them thoroughly. “Too many 
chaps who have potential come over here 
uninformed or misinformed. A little 
homework can result in an applicant being 
chosen over someone who is ignorant,” 
he said. 

There is also day-to-day work in some¬ 
thing called “brightlighting.” This is 
handled through the Rhodesian Farmers 
Union and it involves “farm sitting,” just 
spending a day on guard at a farm or 
ranch while the owner is away. 

Pay for this work ranges from $15 to 
$25 Rhodesian a day, plus room and 
board. This sort of day-to-day work is 

Continued on page 37 
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PHOENIX 

THE 

TEKNA KNIFE 


Weight is 5 oz.; overall length is 
71/2 inches with Va inch thick 
stainless blade having a 
Rockwell hardness of 57-59. 
The sheath is ABS plastic in¬ 
jection moulded with a spring 
loaded one handed ambidex¬ 
trous thumb release. The 
straps are Velcro with auto 
spring loaded tensioning 
buckle. 

PRICE 

s 34.95 

Plus $1.25 

Postage and Handling 




TEKNA-LITE II 

5.5” long, 1.125” diameter pocket light weighs only 4 
oz., yet runs 4 hours on 2 AA Alkaline cells. Fool¬ 
proof rotating lens switch with virtually indestruc- 
table ABS and polycarbonate body. 1300 
candlepower white light output is unmatched for its 
size. Completely waterproof to 2000 feet. $9.95 

HOLDER 

2” long neoprene holder with conveniently adjustable 
Velcro Strap allows light to be mounted on arm, 
ankle, dashboard or backpack. $4.95 
APRIL/80 


TEKNA-LITE I 

5.5” long, 9 oz. rechargeable NiCad powered light can be 
recharged 1000 times. Nearly indestructable ABS and 
polycarbonate body takes up only 15 cu. inches, yet has the 
same 4000 candlepower output of a 4-cell flashlight twice 
its size. Its Nickel Cadmium batteries provide over an hour 
burn time in -40°-250° temperatures. Waterproof to 2000 
feet. $34.95 

VISA Dept. SF-381 

Mastercharge p, 0 . Box 693, 

Overseas Orders add 20% Boulder, Colo. 80306 
Colo. Residents add 3% 

Include SI 00 for Postage and Handling. 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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TERRAIN & 
SITUATION 

Jerry Ahem 


A G. Russell, the man who brought us 
the Sting, a sleeve-knife-sized 
hideout blade of superlative quality, has 
done it again with two variations on the 
original Sting. One is a modification of 
the original knife featuring an all-steel 
handle — the knife is all one unit. The se¬ 
cond variation is a king-size model. 

This latter, called the Sting II, embodies 
the term “good, stout knife/’ Of the 
same design as the smaller Sting I and 
identical in looks, the new Sting II 
features a blade running 3-7/8 inches 
long, as compared to 3-3/8 inches for the 
original model. The handle is 4-3/8 inches 
long, the original Sting’s 314 inches. 
Weight of the Sting II is four ounces, 
compared to three ounces for the original. 



Like the current sheath for the Sting I, 
the Sting II has a ruggedly-built, tight- 
fitting, black water-buffalo-hide holster 
with polished-nickel spring-steel belt clip, 
allowing the new knife to be carried inside 
or outside the trousers or in a boot top or 
pocket. 

The Sting IA, stainless steel like the 
other Sting models, is designed for the 
person who wants a knife that is literally 
all one-piece. Handle area indentatlailS-^-^^” 1 ^^!]-framed revolver carry. Lately, 


is a formidable-appearing blade and much 
more serious if a situation comes to a 
fight. Crafted in Germany for A.G. Rus¬ 
sell, all three of these stainless knives 
make a fine investment for a knife collec¬ 
tion or for personal defense. Double- 
edged spear-points, they are not really 
designed for outdoor use, though Russell 
confides several Sting users have written 
that their knives see duty for everything 
from hunting and fishing chores to use as 
a sailor’s knife. For more information on 
all three Sting models write AG. Russell at 
Dept. SOF, 1705 Highway 71 North, 
Springdale, AR 72764, U.S.A. 

A LESSI custom concealment holsters 
have been written about before in 
T&S, their inside-the-pants holster being 
this writer’s top choice for carrying the 
Walther PPK/S. Aside from a well-made, 
functional ankle rig, Alessi also produces 
what is probably the most practical hide¬ 
out shoulder rig currently available — and 
one of the safest. 

The Alessi shoulder holster has been 
mentioned here before, but in connection 


provide a positive gripping surface for this 
attractive utilitarian-looking knife. Iden- - 
tical in size to the original Sting I, weight 
of the all-steel IA is V/i ounces. The 
sheaths for the I and IA are identical. 

The Sting I or IA would be hard to im¬ 
prove for concealment, while the Sting II 


I’ve been using an Alessi rig with the ex¬ 
cellent little Detonics .45, and both items 
together, make for a most potent conceal¬ 
ment package. 


Continued on page 90 


Precision is something Germans are famous for . .. but H&K makes an art of it! 



Presenting H&K’s 
Semi-Automatic 
Rifle 


Delayed roller-lock bolt con¬ 
struction—up to 50% less recoil 
than other weapons of their 
type. 

The HK91 and 
HK93 are among the 
most advanced weapons of 
their type in the world. 


Model HK91 .308 cal. shown 
with rigid stock, light bipod 
and scope f Model A-2) 


Model HK93 .223 cal. shown 
with retractable stock 


(Model A-3) 


HECKLER a KOCH, me 


933 N. KENMORE ST., SUITE 210 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 • (703)525-3182 


Write for our 20-pg. catalog of new & exciting H&K weapons. Include $2.00 for postage & handling. 
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Now! A New and Exciting 

Adventure Book Club 



1. Escape From Laos By Dieter Dengler. The author’s 
unprecedented escape from a Pathet Lao prison camp 
and his dramatic rescue. An epic struggle for survival 
Publisher’s Price S10.95. Member's Price S8.95 

2. The Wild Goose: The Irish Soldier in Exile By Maurice N 
Hennessy. Story of the many soldiers of fortune who left 
Ireland to fight in other lands. They charged into every 
major conflict from Louis XIV to WWII. Illust. Publisher's 
Price S9.95. Member's Price S8.50 

3. The Grunts By Charles R. Anderson. The true story of 
what happened to one marine company during one 58- 
day operation in Viet Nam and after. A powerful and 
shaking description of the horrors of war. Publisher's 
Price $9.95. Member’s Price $7.95 

4. The Terrorists: Their Weapons. Leaders and Tactics By 
Christopher Dobson and Ronald Payne. The inside story 
of the men and women who threaten us daily. A complete 
intelligence dossier including full-color illustrations of 
weapons of terror. Publisher’s Price $14.95. Member’s 
Price $11.95 

5. Fedor’s Worldwido Adventure Guide. Handbook of practical 
information about exotic destinations and activities 
including Africa, Asia. Europe and South America. Fasci¬ 
nating trips, extraordinary expeditions, wilderness 
adventures. 376 pages Publisher’s Price S10.95. 
Member’s Price $8.9 


6. The Save-Your-Life Defenss Handbook By Matt Braun. A 
former Ranger covers the full range or defense tactics 
needed to protect self, home and family from unwanted 
intruders Deadly serious techniques. 60 action photos. 
Publisher's Price $10.00 Members Price S8.50 

7. The Last Adventurer By Rolf Steiner A gripping story of a 
modern Legionnaire turned mercenary. Military exper¬ 
tise teamed with moral integrity on the battlefields of 
Indochina. Algeria. Biafra and the Sudan. Publisher’s 
Price $9.95. Member's Price $8.50 

8. Small Arms of The World. New. completely revised 11th 
edition of the most comprehensive firearms reference 
ever published. Arms of 42 nations from 1900 to present. 
672 pages, over 2000 photos. Publisher's Price $25.00 
Member’s Price $14 95 

9. Death In Ihe Long Grass: A Big Game Hunter’s Adventure in 
the African Bush By Peter Hathaway Capstick. Hunting 
the most dangerous animals in the worid. A life and 
death adventure as thrilling as any novel goes into the 
heart of darkness to view the Africa few people have 
seen. Publisher’s Price $10.00. Member’s Price $8.50 

10. Chopperl By Bern Keating. Pictorial saga and history of 
choppers in action—in war and peace. All the romance 
and excitement of these extraordinary machines. Over 
200 photos, many in color. Publisher's Price $16.95. 
Member s Price S14.40 




Adventure Book Club Dept. 2SOF, 33 Union Square West, New York, N.Y. 10003 


■m Please enroll me as a Charter Member of 
5® the new and exciting ADVENTURE BOOK 

CLUB. Send me selection #_as my 

first selection. As my FREE selection, send me 

selection #_1 will pay the special 

membership price for my . ... J 

receive the second selecfi 


ve absolutely FF 

will be described to me in a monthly advance bul¬ 
letin and I may decline any book by simply retufn- 
ing the printed form always provided. I agree to 
buy as few as four additional books atthe reduced 
Member’s Price (plus a small shipping charge) dur- 
ion that I have indicated ing the next 12 months, and I may resign at any 
time thereafter. 


Name- 


Address 
City_ 


State— 


-Zip- 


□ I enclose $_ 


Telephone No.- 


. (You pay postage) □ Bill me (I pay postage) 
_Signature_ 


Buy One - Get One Free! 
Choose Any 
One Of These Best- 
Selling Adventure 
Books At The Special 
Member’s Price And 
Take One Other 
Absolutely Free! 

The Adventure Book Club is for you, the man who 
craves action. You are the man who strives to 
experience all the excitement of struggle, achievement 
and victory You want to know more about your world 
of adventure and all it can hold for you. You are the 
veteran, the climber of mountains, tne hunter, the 
skydiver, the soldier of fortune, the explorer of the 
unexplored. You want to know what is happening in the 
action spots around the globe. You want to have In¬ 
formation about your gear, your weapons, how to get 
there and what to do when you arrive. 

The editors of The Adventure Book Club have built THE 
book club for adventurers. We will not flood you with 
books you can purchase at any drugstore or news 
stand. We will pick from books throughout the world 
the very best for you. You will be able to choose books 
on all subjects that are important to you: weapons; self- 
defense; aircraft; combat; hunting; insurgents; 
intelligence services; mercenaries; terrorists; and travel. 
In addition, we also offer you fantastic true adventures 
and some of the finest fiction available today, We will 
provide you with the information you need to stay vital 
and aware, and in quieter times, entertain you with 
tales of men like yourself. 

As a club member, you will get these books at a very 
substantial savings—as much as 60 % off publishers list 
prices. We save you the bother of looking from store to 
store for the books you want, and we wifi save you 
money. 

HOW MEMBERSHIP WORKS: Every month you will receive the ADVENTURE 
NEWS. This informative bulletin describes the Current Selection plus all of 
the other Alternate Selections. If you wish to purchase the Current 
Selection, DO NOTHING and it will be shipped to you automatically. If you 
want one or more of’the Alternate Selections—or ND book at ail that 
month—just indicate your decision on the printed form always provided. 
You will always have at least 10 days to make a decision. If your Bulletin 
is delayed in the mail and you receive the Current Selection without 
havinghad 10 days to decide whether or not you want it. just return it at 
our expense. 
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How can a Subscription to 

SOF save you money? 



□ Send SOLDIER OF FORTUNE to my home for one 
year (12 issues) SAVE 25% over newsstand price. 

□ Bill me $20.00 □ Payment enclosed 

□ I’m a new subscriber □ This is a renewal order 

Name _ _ 


Address 
City_ 


.State. 


_ 

-Zip, _ 


(Note: For foreign and Canadian service mail orders 
add $5 per year for postage and handling.) 


When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 

techniques that save you time and money— 

and maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 

new developments in weaponry that are 

not found eleswhere. And from our correspondents, you 

get timely first-hand reports from Africa, 

S.E. Asia and Latin America. 

So spoil yourself, and buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness survival, and 
discover products you only dreamed about. 
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ship under U.S. Navy, Military Sealift 
Command Pacific (USN-MSC-Pac). The 
ship was funded and sponsored by CIA 
and NASA. For three months we cruised 
15 nautical miles off the USSR unarmed 
in the Bering Sea. 1 know the Army SF, 
Rangers, SEALs and Marine Force Recon 
have not been there. We were! 

Acta non verba, 

Alfred Vasquez 
Texas City, Texas 

R equests real 
rifle ... 

Sirs: 

As you probably know, there are at 
least eight different bills now circulating 
in Congress to reinstate the draft. As a 
15-year-old high school sophomore, 1 will 
be draftable come summer 1982. And 
while 1 cannot speak for all those who are 
in my age group, 1 can say on my own be¬ 
half that a number of my friends, if asked, 
will serve, and if need be, fight for our 
country. 

But just as you cannot stop communist 
tanks with rocks — as the poor, oppressed 
Czechs found out — you cannot stop 
communists with M-16s. To put it bluntly, 
we are disturbed by the thought of actual¬ 
ly having to go to war armed with that 
glorified .22 calib. “thing” that the Army 
has the gall to call an assault rifle. In 
short, the M-16 has got to go, ’cause, 
man, it’s our hide that’s on the line, and 
we want to come home with our shield — 
not on it. 

Respectfully, 

Andrew A. Weisburd 
Red Bank, New Jersey 

U NICEF FUNDS 
QUERIED ... 

Sirs: 

Recently in the local newspaper I notic¬ 
ed an article discussing the use of 
UNICEF funds for the purchase of com¬ 
bat first-aid pouches for Z1PRA terrorists 
infiltrating into Rhodesia. This may be 
old news to you but I was not aware of it. 
We should look into fund-raising ac¬ 
tivities such as the UN “Children of the 
World” Christmas cards before support¬ 
ing them. 1 personally think the UN has 
done as much for world peace as the 
AK-47. 

Thanks, 

J.W. 

Amarillo, Texas 

Nothing the UN does would surprise us. 
A friend of ours recently described that 

Continued on page 70 



TI|c~AVfcfclly Fully**! 

Long Traditional with British Services 
100% Virgin Wool Sweater 

British-made with matching rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Mens, womens sizes 32 
to 48. 

Get yours postpaid for only $49.95. 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride- 
up”. Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting' 1 wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue-Gray, Forest Green and V-Neck, Tan. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 



W. GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 

“ FALLSCHIRMSPRINGERST1EFEL " 


TEAKWOOD 
PARACHUTE WINGS 

Beautifully hand carved in Thailand. 
Framed and ready to be displayed. Last 
chance to obtain. Closeout. $21.50 



The original German Airborne Issue 
Boot Prized by those that know. Rugged 
and comfortable beyond compare. Black 
Leather uppers that’ll take a shine. 
Patented speed lacing system. Fully 
lined with cushioned protection for 
ankle bones. Closed tongue, 
waterproofed, double stitched, hygenic. 
Non-slip rubber heel and half-sole. A 
boot for every jumper or hiker. Sizes 6 to 
12, Regular & Wide only. Now $99.95. 
Special jump Inserts. 

The ULTIMATE. Molded to conform to 
the foot. Specify Size $7.95 



At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues, Sizes S, M, L & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 
Long Sleeve - $7.95 


‘DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

Set, only $5.95 



BERETS, Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool, fully lined, leather sweat 
band, S.F. Green, Airborne Red, 
Ranger Black, Khaki. State Head 
Size in inches. $10.50 


UTILITY CAP, USMC Type 2, new 

issue, camo pattern, S.M.L, - $5.00 


“NAME TAPES” 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camo, Genuine 
issue, rip-stop poplin. Sizes S, M. L - 


Mil-Spec web with embroidered info. 
Choice of Black on O.D., White on Blue 
or Black on White. For uniforms, 
personal equipment, etc. 4 tapes for 
$3.95. Any info can be embroidered. 


$42.95 



W. GERMAN ARMY UTILITY 
KNIFE, Victorinox made 
w/OD scales. 4 tools, SAK-542, 
Special - $11.95 


Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS. Send check. Money Order or 
Visa and Master Charge. C.O.D. (Please $15 minimum for charging orC.O.D.) to: 



Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 


Phone Orders: 
(404) 943-9336 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
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□ Check Enclosed 

□ Master Charge 

□ BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 
6% sales tax 


Card No.: 


Exp. Date: 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKING! 


MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 


Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 
Mail to: SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 


Send me_ 

copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 


Name. 

Street. 

City_ 

State _ 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 8 


selves against violent criminal attack; 
and 4) to put at the fingertips of gun 
owners the practical, legal and moral 
guidelines for the use of a firearm for 
self-defense. 

As part of the program the SAF 
urges gun owners to buy ($.25 for 1, $1 
for 5 and $3 for 20) the Armed And 
Alive window sticker on page 8. 

In addition, the SAF is offering for 
$.75 a monograph titled Armed And 
Alive, by Massad F. Ayoob. Persons 
interested in the monograph or 
sticker should write: Second Amend¬ 
ment Foundation, 1601-114th SE, 
Suite 157, Bellevue, WA 98004. 


S KI TROOPERS 

PLAN REUNION ... 

The fifth reunion of the 10th Moun¬ 
tain Division will be held June 25-30 in 
Lake Placid, N.Y. Anyone who was as¬ 
signed or attached to any 10th Divi¬ 
sion unit can get in touch with the 
organization by contacting Gerald Q. 
Nash at 5 Fox Avenue, Keene, NH 
03431. 


V IETS FIRE INTO 
THAILAND ... 

Vietnamese troops, shooting at 
Cambodian guerrillas, fired 13 mortar 
rounds into Thailand in November 
1979. There were no casualties in that 
incident but the previous day 40 Thai 
fishing vessels were reportedly at¬ 
tacked in the Gulf of Thailand. The 
Vietnamese patrol boats used ma¬ 
chine guns to chase three of the 
boats into Vietnamese waters, where 
they were seized. 


N ew arms requested 

BY BANGKOK . .. 

Shipments of supplies to Thailand 
have been accelerated at the request 
of the government in Bangkok. 

The Thais, who asked the U.S. to 
pull out its 27,000 troops stationed in 
Thailand in 1975, are moving to 
strengthen border defenses against a 
possible threat from Vietnamese 
troops in Cambodia. 

“They feel, in terms of the current 
problem that they need more military 
strength,” said Defense Department 
spokesman Thomas B. Ross. 

The Thais purchased $400 million 
in U.S. military hardware in fiscal year 
1979, more than all of their total pur¬ 
chases in the previous 23 years. 

Since July the weapons that have 
gone in include 15 M48 tanks, TOW 
and Dragon anti-tank missiles, tank- 
destroying mines, armored troop car¬ 
riers, mortars, machine guns, M16 
rifles and ammunition. 

Continued on page 77 
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Special Report 


WORLD AT WAR! 

Will the next 4 years bring 
a MAJOR depression 
...and war...to America? 


by Roy S. Wathne 
Freelance Reporter 

it A MAJOR DEPRESSION, CIVIL 
Xm. turmoil, a dictatorship and gun 
confiscation may be ahead for America,” 
now warns International Consultant and 
Survival Expert Hans J. Schneider. Far 
fetched? NOT AT ALL! 

Hans spent his childhood in the Third 
Reich ... his boyhood in the rubble of 
communist-occupied East Germany. His 
father, a former industrialist, lost $10 
million overnight and was imprisoned. 
This was a time when thousands of a 
disarmed populace were ruthlessly mur¬ 
dered. Hans and his family had to search 
the forests for food in order to survive. 

BAD TIMES AHEAD 

Don’t ignore his warning. Hans J. 
Schneider is internationally respected 
for his rather accurate political and eco¬ 
nomic forecasts. 

After twenty years of research, he 
has reached this conclusion: “America 
will go through a major depression 
within the next four years.” He foresees 
big cities as centers of bloodshed, food 
shortages, and massive unemployment. 
People unable to cope with these condi¬ 
tions, will demand a dictatorial govern¬ 
ment to restore order, just like they did 
in his own homeland, Germany. The re¬ 
sult? A MAJOR WORLD WAR. 

Hans Schneider adds: “Even if all 
these events don’t happen, any one of 
them could spell disaster to unprepared 
Americans, physically and financially.” 

“TIMELY HELP” 

Mr. Schneider has written a book 
which I believe every concerned Amer¬ 
ican should read. TIMELY AND PROF¬ 
ITABLE HELP FOR TROUBLED 
AMERICANS reveals his proven plan 
for your freedom and survival during 
economic and social turmoil. 

There is hope and help! Mr. Schneider 
is NOT a prophet of doom. In his book, 
Hans has outlined what he has done . . . 
and what you can do to prepare for— 
even profit from- these times. 288 pages 
cover: 

y Finding the right place to live in the 
turbulent times ahead 
y How to educate your children at 
home! legally! 

y What essential provisions to store 
y Simple inflation / depression-proof 
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investments with a 30-100% yearly 
increase 

y Jobs least vulnerable to unemploy¬ 
ment 

y Wilderness survival . . . Yachting for 
survival! 

y Survival hunting, unusual remedies, 
first aid 

y Independent energy sources 
y Becoming self-sufficient 
y Barter items 
J ... and much, MUCH more. 

Mr. Schneider is not a theorist, but 
actually “practices what he preaches,” 
as one newspaper reporter put it. Hans, 
his lovely wife, and their five children 
live in unspoiled wilderness next to a 
spring-fed stream, teeming with trout. 
They produce most of their own food 
and enjoy a wonderful family life. Is this 
your dream? His book shows how you 
can do it too! 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 

* “ . . . sincere and engaging . . . ’’—Art 
Seidenbaum of Los Angeles Times 

* “It is the best book I have read on the sub¬ 
ject.**—Dr. Maijorie Fry, Editor, Castle 
Rock, CO. 

* “Book is excellent. Number of my people 
want copies.”—Pastor G. A., Amarillo, TX. 

* “Your book is most appropriate for these 
days. Runaway infladon and civil disorder 
is just around the curve.”-Dr. John R. 
Andrews, M.D., Ellijay, GA. 

* “Sympathy and concern for an American 
populace headed toward what he feels is 
another period of ‘hard times’ prompted 
Hans J. Schneider to write TIMELY . . .” 
—The Mail Tribune , Medford, OR. 

* “More people should read it”— S. S., 
Atlanta, GA. 

* “His book is excepdonal not only because 
it is timely and pracdcal, but because it is 
based on actual personal experience—it is 
not a lot of idealistic theorizing or useless 
Philosophy.**—R. A. Johnson, Survival Ed¬ 
itor for Inflation Survival Letter . 

You can order TIMELY AND PROF¬ 
ITABLE HELP FOR TROUBLED 
AMERICANS for just $9.95 postpaid— 
certainly one of the best investments 
you will ever make. And his advice can 
profit you no matter where you live or 
what the economic condition may be! 

TWO OTHER UNIQUE BOOKS 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of 2 
other excellent books. His latest, FLY¬ 
ING TO BE FREE (256 pages), is his 
personal never-before-told story of his 



Hans J. Schneider believes we are headed 
for a disastrous social and economic period. 
But he has practical advice to help you profit- 
ably survive this time. _ 

boyhood passion for flying in his com¬ 
munist-occupied homeland, the years 
he spent on dangerous aviation missions 
through war-torn Europe and the near- 
fatal accounts of his travels in almost 
100 countries. It is beautifully illus¬ 
trated with over 110 photos/drawings 
and a full-color cover. 

MASTERS OF LEGALIZED CON¬ 
FUSION AND THEIR PUPPETS (55,- 
000 copies in print!) is an undisputed 
eye-opener written without compromise. 
These volumes will make wonderful ad¬ 
ditions to your library. 

Now ALL THREE books can be ob¬ 
tained for a special 25%-off price of 
only $15.95 ($5.40 off the regular 
price). 

HOW TO ORDER 

To order, simply clip the coupon be¬ 
low and send witli your check or money 
order to the Publisher. Or, charge it to 
your Master Charge or VISA credit 
card. Books can even be sent direct to 
your friends “with your compliments” 
if you so desire. Prompt shipment is 
guaranteed. 


A TIME OF CRISIS 

If you feel like I do that conditions 
will get worse . . . that America is head¬ 
ed for a time of crisis, why not order 
these books now before it is too late? 
Write today. The small cost is certainly 
worth the peace of mind. 


_Special Discount Offer Coupon __ 

I WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 

■ P.O. Box 105, SF-30 I 

. Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. . 

I □ YES! I want to be prepared. I enclose ' 

$_. Please rush me postpaid: I 

* _Timely and Profitable Help for ' 

| Troubled Americans @ $9.95 $__i 

| -YES! I want ALL THREE books | 

by Hans J. Schneider for only 
$15.95 ($5.40 off)! 

1 Print I 

| Name _.__ i 

Address_ 

| City_ | 

| State_ Zip | 

CHARGE IT: □ VISA Exp Date_,/,__ 

□ Master Charge Bank Number_| 


Credit Card #. 


J 
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LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center. 

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 170-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE. SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol Insitutute 
Box 401-x Paulden, AZ 86334 


BEWARE 



steel, the Dwarf is an 
evil companion that you 
wouldn’t want to take 
home to mother ... but it is a 
sturdy mother. The Dwarf 
has no saving graces, but at 
under 7" overall — end with 
its special black sheath — 
it can be hidden almost any¬ 
where. You’ll have to see it 
to believe it... but Beware. 


To Order Send $22.50 to: 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UN LTD. 

P.0. Box 18595 -SOF 
Atlanta. Ga. 30326 
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COMBAT 

PISTOLCRAFT 


Jeff Cooper & Ken Hackathorn 



SOF’s Combat Pistolcraft column wel¬ 
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a question or contribution, send it to 
Jeff Cooper , care of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. For a quick, personal reply, in¬ 
clude a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Q I am considering buying a 9mm 
• automatic pistol. Due to the fact 
that I have a small hand, 1 am uncomfor¬ 
table with large pistols in .45 caliber. I 
made expert in the Army with the .45 but 
the size was a problem. 

What is your evaluation of the H&K 
VP70Z, the Beretta 92 and 84P in .380? I 
have a number of guns but no double¬ 
action in 9mm. The H&K P9S in .45 D/A 
looks good but I don't know about size of 
grip and recoil. 

M.Z. 

Nantucket, Massachusetts 

A Small hands are a difficult problem 
• in pistolcraft. Most serviceable 
weapons are somewhat too large for a per¬ 
son with a hand which is conspicuously 
undersized, and this goes for both the 
nines and the major calibers. 

The H&K VP70 is a specialist weapon 
which would certainly not suit a small 
hand. Also, its three-shot burst capacity 
makes it an automatic weapon in the eyes 
of the law and would involve you in a 
great deal of difficulty if you wished to 
purchase it as a non-commercial operator. 

The Beretta 91 is a serviceable weapon 
but again somewhat large for your hand. 
The Beretta 380 is possibly more suitable 
to your hand but I do not suggest any 
weapon in this caliber for serious defen¬ 
sive use. The H&K P9 is even more of a 
problem for a small hand than the others 
you have mentioned, its double-action 
stroke being particularly long. 

Before you give up on the large caliber, 
you should at least handle a Star PD. This 
might not be considered a heavy-dutv 
gun, but it should do for your purposes 
and might just match your hand size. 

Q Is there any really safe way of car- 
• rying a double-action revolver with 
no safety? I have a S&W Airweight which 


is exactly what I need for protection of my 
property — a jewelry shop. It's quick and 
loud, but fairly dangerous because the 
hammer is exposed. I guess what 1 need is 
a holster with a strap to hold the hammer 
down. 

Also, Pm left-handed and do a bit of 
prospecting in rattler country (eastern 
Oregon) — want to grab a handful with¬ 
out losing a toe! 

K.A. 

Portland, Oregon 

A There is no problem in carrying 
• any modern double-action revolver 
in a safe condition without a safety. The 
weapon is safe as holstered with its ham¬ 
mer down and positive block between the 
f iring pin and primer. You need no ''strap 
to hold the hammer down.” It's not going 
to cock itself without your help. 

O Pm looking for a .45 auto to use as 
• a service arm and carry off-duty as 
well. Which do you recommend for a left¬ 
hander? How would you set it up? 

I believe you have said you favor the 
lightweight Commander. What sights 
would you put on to replace the fixed 
ones? What would you recommend for 
the trigger and barrel assembly to help ac¬ 
curacy? How about left-hand safety mag¬ 
azine release and such, i.e., what is 
necessary to set the gun up properly? 

Finally, I’d appreciate any information 
on Ra v Chapman's school in Columbia, 
Mo. 

M.C.S. 

St. Libory, Illinois 

A As you probably know, the Colt 
•series of heavy automatic pistols 
can easily be fitted with a left-hand or 
two-sided safety. Since you are left- 
handed that is your obvious course. 

High visibility sights are almost a 
necessity on the pistols as issued but they 
need not necessarily be adjustable — just 
large enough so that you can see them 
quickly. 

Ordinarily , the pistols do not need oc¬ 
curring as they come out of the box. The 
magazine release as issued is somewhat 
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easier for a left-hander to use than for a 
right-hander. Leave it alone. 

Though l have not visited Ray Chap¬ 
man ’s establishment in Columbia since he 
set it up, l have heard many good things 
about it. Ray is a fine shot and a good 
teacher and I am sure that time spent in 
his school would be valuable to you. 

Concerning your August 1979 col- 
• umn, I am shocked that you would 
tell anyone not to buy a 9mm hand gun. 

Please don’t tell anyone that a 9mm 
round is not good in a fire fight. I have 
seen this world’s most-used military round 
destroy a man with its destructive power. 
It also penetrated through autos, etc., and 
found its target when others didn’t. How 
can you say, in essence, that “anything 
else” would be better? 

I can’t argue with your choice of 9mm 
weapons, although I wouldn’t necessarily 
pick them in that order. The 9mm packs a 
lot more of a wallop at close quarters than 
the illustrious .223. I know because I ran 
many tests for Colt’s at Hartford and in 
the military R&D department. Many po¬ 
lice officers carry 9mm autos and the 
round has served them well. 

R.E.S. 

West Bridgewater, Massachusetts 


cal new ammunition in parabellum, but as 
we know, one cannot make a silk purse 
out of a sow's ear. 

—Jeff Cooper 
This month Ken Hackathorn discusses 
custom grips for combat guns. He prefers 
Gerry Bunch's grips, shown in the 
photograph on his custom-modified Colt 
.45. 

CCASIONALLY one runs across a 
gun accessory so nice that he must 
have it. A fancy pair of custom grips for 
my .45 auto is not really necessary. But 
while attending the IPSC U.S. Nationals 
in Park City, Utah, I noticed a number of 
competitors sporting some very nice- 
looking custom stocks on their 1911 
autos. They looked a great deal like the 
old Sanderson grips used by Jeff Cooper 
in the early days that were pictured in 
Cooper’s early edition of Fighting Hand¬ 
guns. 

Since those days, most everyone has 
been satisfied with the regulation-style 
checkered-walnut hardball grips for prac¬ 
tical use. Pachmayr Signature grips have 
been the only ones on the market to upset 
the popularity of standard-style grips. 
Colt has wisely gone back to checkered- 
walnut regulation stocks for all their cur¬ 
rent autos. 





Gerry Bunch’s custom .45 grips complement Jim Hoag-modified Colt. 


A l am naturally distressed to hear 
• that my opinions shock you, but if 
you were to come to school here at Gun- 
site and attend our classes upon the effect 
of weapons, you would be considerably 
more shocked than you now are . The 
9mm parabellum cartridge is a distinctly 
unsatisfactory man-stopper and has never 
been able to find its way out of the bushes 
in this department. Certainly it will kill, as 
will a hunting knife, a knitting needle, or 
a piece of piano wire, but it is by no means 
to be depended upon to cause your adver¬ 
sary to cease and desist immediately — 
which is what a pistol is for. 

The probability that a parabellum will 
put a man down with one round is on the 
order of 50 percent . That does not satisfy 
me. The Germans, in searching for im¬ 
provement, have come up with some radi- 
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But, ever since my youthful reading of 
Fighting Handguns , I have wanted to own 
a pair of these exotic grips. Herretts’ pair 
of Combat Camp Perry grips are close but 
still wrong. Milt Sparks gave me the ad¬ 
dress of the man who made those grips 1 
admired so much at the U.S. Nationals. I 
contacted Gerry Bunch, 510 N.W. 10th 
St., Hermiston, OR 97838, sending a wad 
of money and a tracing of my right hand. 
I requested extra-fine-grain walnut and 
checkering, at extra cost. 

When the grips arrived, I was pleasantly 
surprised to find them nicer than hoped 
for. Bunch had completely covered the 
stocks with a rich skip-line checkering. 
Those grips were just too fancy for a 
plain-jane .45 auto. I dug out my prize 
Jim Hoag-custom-conibat .45 Colt auto 
and installed the fancy new Bunch grips. 
The final product reflects real quality, and 


gun and grips both complement one 
another. 

Considering the cost of most custom 
work on one’s favorite blaster by any well- 
known pistolsmith, half a hundred is just 
a ripple for the cost of custom grips. 
Although these grips aren’t for everyone, 
if one desires quality and craftmanship, 
they have them. 

Gerry Bunch offers a variety of woods 
and grains. Prices for plain custom grips 
start at $45. Send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for further details. If 
6ne wants to dress up his custom .45 with 
a pair of fancy grips that serve a useful 
role, Gerry Bunch has just what the doc¬ 
tor ordered. * 


NEW! MILITARY 
& POLICE BOOKS 


■JUST PRINTED 



The World’s 
Machine 
Pistols & 
Submachine 
Guns. VOl. 2a 

By Thomas 8. Nelson 
& Daniel Musgrave 


Over 550 pages— 
Detailing 200 guns- 
$24.95 Over 600 photos. 


This classic reference covers here-to-fore unknown weapons. 
Featuring Machine Pistols and new Submachine Gun devel¬ 
opments. Also complete photo section of automatic pistols with 
shoulder-stocks. A must for collectors! (Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


•JUST REPRINTED 



The World’s 
Submachine 
Guns. vol. 1 

By Thomas B. Nelson 

747 pages covering over 
300 weapons with 
complete data and history. 
Over 650 photos and 
drawings. 


$24.95 


(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


JUST PRINTED* 



$24.95 


The World’s 

Fighting 

Shotguns 

By noted arms authority 
Thomas F. Swearsngen 

Over 500 pages. Covers 
250 weapons. 500 
photos—The complete 
military and police 
reference. 

(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


This magnificent hook was 8years in the making. Never before has 
such a book been offered covering Fighting Shotgun;. A must for 
every police and collector library. Historical data from the shot¬ 
gun's inception to present day with all up-to-date developments. 


- --ALSO REPRINTED- 

THE WORLD'S ASSAULT RIFLES by Daniel Musgrave and T. B. 
Nelson. 546 pages with over 450 photos. Featuring data and 
history of 200 Drimary assault rifles—a MUST for the serious 
arms historian ... .. .. Only $19.95 


Include $1.00 to cover poetag e/ha nd ling for each book. 

T.B.N. ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF040 

P.O. box 55, Alexandria, Virginia 22313 

Satisfaction assured, book may be returned for refund 

if not satisfied. (Dealer Inquiries invited) 
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ADMIRAL 0F THE FLEET 
THE EARL MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA 




BOARDING PARTY: The Last Action 
of the Calcutta Light Horse. By James 
Leasor. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Com¬ 
pany. $8.95. Review by Edward Brown. 

I T’S the fall of 1942 and the Japanese 
have just finished wrapping up most of 
what they want in south Asia. The British, 
almost drained dry by three years of war 
with the Germans, are bracing themselves 
to face this new adversary. 

But it’s the Germans who are giving 
them the most trouble in the Indian 
Ocean. Somehow, and from somewhere, 
detailed intelligence is going out to a pack 
of U-boats operating in the area, enabling 
them to home in with uncanny precision 
on allied shipping. 

British SOE (intelligence) in a quandary 
over the sinkings, finally determines that 
word is being passed to the subs from one 
or more of three German merchant ships 
interned in the neutral harbor of Portu¬ 
guese Goa, south of Bombay. SOE theor¬ 
izes an intelligence net has been set up by 
the Germans as part of an elaborate 
“stay-behind” scheme in which they were 
willing to sacrifice some vessels for the 
war’s duration with the bonus tradeoff of 
a functioning espionage network right 
under British noses in India. 

But Portugal is officially a neutral 
country in World War II. Moreover, as a 
non-belligerent, Portuguese good will is 
essential to the allies to allow them to con¬ 
tinue to use the Azores for refueling stops 
on cross-Atlantic flights. A bombing mis¬ 
sion or a commando-style raid to silence 
the German ship radios in Goa harbor is 
out of the question. It was a problem that 
had to be solved and the British went 
about solving it in their own inimitable 
fashion. 

Boarding Party, a true account of the 
solution which reads like the most bizarre 
fiction, actually happened. 

After the kidnapping of a suspected 
German intelligence operative in Goa fail¬ 
ed to stop the U-boat attacks, SOE decid¬ 
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ed to broach the proposal to a very un¬ 
usual outfit called the Calcutta Light 
Horse, and despite the government’s in¬ 
sistence there would be “no medals, 
perhaps not even any pensions for those 
killed — and certainly no pay,” the Light 
Horse volunteered for the mission im¬ 
mediately. 

As SOE saw it, members of the troop 
could visit Goa on a business or holiday 
pretext, make their move against the 
ships, particularly the Ehrenfels y con¬ 
sidered the actual espionage vessel, and 
get out. If the raid miscarried and they 
were caught, the whole thing could be 
passed off as a madcap drunken prank — 
with official British disclaimers of any 
foreknowledc of the attempt, of course. 

Eighteen Light Horse volunteers took a 
quick course in small-arms handling — 
pistols, Stens, and Thompsons — and 
demolitions, then boarded an ancient 
120-foot hopper barge, the Phoebe , for 
the roundabout sea voyage from Calcutta 
to Marmagoa. 

Along the way, the target and the de¬ 
tails of the strike were explained to the 
Light Horse raiding party: the force 
would board the Ehrenfels in five parties, 
each with a special job — from laying 
plastic explosives to handcuffing crew 
members. The raid’s code name was 
“Operation Creek,” and as the com¬ 
mander, Colonel Bill Grice, said, “If 
anything goes wrong, we’ll be up that 
creek — without a paddle.” 

In Calcutta, 1,400 miles to the north¬ 
east, the remaining members of the Cal¬ 
cutta Light Horse — those too old to an¬ 
swer the call to the colors — fretted in 
their clubhouse, sore as hell to be left out 
of the action and itching somehow to do 
their' bit. 

The Calcutta Light Horse was a part- 
time unit of informal cavalry, the off¬ 
spring of a scratch formation of mer¬ 
chants and businessmen raised by 
Britain’s Lord Clive in 1759 to ward off 
an attack on Calcutta by the Dutch. 

In the intervening 183 years, the Calcut¬ 
ta Light Horse had evolved into a social 
club with minor military pretensions: 
horse racing, fox hunting (with jackals in 
lieu of foxes the quarry) and occasional 
parades through town to celebrate famous 
British victories. 

But with the younger members of the 
Light Horse scattered to the ends of Em¬ 
pire fighting for crown and country, the 


races, hunts and balls were a thing of the 
past, and the Calcutta Light Horse seem¬ 
ed an anachronism, badly out of date in 
the desperate struggle which was World 
War II. 

But thanks to a wide awake SOE officer 
with more than his share of imagination 
— and the guts, devotion, and courage of 
a couple of handfuls of overage members 
of the Light Horse rejected as being too 
far over the hill for active service — the 
Calcutta Light Horse launched a com¬ 
pletely unofficial and unsanctioned, but 
murderously effective, raid on the Goa 
harbor to sink the German spy ships. 

James Leasor, author of Green Beach, 
and Singapore: The Battle That Changed 
the World , tells the story of this “last ac¬ 
tion of the Calcutta Light Horse” in 
Boarding Party. 

On the moonless night of March 9, 
1943, the Light Horse volunteers, faces 
blackened and carrying Stens, sidearms 
and plastique, went in. 

Before the sun was up, not only was the 
Ehrenfels ablaze, but so were two other 
German merchantmen, and an Italian 
ship as well, and the work of the Light 
Horse this day put an end to the in¬ 
telligence net so carefully set up by the 
Germans — there were no more radio 
transmissions to U-boats on the prowl in 
the Indian Ocean. 

There were minor casualties among the 
force, and within a couple of days strike 
force members were back at their jobs in 
Calcutta, their only problem being to keep 
the operation a secret. The traditional 
British stiff upper lip was well buttoned 
up and word of the Light Horse “cutting- 
out expedition” did not leak out until well 
after the war, just before they were 
disbanded by their honorary colonel, 
Lord Mountbatten, on the eve of Indian 
independence. The last action of the 
Calcutta Light Horse — and indeed the 
only action in a space of time which could 
be measured in whole generations — was 
a gallant one. 

Edward Brown is a free-lance journalist 
who specializes in outdoor topics (see 
“Home Drying Journey Food: For Mercs 
and SOFs on the Road and in the Bush , ” 
SOF t January *78). As he told us, “I 
bought Boarding Party at my local 
bookseller's, and once I read it knew SOF 
readers ought to hear about it. *’ We 
agreed . 
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It Happened 
To Me 

by Hyman “Hank” Bergman 
as told to M.L. Jones 


Hyman (Hank) Bergman , a World War 
II veteran, joined the Army in March 
1943. On 15 April 1945 his unit was 
ordered to attack German positions in a 
valley near Furcoli , Italy. As he tells it: 

C OMPANY “B” was caught halfway 
across the open valley. A series of 
shells exploded in a flaming inferno. Near 
me two soldiers turned complete somer¬ 
saults, blood vessels collapsing from con¬ 
cussion. Another soldier stared down at 
his right arm and saw only a shredded 
mass of red meat tendrils hanging above 
the elbow. A five-pound piece of jagged 
shrapnel had sheared off part of his arm. 
The crown of another soldier’s head was 
ripped back like a peeled orange, exposing 
a bubbling mass of red shattered nerves. 
Our sergeant took a thin one-inch sliver of 
steel in the heart and died before he hit the 
ground. 

Our attack faltered. A volley of ma¬ 
chine-gun fire, coming from a cave that 
overlooked the valley, scattered more 
soldiers in the dirt. Others turned and 
began running in terror. More followed 
them. Our captain tried desperately to 
halt the chaotic flight. Machine-gun fire 
silenced him. 

I turned and saw the company scatter¬ 
ing for cover in all directions. Less than 15 
feet away lay a man with half his head 
blown away by machine-gun bullets. He 
had been my friend. 

I yelled and ran, under heavy fire, 
toward the cave. I crawled on my stomach 
toward the German machine-gun nest, ig¬ 
noring the steel rain of exploding stick 
grenades pouring about me. I lurched to 
my feet. 

My eyes rolled crazily in their sockets 
and I held my M-l rifle. The Waffen SS 
MG-34 machine-gun crew stared in horror 
when I stood inches from their faces. My 
bullets caught five of them. Four ran 
away, blood spilling from their wounds. 
The fifth, a sergeant wearing an Iron 
Cross, moved for his MP-40 machine gun, 
but my last three bullets reached him first. 
He pitched forward on his face — dead. 

I raised my hand in silent salute to my 
enemies’ valor. For my own valor I was 
awarded the Silver Star and promoted 
from private to sergeant. 
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I Was There 

by John K. Swan 
as told to M.L. Jones 


John K. Swan , for 21 years a police of¬ 
ficer, became chief of police of the Lynch¬ 
burg, Va., Police Department six years 
ago . He joined the Kansas City, Mo., 
Police Department in 1958 . On 20 Decem¬ 
ber 1973 when, as he says, “most people 
in Kansas City were thinking about last- 
minute preparations for the Christmas 
holiday,” he was a police captain and 
night commander of the department 's tac¬ 
tical unit . 

Swan remembers that night's events 
well. They started at the home of Billy 
Gene Roscher, whose attempted reconcili¬ 
ation with his estranged wife ended with 
the police being called. Two officers 
responded to find the armed husband 
holding his wife and two sons in the house 
and threatening to kill any cop who en¬ 
tered. 

After more police arrived, Roscher al¬ 
lowed his wife and children to leave, but 
he refused to come out, shouting, “I 
won't come out to be put in a cage!” 

Sgt. Peter Nenno lobbed several tear 
gas canisters into the living room. Roscher 
replied with his .357 revolver five or six 
times . One shot struck Nenno in the 
mouth, shattering his jawbone. At this 
point the tactical unit was called and Swan 
and his men arrived on the scene. As he 
tells it: 


A BOUT 25 tactical unit officers, wear¬ 
ing dark coveralls and heavy body ar¬ 
mor, responded to a nearby assembly 
area. Here orders were given, adjoining 
houses evacuated and Roscher’s house 
surrounded. Capt. William “Bill” 
Ponessa attempted to reason with 
Roscher. Roscher answered with a hail of 
gunfire. 

All hell broke loose then. Tac officers 
returned fire with 12-gauge shotguns, ser¬ 
vice revolvers and AR-15 rifles, tem¬ 
porarily silencing Roscher’s return fire. 

Capt. Ponessa and I decided to use gas 
to drive the bastard out. Enough CS gas 
was deployed to incapacitate a company, 
but Roscher continued to fire, since he 
was free to move from room to room in 
the two-story structure, gulping fresh air 
from numerous open and broken win¬ 
dows. 

Roscher fired once more: a scream of 
pain from Tac Officer Timothy Needham, 
hit in the right arm. The department’s ar¬ 

24 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


mored car evacuated him. Roscher was 
like a will-of-the-wisp. Upstairs, down¬ 
stairs, to the front of the house, the side, 
firing in all directions. 

Capt. Ponessa said, “We’ve got to iso¬ 
late Billy Boy — drive him into a corner 
and keep him there.” 

We lowered the battering ram on the ar¬ 
mored car. It charged the front of the 
house, smashing into it again and again. 
On the fifth blow the wall collapsed and 
Roscher was forced to flee upstairs. 

I led the assault with eight other Tac of¬ 
ficers. We could hear him moving about 
in the bedroom directly above us. We rak¬ 
ed the ceiling with AR-15 fire. He was hit! 


The shots had broken both his legs. Two 
officers rushed the stairs and grabbed 
Roscher who was leaning out an open 
window, gasping for air. 

Roscher was charged with three counts 
of assault with intent to kill — for 
shooting Sgt. Nenno in the mouth, Of¬ 
ficer Needham in the arm, and Officer 
Steven D. Turner in — well, after the last 
shots died away. Turner discovered he 
had been ingloriously wounded in the left 
buttock. 



I F you have a combat or adventure 
story for “It Happened to Me” or 
“I Was There, ” triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, Att: M.L. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 


and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. Photos 
are also helpful. Enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope so we can 
notify you of acceptance or return of 
your story. Article payment is $50, 
upon publication. All entrants will 
receive an SOF patch. 



Kansas City (Mo.) unit PD tactical unit armored vehicle with battering ram lowered for attack on gun¬ 
man’s house. After it knocked down one wall, officers moved in, AR-15s at the ready. 



Gunman’s house, showing effectiveness of tactical unit’s battering ram. 
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EDITORIAL 

THE HELPLESS GIANT 


by Robert Nielsen 



T HE United States is acting all too convincing¬ 
ly the role of a helpless giant, unable to defend 
either its own or its friends’ interests. 

It has moved, in just 17 years, from confident 
use of power to fearful immobility. 

In 1962 President Kennedy threw a naval block¬ 
ade around Cuba and demanded removal of Soviet 
missiles installed there. It was risky, but the 
strategic nuclear balance favored the Americans, 
and the Russians duly backed down and took their 
missiles home. 

In 1979 the Carter administration challenged the 
presence of a Soviet combat brigade in Cuba. But 
the president wouldn’t venture either military or 
economic pressure and finally retreated under 
cover of harrumphings about stepped-up naval 
patrols and surveillance in the Caribbean. 

The confidence of power had passed entirely to 
the Soviet side, which bluntly refused to withdraw 
its troops and didn’t even offer any language the 
U.S. could use to save face. 

If the issue was overblown, as some observers 
said, that doesn’t make the outcome any less 
revealing of American weakness. And it is surely 
significant, symbolically and perhaps practically 
too, that the Soviet Union can with impunity sta¬ 
tion soldiers in the Western Hemisphere. The 
Monroe Doctrine is not only dead but buried, and 
its grave trampled by Red Army hoots. 

The issue was inflated only by contrast with what 


the U.S. had supinely tolerated for four years: 
Cuba’s military interventions, financed by the 
Soviet Union, in several African states. 

That the U.S. lets Fidel Castro get away with it 
— while itself denying military aid to anti-com¬ 
munist elements in black Africa — is, at first 
glance, amazing. A superpower can, by definition, 
restrain any small neighbor from military adven¬ 
tures it disapproves of. Cuba is economically 
dependent on the Soviet Union, which in turn 
depends heavily on imports of American grain and 
technology to keep it going; it buys the first at 
market prices and the second on very easy credit 
terms. 

Thus Washington has hefty economic leverage 
on Castro’s head office, the Kremlin, The reason 
this leverage is not applied underlines the internal 
political weakness of the U.S.: farmers and busi¬ 
nessmen would raise a clamor if their sales to Rus¬ 
sia were threatened, and the government apparent¬ 
ly fears to override them in the national interest. 
N this and in other ways that affect foreign 
policy, the U.S. is self-stricken, a Gulliver tied 
down by Lilliputians at home. The process didn’t 
start with Jimmy Carter, but he has brought it near 
to completion. His perceptions are so confused 
that he mistakes foes for friends and vice versa. 

In Vienna last summer, after giving Leonid 
Brezhnev sculptured peace doves and kisses on 
both cheeks, Carter pronounced him a friend, A 
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ludicrous performance, though undoubtedly sin¬ 
cere. These were rewards to the Soviet Union for 
having used loopholes in the Salt I treaty to over¬ 
take the U.S. in nuclear weaponry; for doing its ef¬ 
fective worst to sabotage Carter’s peace efforts in 
the Middle East; for installing a puppet regime in 
Afghanistan against popular resistance; for con¬ 
stantly slandering the U.S. in its home media and 
foreign-language broadcasts; and for acting against 
American interests wherever feasible. 

Meanwhile the U.S. stiffarms a prospective and 
deserving friend, the new biracial, black majority 
government of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, elected last 
May in one of the freest and fairest elections ever 
held in Africa. In effect, American policy there 
sides with the Russian- and Cuban-backed guer¬ 
rillas of the Patriotic Front, an outfit that stands 
for more civil war, bloody revolution and a Soviet¬ 
line dictatorship afterward. 

In some cases, foreign policy blunders may be 
excusable on the ground that the U.S. government 
doesn’t know what’s really going on and lacks the 
means to find out. After a decade of investigations 
and exposures, the Central Intelligence Agency is 
in tatters. 

“Everyone is aware that, as the Shah of Iran was 
falling, a score of highly paid CIA analysts were 
writing that Iran was not in a revolutionary situa¬ 
tion or even in a pre-revolutionary situation,..” 

That comment on the current condition of U.S. 
intelligence is from a paper by Lt. Gen. Daniel 
Graham, former director of the Defense Intel¬ 
ligence Agency. As for counter-intelligence, it’s 
said to be incapable of even keeping tabs on KGB 
agents in Washington itself. 

Instead of trying to help the Shah stay in power, 
the Carter administration quickly pulled the plug 
on him, in the hope of cosying up to his revolu¬ 
tionary successors. The upshot was to put Iran 
and American diplomatic hostages — into the 
hands of mobs inflamed by a religious maniac. 

I NTELLIGENCE weakness aside, President Car¬ 
ter stands in that disastrous line of U.S. 
statesmen, starting with Franklin Roosevelt, who 
supposed that goodwill and concessions to the 
Soviet Union would be reciprocated in kind. There 
are unmatched concessions, some of them harmful 
to the precarious security of Western Europe, in 
the Salt II treaty that Carter wants ratified. 

The line of Soviet-appeasing statesmen has been 
interrupted at times by leaders (Harry Truman 
first) who understood Soviet purposes and resolved 
to resist them. The 1980 presidential election may 
again produce such a leader, despite those Amer¬ 
icans who actually prefer to have the giant play a 
dwarfish, apologetic part in world affairs. If not, 
all the world’s free people will be insecure. 




S*W s THAT DON’T SHOOT 

Smith & Wesson , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 2208, Springfield, MA 
01101, markets two versions of its Maverick folding knife. Both 
Sl^-inch blades are 440A stainless and are flat-ground. A clip-point 
and a drop-point skinner are offered. Both knives feature a 
rosewood insert and a soft brass blade stop. Overall length is AVi in¬ 
ches. The Mavericks retail for $29.95 including sheath. 

S&W also offers the Magnum buckle, depicting the loaded 
cylinder of a .357 magnum with the company’s logo in one of the 
chambers. The two-inch-diameter buckle is die-struck from brass 
with a finish that looks like stainless steel. The Magnum accepts a 
lV^-inch belt and retails for $10.95. 


SIGHT TO BEHOLD 

Feather Enterprises , Dept. SOF, 130 S. 42nd St., Boulder, CO 
80303, produces a match peep-sight for Ruger’s Mini-14. The maker 
claims the replacement sight installs in seconds with no modifications 
to the gun. The hooded aperture is claimed to improve accuracy. 
Made of aerospace-quality resin bond, the sight retails for $4.95 plus 
$1 for postage and handling. 
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C3ki safely 

Alpine Research , Dept. SOF, Coal Creek Canyon, 34 Wondervu Ranch, Golden, CO 
80401, manufactures ski equipment featuring safety. Their adjustable aluminum ski 
poles double as an avalanche probe by connecting the shafts via a pushbutton. Inter¬ 
changeable nylon grips include a new self-arrest model, conventional alpine, strapless 
alpine, and touring. Two baskets are available, a 4-inch snowflake and a 5-inch powder 
model. The self-arrest grip is designed to gradually stop a skier who has fallen on 
medium or high-angle snow. The poles weigh from 22 to 29 ounces and sell for $55 ($60 
for self-arrest model). 

Alpine Research also markets the Echo 1 avalanche transceiver. The unit operates on 
the same frequency as the Skadi and Pieps beacons and has an operating range of 60 
feet. Echo 1 uses a standard nine-volt battery and has all its electronics encased in high- 
impact epoxy. Echo 1 weighs 6 ounces and retails for $75. 


± HE PEN IS MIGHTIER 

Armament Systems Products , Unltd., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30328, announces their Scribe knife. The 2!/2-inch triangular blade or pick is housed in 
the cap of a Big Red ballpoint pen made by Parker. The pen’s barrel is the sheath. Ac¬ 
cording to ASP’s brochure, “The Scribe is available to operatives with the proper 
credentials for $25.’’ 



Bill Jordan tells it like it is in his fas¬ 
cinating book about gun fighting, how 
to do it and what equipment to use. 
Informative and exciting reading. 

Special autographed copies for gifts. 

Send check or money order to: Bill Jordan 
626 Ashbourne Dr. Shreveport, La. 71106 
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machined metal. They took, feel 
and weigh same as originals. 

Double-action, gun black finish, swing- 
out cylinder and ejector mechanism. 
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by Dale L. Walker 


Tracy Richardson and Sam Dreben (third and 
fourth from right) stand with unidentified Mex¬ 
ican soldados in photo taken in about 1913 in 
Cuidad Juarez. Photo: Otis Aultman 


World's Greatest 
Machine Gunner? 


Even aside from its brevity, Tracy 
Richardson’s lackluster compilation of 
data on his fabulous career contains at 
least one oversight. When he wrote, “I 
have never been a gambler — profes¬ 
sional,” he was obviously thinking in 
terms of dice, cards, roulette and such, 
for he was indeed a “gambler — profes¬ 
sional” — gambling in banana republics 
in Central and South America, in Mexico, 
and in France, that a man with an expert 
hand on a machine gun can survive. 

Rebellion and Revolution 


Tracy Richardson: Soldier of Fortune 


L ATE in his life, the great American 
soldier of fortune Tracy Richardson 
compiled a “personal history,” a docu¬ 
ment consisting of two closely typed pages 
with a rubber-stamped “Tracy Richard¬ 
son, Lt. Col., Air Corps, Commanding” 
at the end. It is a strangely laconic paper 
from a man who fought under the flags of 
at least seven nations and who carried 16 
wound scars on his body — each with its 
own harrowing tale of bullet, shell, 
bayonet and machete attack. 

Tracy’s two-page life summary con¬ 
trasts sharply with a 1915 statement by the 
ordinarily staid New York Times: 
“Whenever the cannon booms and the 
rifles bark, this American boy, who em¬ 
bodies in real life the type of moving pic¬ 
ture hero of the soldier of fortune one 
reads about but never sees, is pretty sure 
to turn up sooner or later — and it is 
generally sooner. Along the Rio Grande 
he is known by thousands of the adven¬ 
turous souls who populate that pictures¬ 
que and very troublesome stretch of ter¬ 
ritory. From Brownsville to Nogales there 
is not a dugout or an adobe hut that does 
not know him.” 

In contrast, Richardson’s own biogra¬ 
phy ends: 


“I have never used an assumed name. 

“I have never been a gambler—profes¬ 
sional. 

“I have never been expelled from any 
country. 

“I have never been convicted of a 
crime.” 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

SOF is pleased to welcome Dale L. 
Walker aboard with this article on 
Tracy Richardson. Walker, a 20-year 
free-lance author whose specialization 
is military history, began writing pro¬ 
fessionally during a four-year Navy 
enlistment. 

Now director of the University of 
Texas News Service in El Paso, Tex,, 
Walker’s writing credentials include six 
books, nearly 250 magazine articles 
and stories, and what he describes as 
“a ton of newspaper work.” His 
books include Lost Revolutionary: A 
Biography of John Reed (with Richard 
O’Connor; 1967) and Death Was A 
Black Horse: The Storv of Rough 
Rider "Buckey" O'Neill (1975). 

—M.L. Jones 


That Richardson did survive is incredi¬ 
ble on the face of it. He survived wars on 
small and grand scales: lived through 
rebellion, revolution, and obscure but 
bloody battles without number; he ran 
headlong into trouble even when he did 
not seek it out — such as the occasion 
when he single-handedly captured the city 
of Managua, Nicaragua — and emerged 
unscathed; and he bluffed and survived all 
this, and much more, and died a common¬ 
place, quiet death, obscure and forgotten. 

Whatever deity had been assigned to 
watch over his beginning in 1892, it 
deserted him 57 years later. 

Tracy Custer Richardson first saw the 
light of day through a chinked window of 
a sod house in Broken Bow, Neb., on No¬ 
vember 21, 1892. His parents moved to 
Lamar, Mo., when Richardson was only a 
few months old, and Lamar became one 
of several “homes” for him and the one 
he returned to when his career reached its 
nadir after World War II. 

He attended Lamar public schools to 
the eighth grade, then took a job with the 
Prairie Oil and Gas Company on a pipe¬ 
line project running from Morris, Okla., 
to Baton Rouge, La., working as time¬ 
keeper, commissary clerk and purchasing 
agent for the company. Louisiana, at the 
southern end of the pipeline, Richardson 
learned, was the debarkation point for all 
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kinds of adventuresome expeditions into 
Central America, and in 1909 he parted 
company with the Prairie Oil people to 
make what he called “a trip around the 
tropics.” 

On his abrupt little “Personal History” 
sheet, Richardson speaks of “joining the 
Nicaraguan revolutionary army,” and 
“remaining in Nicaragua” through 1909- 
1910, but this scarcely tells the story of his 
debut as a soldier of fortune. One Rich¬ 
ardson exploit in that Central American 
country is so fantastic it smacks of myth 
— but it might have actually happened. 

Nicaragua’s Ragtag Rebel Army 

After “joining the Nicaraguan revolu¬ 
tionary army” in 1909 — a ragtag crew of 
rebels opposed to the dictatorship of Jose 
Santos Zeyala — Richardson rode with 


He boomed his threat to the incred¬ 
ulous jefe: “General Luis Mena has sent 
me to give you a chance for your life. 
Managua is surrounded at this minute. 
We outnumber you 10 to one.” 

Surrender! 

The Managua commandante con¬ 
sidered the situation for a moment, men¬ 
tally weighing what the brash young man 
before him had said and, no doubt, con¬ 
cluding that no one would be stupid 
enough to ride into Managua with such a 
message if it were not true. Then, to 
Richardson’s barely concealed amaze¬ 
ment, the jefe surrendered his forces to 
the American “messenger” from General 
Mena. 

Later, in another recorded feat of the 
Nicaraguan revolt, Richardson and an- 


philosophic godfather. Born on a planta¬ 
tion on the Amite River, Livingston 
Parish, La., in 1863, Christmas’ early 
career was spent mundanely as a locomo¬ 
tive engineer before he found the wars, 
adventure, renown and gold of the Cen¬ 
tral American tinder-box republics to his 
liking. 

Before his illustrious career ended in his 
death in 1924 (from a variety of jungle 
diseases called “tropic spruce” which 
caused an incurable anemia), Christmas 
had served as general in the armies of five 
Central American countries. He had, in 
addition, earned a reputation as rebel 
leader and jungle fighter second only to 
that of the great American filibuster- 
soldier William Walker, who died before a 
Nicaraguan firing-squad in 1860. 

Richard Harding Davis, the dashing 
newspaper correspondent and author who 
came to know many of the professional 



Tracy Richardson, doing his thing: manning a machine gun aimed at federates during the Bonilla revolution 
in Honduras. (Photo from Liberty, Oct. 10,1925.) 


the rebel general Luis Mena toward the 
city of Managua and found himself scout¬ 
ing far ahead of his column to avoid the 
smothering clouds of dust raised by 
Mena’s horsemen. Without realizing it, 
the teen-aged Americano rode into the 
city (population then of about 20,000) and 
found himself surrounded by a squad of 
federal soldiers. 

Richardson, with the first of what 
would become a legendary series of bluffs, 
said authoritatively, “I am a messenger 
from the commander of the revolutionary 
army to your commanding general. Take 
me to him.” Nonplussed, the federates 
escorted the gritty “messenger” to the 
federal garrison’s commander. Once 
there, Richardson’s stone-faced sangfroid 
stayed with him. 
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other man were credited with “wiping out 
a Nicaraguan federal regiment with two 
machine guns mounted behind sandbags 
concealed with shrubbery.” 

Fighting with Gen. Christmas 

The second and third flags in Richard¬ 
son’s new career came equally as quickly. 
Briefly he joined a revolutionary band in 
Venezuela early in 1911, fighting against 
the tyrannical government of Juan Vi¬ 
cente Gomez; then, given $600 in gold by 
“recruiters” of the already-famous bana¬ 
na republic filibuster, General Lee 
Christmas, Richardson joined Christmas’ 
forces in the fever jungles of Honduras. 

Lee Christmas of New Orleans might be 
called Tracy Richardson’s spiritual and 


mercenary soldiers of his day, used Lee 
Christmas as the model for the hero 
“Clay” in his famous novel, Soldier of 
Fortune. 

Richardson’s prowess with a machine 
gun — he once said, “It’s a curious thing 
the way a machine gun takes hold of you 
if you’re a natural-born machine-gunner” 
— earned him a colonelcy under Lee 
Christmas and he fought valiantly in the 
Honduran Bonilla revolt with the great 
New Orleans soldier. 

Sam Dreben, the fighting Jew 

Another soldier of fortune Richardson 
met with Christmas’ army would become 
a life-long friend. This was Sam Dreben, 
“the fighting Jew.” Dreben, born in 
Russia in about 1878, at the age of 20 
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came to the United States where he en¬ 
listed for duty in the Philippine insurrec¬ 
tion that followed the Spanish-American 
War. Afterward, Dreben served in China, 
during the relief of Peking in the Boxer 
Rebellion of 1900, then drifted back to the 
States, seeking adventure as an irregular 
soldier — and finding it with the redoub¬ 
table Lee Christmas in Honduras. 

Service in Mexico 

After the Bonilla revolt ended, Richard¬ 
son and Sam Dreben were in New Orleans 
planning a gun-running expedition to 
Venezuela when emissariSf of anti- 
Madero forces in Mexico invited the two 
adventurers to cUfry their business enter¬ 
prises into the northern part of that coun¬ 
try. Richardson and Dreben sold their 
services for $500 in gold a month to the 
two caudillos, General Ynez Salazar and 
General Emiliano Campa, who had just 
captured the city of Juarez, across the Rio 
Grande from El Paso, Texas. The two 
Americanos joined Salazar’s column 
(soon to ally with that of Gen. Pascual 
Orozco) outside Juarez and took part in a 
serief of obscure skirmishes at places such 
as Rellano Jimiriez, Pedricena, Hacienda 
de la Refugio, and Villa Lopez. 

For gringos, even such capable 
machine-gunning ones as Tracy Richard¬ 
son and Sam Dreben, life in any of the 
various Mexican rebel “armies” was a 
constant struggle to stay alive — not only 
on the battlefield, but in camp in times of 
relative quiet. The volatile Mexican 
generales, ever-suspicious that the 
Americans would decamp to an opposing 
army on the signal of the tinkling of gold 
coins, frequently exploded in anger at the 
slightest provocation. For some Amer¬ 
icans (such as writer Ambrose Bierce), 
these situations ended in a final grim 
tableau before a hastily summoned firing 
squad. 

General Emiliano Campa was this sort 
of short, smoldering jefe and for some 
unknown reason conceived an intense dis¬ 
like and distrust for three of the gringos in 
his ranks — Richardson, Dreben, and a 
tall, baby-faced adventurer named Jack 
Zimmerman. Once, during the Chihuahua 
campaign, Campa lined the three men up 
against an adobe wall, threatening to have 
his execution squad open fire. In true 
story-book style, however, the three 
American soldados were reprieved at the 
last moment, with a warning from Campa 
that the next parade before the wall would 
be the last. 

Tracy Richardson is often mentioned as 
an “American Villista,” but in truth he 
never fought for the famous Pancho. One 
tale, possibly apocryphal, possibly true, 
exists that Vila once placed a $10,000 re¬ 
ward on Richardson’s head — perhaps as 
a theatrical gesture to show Villa’s con¬ 
suming hatred for any man, Mexican or 
American, who rode with an opposition 
camp. In any case, so the story goes, 
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Richardson ran into Villa and his sinister 
bodyguard, Rodolfo Fierro, in an El Paso 
saloon in 1912. 

Bluff or Sheer Guts? 

Richardson, perhaps utilizing the bluff 
technique he had honed to a fine edge in 
Nicaragua, or perhaps simply overeudow- 
ed with guts (something he proved time 
and again), is supposed to have%^d a 
heated conversation with Villa on the mat¬ 
ter of the $10,000 bounty and, with Fierro 
looking grimly on, forced the unarmed 
Villa to back down and apologize for the 
“inconvenience” he had caused. 

In 1914, Richardson left the Mexican 
border to join the forces of the diminutive 
Kansas game-cock. General Frederick 
Funston, when American troops landed at 
Vera Cruz. Richardson served briefly with 
Funston as an intelligence officer — his 
inside knowledge of revolutionary Mexico 
coming in quite handy — with the rank of 
“acting captain” and the pay to go with 
it. •• 

At the age of 22, the Lamar, Mo., 
soldado had matured beyond his tender 
years. He was a lean, sun-baked six-footer 
With a perpetual squint in his eyes from 
staring into tropical suns, a well-trimmed 
dark mustache, prominent nose, close- 
cfopped sandy hair. If he were not exactly 
handsome, at least he looked every inch 
the professional soldier-adventurer. 

His usual rate of pay was $500 a month 
and $500 a battle — if he won. In a full- 
dress revolution like the one in Mexico, he 
upped the ante to $1,000 a victory. And he 
usually won. 

Between Mexico and Richardson’s 
journey to Canada, a short, mysterious 
chapter in his career occurs in which he 
served, perhaps only for a few weeks, as a 
.-iih fUihfpmnlsi If ic h 
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customs collector in Guatemala. It is ocm 
lieved the job came as a reward for his 
participation in a coup or revolt in that 
country. 

World War t 

Whatever the case, the Grcai War in 
Europe, breaking out in August 1914, 
with the scythe-like sweep of the Kaiser’s 
soldiers into neutral Belgium, gave 
Richardson the opportunity to shake the 
jungle mud from his boots. A month after 
the war began, he had made his way to 
Canada (the U.S. — of which he had seen 
little in the previous five years — would 
not participate in the war for three more 
years), anxious to get to the fighting. 

Nicaragua — Honduras — Mexico — 
Guatemala — Canada. Richardson’s flags 
were piling up. 

For the first phase of his World War 1 
service, Richardson chose one of 
Canada’s most illustrious units, Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry Regi¬ 
ment, which welcomed him as a seasoned 
machine-gunner, a commodity soon to be 
badly needed on the Western Front of 
France. During the short training period 



/Mi 


V 


: ■ * 

4 *' 


APRIL/80 






NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

___ 


* 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1173 BOULDER, COLORADO 60302 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER 
COLORADO 80306 



Can'f find SOF at a convenient news¬ 
stand? Perhaps SOF has sold out Or your 
local dealer doesn t have the guts to carry 
it You can solve this problem by 
subscribing now to SOF. 


NAME (PRINT) 


HATE YOUR OWN COPT OF 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE! 

Don’t depend on someone else to get you the magazine of pistes* 
slonal adventurers. Don’t wait to receive the latest news on 
mercenaries, automatic weapons, combat pistolcratt, knives and 
knife-fighting, self-defense and clandestine operations. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


YES! I want to join the 
where the action is. 

ADDED POSTAGE: 

$14.00—Domestic 1st Class 
$24.00 Air—Europe 

Latin America 

$ 6.00 Air—Canada, Mexico 
$30.00 Air—Other Countries 
Add $ 5.00—for all Foreign sur¬ 
face mail except 
Canada & Mexico. 

PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

SOF 30 


Professionals and find out 


□ Send me 12 issues Ififll year) 
of SOF for the low subeoRp- 
tion price of $20 — I save57.Q0 
over newstand. (New&tand 
price of SOF is now tZ2S per 
issue.) 


BILL ME (Not valid for for¬ 
eign subscriptions.) 


rum rr r □ 11111111 m i n i n 


ADDRESS 


in i.i 11111111 ii 111 rm i urn o 


CITY 1-1.1 n m 1 1 1 L l I 1 1 I state QH zip | h g ,1 

























































NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


* 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1173 BOULDER, COLORADO 80302 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER 
COLORADO 80306 


HATE TOUR OWJf COPT OF 
SOLDIER OF FORTIM! 

Don’t depend on someone else to get you the magazine of profes¬ 
sional adventurers. Don’t wait to receive the latest news on 
mercenaries, automatic weapons, combat pistolcraft, knives and 
knife-fighting, self-defense and clandestine operations. 

SOWCMBESSeW! 



Can’t find SOF at a convenient news¬ 
stand? Perhaps SOF has sold out. Or your 
tocat dealer doesn t have the guts to carry 
it. You can solve this problem by 
subscribing now to SOF. 

NAME (PRINT) 


YES* I want to join the 
where the action is. 
ADDED POSTAGE: 

$14.00—Domestic 1st Class 
$24.00 Air—Europe 

Latin America 

$ 6.00 Air—Canada, Mexico 
$30.00 Air—Other Countries 
Add $ 5.00—for all Foreign sur¬ 
face mail except 
Canada & Mexico. 

^ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

SOF 30 


Professionals and find out 


□ Send me 12 issues (full year) 
of SOF for the low subscrip¬ 
tion price of $20 — I save $7.00 
over newstand. (Newstand 
price of SOF is now $2.25 per 
issue.) 


BILL ME (Not valid for for¬ 
eign subscriptions.) 































































in Canada, Richardson met other Amer¬ 
icans eager to get into the fight, among 
them a tall, immensely likable fellow — 
named Frederick Faust and called “Hein- 
ie»” in a friendly way, of course. Faust, 
whose heart flutter would soon, wash him 
out of any chance Tor active service in 
France, had a flair for writing. Not too 
many years later he became famous under 
the most renowned of. his many pen- 
names, •'Max Brand; 4 * * 

The training pefib^ eftded, Richardson 
joined the Princess Pats in Belgium’s 
freezing trenches'Th January 1915. He 
fought bravely in the bloody attrition bat¬ 
tles of St. Elois and Vimy Ridge. 

Decorated for breaking up a machine- 
gun attack, at the second bade of Ypres he 
was among 5,000 men.who went over the 
top, and one of 250 who returned. He 
took a serious series of wounds on May 4, 
1915. 

‘Considerably Holed Up’ 

Convalescing in a British hospital, 
Richardson was inter viewed by a New 
York Times reporter, whose story subse¬ 
quently received the headline, “The ‘Ma¬ 
chine-Gun Man of the Princess Pats.’ ” 
The report appeared in the Times on Oc¬ 
tober 31,1915. It said: “Down in El Paso, 
in Vera Cruz, at Del Rio, at Nogales, in 
Central America, Where Tracy’s name was 
a household wordy Its friends had heard 
that he was dead; that he had ‘gone to 
glory,’ as one of them put it, fighting to 
the last in the very face of a vicious Ger¬ 
man assault. Then came the news from 
Tracy himself that he* was ; still very much 
alive, although ‘considerably holed up,’ 
as he referred to the three wounds from 
which he was recovering.” 

The Times quoted •Richardson as say¬ 
ing, “I was wounded in the, back early in 
the morningfbf May?4,1'915| by a piece of 
shell which struck me between the shoul¬ 
ders and plowed dowhiti^' back and lodg¬ 
ed just over my hipbone, where it still re¬ 
mains. About nqqn I caught a piece of 
shell through the right leg* By this time we 
had only ode man on the gun who was un¬ 
wounded. At five o’clock .the Germans 
scored a direct hit on our gun with a six- 
inch shell, and the gun was gone, and I 
had another wound in the right leg.” 

Of his convalescence, Richabdson said, 
“I was sent to a hospitalfat ftoben where 
they kept me for 23 da^f, antjLthen sent 
me over here to Englandy whefeThe folks 
talk ‘American’ and wj|errrffey are all 
good to you. I have been here ever since, 
and the day is drawing near for rriy return 
to the frqht. 

“I am pretty well sh#t up, but not a 
‘goner’ by a long shot, ffhey may order 
me before a medical board when I get 
back to Flanders, and shfuld they rule me 
out of action for good,#11 come back to 
Texas and get ready perhaps for Mexico. 
.Who can tell? From the little I hear, 
things seem to be up and doing, in Mexico 
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and maybe the bubbk will ‘bust’ yetj; 
Well, this is enough .-for one time. Re¬ 
member me to the fellosys in El Paso.” 

Jr % 

War in the Sky 

As it turned out, the medical board per4p 
mitted Richardson to return to service. He 
received a commission in the 97th Bat¬ 
talion, Canadian Expeditionary Force — 
called, because of the sizable number off 
Americans in it, the “Yank Battalion.” 
Later, Richardson transferred to the 
British Royal Naval Air Service, received 
flight training at Vendome, France, and 
flew patrols over the North Sea. He also 
served as instructor in pursuit flying and 
combat at Cranwell, England, until 1918 
when he transferred to the American Air 
Service as a pilot. He attended an 
American flying school at Issoudun, 
France; spent some time in the U.S. com¬ 
manding an aerial gunnery school at 
Selfridge Field, Mount Clemens, Mich.; 
and ended the war commanding the aerial 
gunnery school at St. Jean De Monte, 
France. ;/ X 

And, sandwiched between alhtbis ac¬ 
tivity, Richardson obtained a short leave 
of absence before the war ended to go to 
London where t^e received a certificate in 
mining based on his studies in 1915 when 
hospitalized and recovering from his 
Ypres wounds at Manchester, England. 

Postwar Career 

W. ■. ■ ./ 

From the end of the Great War until his 
death, Richardson’s life was a peripatetic 
one — and astoundingly calm, though 
far-flung, for a man who spent nearly a 
decade behind a chattering machine gun 
in trouble spots from Vera (3rd z to 
France. After his discharge from the U.S. 
Air Serving in 1919, he prospected in noi- 
thern Canada, explored mining areas of 
the Patuca River region of Honduras, 
conducted an oil survey in Guatemala, 
surveyed the mahogany timber country in 
the state of Chiapas, Mexico; worked for 
the Burns Detective Agency in New 
Orleans, sold real estate in Florida and 
Washington, D.C., worked as a police re¬ 
porter for the Chicago Herald-Examiner 
and as a prohibition agent in New York 
City, managed a gold mine at Ixtapau del 
Oro, Mexico, in 1930: worked on ail oil 
drilling rig at Tyler, Texas; and worked 
mines of various kinds in Spokane, 
Wash., and Cripple Creek, Cote. 

Richardson’s post-war career included 
at least three incidents in which he was ar¬ 
rested and jailed on various charges — 
once for “rudely displaying and flour¬ 
ishing a deadly weapon,” again for mail 
fraud, and a third time for murder. He 
was cleared of all three crimes. The 
murder charge occurred in. 1922 when he 
shot and killed a man named John Mur¬ 
phy in New Orleans. Richardson’s ex p 
planation was simple: he said he killed 


Murphy “after the man had attacked me 
and twice wounded me.” 

The case was presented to a New Op 
leans grand jury which returned a “fto- 
bilT’and agreed that Richardson had kill¬ 
ed m self-defense and at the time of the in¬ 
cident had been working as a special of¬ 
ficer with a permit to carry a pistol. 

In 1933, the veteran campaigner stayed 
a year mAlbuquerque, working in various 
uhiinpOftant mining jobs. Times were a 
parently difficult for him and Richardsq# 
wrote to his old friend from the Princess 
Pats, “Heinie” Faust, by now world- 
famous as western writer Max Brand, ask¬ 
ing for a loan of $250. Faust came 
through and Richardson moved back to 
New Orleans where he eked out a living at 
various jobs, among them writing for pulp 
magazines. 

World War II 

in 1941, he returned active service, 
first as intelligence officer in the Eastern 
Procurement District, later as air inspec¬ 
tor and base commander with the Second 
Air Force in Colorado. After a short stint 
of duty in the Aleutian Islands, he- was 
discharged from the Army as a lieutenant 
colonel on January 13, 1*946. 

Richardson’s skein was now quickly 
running out. The two men be held rn 
warmest admiration were long dead: Lee 
Christmas having succumbed to his jungle 
fevers on January 21, 1924; “The Fighting 
Jew,” Sam Dreben, collapsing in a doc¬ 
tor V office in Hollywood, Calif., on 
March 15, i 925 — dead at the^ge of 47, 
after a World War 1 career that surpassed 
even Richardson’s. Dreben had earned a 
Distinguished Service Cross in October, 
ffj®, for combat at St, Etienne, and 
returned home with the DSC, Medaille 
Militaire, Croix de. Guerre with palms, 
and a tunic-full of other medals 

Quiet end for “World’s 
greatest machine gunner.” 

Richardson, veteran of five or six wai#, 
untold battles, honors from at least seven 
nations, and 16 wounds as badges of 
Special honor, spent his last, three years of 
life hawking household appliances door to 
door in Missouri — close 3o hfe 
hometown, Lamar. 

He died on April 22, 1949,. in Spring- 
field, Mo>, virtually forgotieit, 'Years 
earlier, the great war correspondent 
Richard Harding Davis - who knew him 
in Mexico and in France —laid of the 
bold machme-gunner: j "Tracy Richardson 
has lived more soWiepof-fortune t$es 
than l could ever write,” an epitaph t§at 
was.not, bpt should have been, chis^ed 
bn the- Richardson tombstone, beneath 
\ the time-worn fnessage — “Rest|§n 
Peace.” 
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MODEL #10 & 10L 
“QUTDOORSMAN” 

A belt holster well suited to 
general field use. High ride 
allows seating with long 
barrels. Holster is molded to fit 
your gun. Special flap protects 
adjustable rear sights. Avail¬ 
able silicone suede lining 
protects fine gun finishes, Lock 
stitched with durable linen 
thread. 


Ml 


MODEL #M66 PATENTED 
‘AMBIDEXTROUS 
MILITARY HOLSTER” 

A truly unique holster, 
designed especially for 
military applications. Flapcovers 
gun butt: can be unsnapped from 
either side, swiveled out of the 
way or removed completely. 
Wear holster right or left handed, 
side draw or cross draw. Belt loop 
design allows use on narrow or 
wide belts. Black only. 


MODEL #X-15 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 

1 • A compact shoulder holster 
ft designed for concealment 
$1 and comfort. Butt is readily 
; accessible hugs body. 
Leather and elastic harness 
is adjustable. Spring in 
holster holds gun allows 
fast draw. For2"-8 3 /a" 
revolvers, autos.. 


#8 &8L “SHADOW” 
REVOLVERS 

A very high-riding concealment 
ft holster. Widely-spaced slots; 
j provide stability on belt; allow 
V; high ride; and pull gun close to 
ft body. Thumb-snap design 
holds gun securely with clean, 
ft fast draw. Molded to fit your 
gun and precurved to match 
body contours. Fine leather 
and hand-rubbed finish, with 
silicone suede lining available 
for 2"-4" revolvers. 




MODEL #3 
“PISTOL POCKET” 

A first-quality inside-the- 
waistband holster. For the 
first time, all the features of 
standard holsters in a waist¬ 
band design. Features hand- 
molded leather, thumb-break 
strap, sight guards and more. 
Vorn just behind right hip, it is com¬ 
fortable and very concealable. Can 
be worn under loose shirts and 
short jackets. Snaps on and off belt. 
For autos and revolvers. 

MODEL #B8 “HEVY DUTY BELT” 

Top quality leather belt/I 3 //' wide with creased 
edge and fine grained finish. An ideal maximum 
width for supporting the weight of a holstered 
gun and other accessories. Also ideal asa dress 
belt. Solid brass buckle, available in chrome 
finish (standard on black belts) or natural brass 
(standard on tan belts). Available tn sizes32" to 
46''. Plain or basket, tan and black. 



MODEL #45 
“FtSTQLERO” 
ASSEMBLY 

A rig designed for 
international 
combat shooting. 
Holster has low-cut 
and muzzle-forward rake for 
fast draw. Fully lined with top grain 
cowhide, with full steel lining. Deep 
"sight channel" molded into holster 
front. Clears sights. Spring loaded 
retainer snaps into trigger guard. 
Belt is contoured and fully 
lined with silicone 
suede. .45 Auto only.. 


MODEL #58H&5BHL 
“THUMBSNAP” 

Belt loop design is twice as wide 
for added stability. Gun rides 
higher to reduce bulk. Thumb- 
snap strap secures gun and 
allows a fast draw. Hand fitted 
to your gun, and a sight channel 
to protect front sights is boned in 
by hand. Rear sight guard. Premium 
saddle leather is hand-rubbed. 
For 2"~8 3 /e" revolvers. 


MODEL #4 

“ASKINS’ AVENGER” 

Named after legendary 
pistolero Col. Charles As] 

This holster rides high and hugs 
the body. The fit has been hand 
molded for your gun. 
Stabilizing slot through holster 
pulls gun butt against body. 
Molded sight channel protects 
front sights. Hand-rubbed 
leather and fine stitching create 
a long-lasting holsterfor large 
i, autos 


M00EL #12 
“ANKLE HOLSTER" 

A very comfortable ankle 
holster. Soft, deep-pile genuine 
shearling sheeps wool on inside 
of leg strap, adjustable with 
Velcro tape. Holds gun and 
ft holster snugly against your 
■; ankle. Holster is form-fitted to 
ft your gun, with thumb-snap 
ft strap. Ideal for use when a coat 
,; or jacket is impractical, such as 
ft warm weather. For small autos, 
ft; revolvers. 
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I N today’s society, encountering the 
criminal element often requires a 
SWAT team to go undercover. Instances 
such as infiltrating a terrorist group and 
negotiating a hostage situation force team 
members into plain, casual or even bizarre 
clothing. The difficulty of these covert 
missions, however, comes when assuring 
adequate concealment while maintaining 
combat effectiveness. 

There are occasions, for example, when 
the undercover assignment might require 
such clothing, especially in warmer 
climates. Here a coat might be out of 
place. 

Many current rigs are bulky and un¬ 
comfortable and have other drawbacks. 
CONCEALMENT, ACCESSIBILITY 
The UPOP Concealment Technique 
was devised by UPOP Research & 
Development of Miami, Fla. Its goal is to 
provide improved concealment and ready 
access to the weapon. The aim was to 
develop a technique that did not limit the 
wearer’s functioning, did not require 
wearing a coat or other outer garment, yet 
would afford relative comfort while assur¬ 
ing ample firepower capability. 

This UPOP Concealment Technique 
combines a special rig with an innovative 
method of drawing the weapon swiftly. 
This rig is concealable (see photos), 
relatively comfortable, and, most impor¬ 
tant, secure. 

An important feature of this technique 
involves choice of weapon. The Colt .45 
was selected for a number of reasons. It is 
extremely reliable, easily obtainable and 
relatively inexpensive. The Colt .45 has 
ample, established stopping power and 
uses readily available military ball ammo. 
COLT .45 

And the Colt .45 favors concealability. 
Among semi-autos, it has a much flatter 
profile than most. There is no bulk in the 
grip area like those which utilize the 
double-line staggered box magazine. 

Why choose a semi-auto over the re¬ 
volver for undercover operations? Con¬ 
cealability. The cylinder of most revolvers 
is too bulky. The leg holster holds no real 
advantage for SWAT team members, be¬ 
cause it interferes with running, jumping 
and rappelling. Also, the weapon tends to 
fall out of this type holster. The Colt .45, 
in addition to being flatter, has an increas¬ 
ed cartridge capacity, decreased reloading 
time Gust snap in a new loaded magazine), 
and a greater number of aimed shots per 
unit of time. 

The UPOP Concealment Technique rig 
is comprised of a suede Bianchi under¬ 
cover holster attached to a Safariland 
trouser belt with hooks. Nothing unique 
there. What is unusual, however, is the 
way in which they are. worn. The UPOP 
concept has the rig attached to the 
underwear and worn, therefore, inside the 
trousers and beneath th& tucked-in shirt! 

UNDERWEAR ATTACHMENT 

This approach to weapon concealment 
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Add Fruit to Your Loom 

Put that Belly Gun in Your BYDs 


by Robert Allman & Nick Ladas 



LEFT: UPOP 
Concealment 
Technique rig in 
position. Weapon is 
placed over upper left 
quadrant of buttocks, 
not on side. Colt .45 
is without grips, 
provides slimmer 
profile. Photo: Darryl 
Gray 

BELOW: UPOP 
Concealment 
Technique rig worn 
beneath street 
clothes. Note 
excellent 

concealability. Wallet 
worn over rig, aids in 
concealment. Photo: 
Darryl Gray 



is accomplished by the addition of six belt 
loops sewn to the outside of a pair of 
men’s briefs — two toward the front, two 
at the sides, and two in back. Spacing is 
important. The belt is threaded through 
the belt loops and the holster is attached 
to the inside of the belt so that the rig fits 
approximately over the upper left quad¬ 
rant of the buttocks. Reverse this for lef¬ 
ties. It is important that a wallet be worn 
in the trousers pocket over the holster to 
aid in concealing any potential bulge. It is 
also recommended that double-knit 
trousers be worn as they have the elasticity 
to assist in concealment. A worfl of cau¬ 
tion to the team member first trying this 
technique — wear old clothes during the 
break-in period, as the new holster has a 
tendency to “bleed,” staining the gar¬ 
ment. 

For improved concealment, the Colt .45 
is carried without grips, providing a slim¬ 
mer profile. 

With the UPOP Concealment Techni¬ 
que in operation, the law enforcement 
personnel involved in covert assignments 
will have ample firepower to bear upon 
the enemy rapidly and reliably. The ac¬ 
companying photos demonstrate the cor¬ 
rect procedure for drawing and firing. 
LIMITATIONS 

Although this UPOP technique works 
well, it has limitations. Since the belt 
loops are sewn to the underwear, any mis¬ 
sion involving a time period of over one 
day would require several pairs of looped 
briefs. This technique also requires em¬ 
ployment of a semi-auto pistol. Many un¬ 
dercover law enforcement personnel pre¬ 
fer revolvers. Although the UPOP tech¬ 
nique is relatively comfortable, comfort is 
subjective, and some may find it not to 
their liking. Also, the more slender the in¬ 
dividual, the less concealable the rig. 
Although this technique works well in 
warm climates and in situations where an 
outer coat or garment would not be worn, 
the technique might present a maneuver¬ 
ability problem if attempted in cold 
climates when multiple layers of outer 
clothing are worn. Finally, this UPOP 
Concealment Technique requires practice 
in drawing and firing. Some may not be 
able to adapt to the rear cross-over draw¬ 
ing technique, although we found it rea¬ 
sonably simple. All things considered, we 
would rate the UPOP Concealment Tech¬ 
nique effective when used for the pur¬ 
poses and under the circumstances for 
which it was designed. 

Those interested in ordering the UPOP 
Concealment Technique may purchase the 
kit from UPOP Research & Development. 
The kit includes one belt (state waist size), 
one holster (state weapon model), 10 belt 
loop sets, and instructions. Send check'or 
money order for $29.90 plus $3.00 per kit 
postage and handling to: UPOP R&D En¬ 
terprises, Inc., P.O. Box 610443, Miami, 
FL 33161. 
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Africa’s Bloodiest Tyrant: Formative Years 

IDI AMIN 

by Kifaru 



O N the wall of my office, here in 
Rhodesia, is a photograph of a 
King’s African Rifles shooting team taken 
about 20 years ago in Uganda. 1 sit, smil¬ 
ing rather smugly, in the front row (after 
all I was the shooting team captain), and 
standing at one side is a fine looking 
African warrant officer, with the broad 
shoulders and narrow waist of an athlete 
and the single medal for Africa General 
Service “Kenya” on his left breast. 

So often from visitors, 1 have the com¬ 
ments: “That is Idi Amin with you?” 
“Come on — you’re pulling my leg” or, 
more bluntly: “I don’t believe you!” 
However, it was true and the warrant of¬ 
ficer in the picture with me is Idi Amin, 
late president of Uganda and blood¬ 
thirsty megalomaniac. 

“He was amusing, strong- 
willed and generally liked.” 

1 have not the slightest intention of try¬ 
ing to defend him, but it may surprise 
people to know that he was not always 
like that; in fact, he was an amusing, 
violently energetic, strong-willed soldier 
who was generally liked by all who served 
with him both black and white. Apart 
from the usual truism about absolute 
power corrupting absolutely, some clue to 


his behavior in recent years may also be 
gained from an article in a London 
newspaper recently, telling of Idi’s con¬ 
genital syphillis which caused him to have 
two forms of brain damage. 

I saw the excellent French-made film 
about Idi Amin a couple of years ago and 
although he was recognizable as the man 1 
had known, it was like a bad caricature. 
The bloated bag of wind on the screen 
with his sagging stomach was difficult to 
reconcile with my memory of the in¬ 
credibly fit sergeant major who knocked 
out a British police officer to become 
heavyweight boxing champion of Ugan¬ 
da. Not the same sergeant major who won 
most of the track events in the battalion 
with his sheer thrusting speed. The man 
whom we trained to play rugby (to the 
disgust of a number of European sides at 
the time) and who had little real 
knowledge of the game but, if passed the 
ball, would invariably run to touchdown 
because his opponents could either not 
catch him, or, if they did, found 
themselves flattened by this human dy¬ 
namo. 

I knew Idi, in all, for six years, three of 
which I served beside him in the 4th Bat¬ 
talion, The King’s African Rifles (Uganda 
Rifles) and a further three when I was with 
a Kenya Battalion of KAR and Idi was an 
officer in the Ugandan army. 


From the foregoing, some readers may 
be thinking that I have, possibly, exag¬ 
gerated Idi Amin’s physical fitness, but I 
can assure them that this is not the case. 
Shortly after I joined the Uganda Rifles, 
on Secondment, I was having dinner with 
a company commander under whom Idi 
had served as a sergeant during the recent 
Mau Mau campaign. We talked about Idi 
and my friend who, by the way, was an 
ex-Arnhem paratrooper and had a fetish 
about physical fitness, suddenly said: 
“Do you know I once saw Idi run down 
and catch a buck.” 

Another officer and I laughed and de¬ 
clared, firmly, that we did not believe this 
and that our host, despite his excellent 
hospitality, was, not to put too fine a 
point to it, taking the mickey! 

“All right, you disbelieving ingrates,” 
said our friend. “I will actually show 
you.” He then brought out a movie pro¬ 
jector and screen, sorted out a reel and 
put it on. 

We saw the wide scrubby plains of Ka- 
ramoja in northern Uganda, with a group 
of Askari, wearing PT shorts and plim¬ 
solls [tennis shoes] and carrying pangas, 
leaving a training camp to go hunting 
game. This they often did by surrounding 
some unsuspecting animal, then closing in 
on it. Prominent in the film was the tall, 
gleaming, grinning figure of Idi. 
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Once Upon A Time He Was Fit, 
Amusing And Liked. But Barbaric Even Then 
Absolute Power Turned Him Into Idi Amin. 


There were a number of Thompson ga¬ 
zelles on the plain, and the hunt started. A 
number of shots of game running and sol¬ 
diers running, all a bit confusing, and 
then our host said: “Now, watch this.'’ 

There was Idi running after a single 
“Tommy gazelle.” The creature zig¬ 
zagged, but with so much other move¬ 
ment, it must have become confused. In¬ 
stead of just running in a straight line and 
leaving Idi behind, it began to run in 
circles. There was something awesorrfe 
about the giant, sweating figure of Idi, 
running and running, getting closer to the 
unfortunate, panic-stricken animal. Sud¬ 
denly, with a spurt, he was amazingly on 
it. He had no panga, he grabbed the crea¬ 
ture, there was a flurry of dust and kick¬ 
ing legs and then, Idi, raising the dead 
animal above his head and the other As- 
kari leaping and dancing in glee about 
him. A barbaric, but impressive display. 

“I thought we were at war.” 

I discovered, as I got to know Idi much 
better, that despite his lively sense of 
humor and easy manner, there was a raw 
ruthlessness not far from the surface of 
his personality. This ruthlessness reduced 
a tough young British officer to a state of 
shaking nervousness during a big battal¬ 
ion exercise when the officer's platoon 
was in a defended position and had the 
shattering experience of being hit by Idi 
Amin's platoon in a dawn attack. 

The officer said that this line of figures 
suddenly appeared in front of the position 
in the dawn light and, screaming insanely, 
with the towering Figure of Idi in the 
forefront, they overran his trenches. He 
said that one of Idi’s huge hands grabbed 
the muzzle of his nearest Bren gun which 
had just begun to fire and, with a flick, 
hurled the weapon over his shoulder to 
land many yards in the rear. 

Idi’s platoon had bayonets Fixed and as 
the officer’s platoon began to lose their 
nerve, the attackers used their bayonets. 
He said he thought that he had undergone 
some weird time change and was really at 
war. He began shouting for everyone to 
stop and that this was only an exercise, 
but Idi’s platoon seemed intent on 
massacre. 

Eventually the ofFicer calmed them 
down, but not before two of his men were 
taken away with bayonet wounds and a 
number of others were fairly extensively 
battered and bruised. The recovered Bren 
gun also proved to be unserviceable. 


Another time I was waiting with a 
number of officers and warrant ofFicers 
for commanding officer’s orders. In my 
adjutant's office were several regimental 
trophies and relics, including, in a small 
frame, the shoulder badge of a Mau Mau 
“General” with the information that this 
was collected by one Sergeant Idi Amin 
near Fort Hall in Kenya when he had kill¬ 
ed the said general. 

I said to Idi, “Come on, sergeant ma¬ 
jor, while we are waiting, tell us how you 
killed the General.” 

“I blew his head off.” 

“Ah, yes, I will tell you,” was the reply 
and away we went on the follow-up and 
contact in the Kenya forests. 

Idi’s vivid description finished like this: 
“We saw them at the other side of the 
stream, so I raised my Sterling and fired. 
The leader fell to the ground and lay there 
screaming and holding his legs where I 
had hit him. I rushed across the stream to 
finish him off, but found my magazine 
was empty. So I changed my magazine 
(going through the motions of doing so). I 
then blew his head off. Next, I tore off his 
shoulder cord and here it is on the wall of 
your office, sir.” Fascinating, I thought, 
but the cold-blooded bit about changing 
the magazine stuck in my mind. 

Another time, Idi Amin saved me from 
a very unpleasant and painful experience. 
We were both with the battalion shooting 
team at an important rifle meeting in 
Kenya. The team was doing very well, but 
to win the competition, it was vital that 
my partner and I win the Bren pairs com¬ 
petition. Tension mounted before this im¬ 
portant match. However, we won it. 

“Don’t move, sir!” 

My partner and I returned to our team 
area to the cheers and congratulations of 
Idi and the others. I lay down on the soft 
grass, with the snow and glaciers of 
Mount Kenya rising nearby and the warm 
sun playing on my face. We had won the 
match which meant that our team had 
won the whole competition — the tension 
oozed out of me and I closed my eyes. I 
must have dozed off. 

The next thing that happened, I heard 
the deep voice of Idi Amin saying, urgent¬ 
ly: “Do not move, sir, whatever you do, 
do not move.” One can imagine what wild 
thoughts raced through my confused 
mind at this stage; however, I kept deadly 


still, but opened my eyes to see the giant 
figure of Idi towering over me, and the 
other members of the team looking down 
on me with a variety of expressions on 
their faces, mostly of horrified fascina¬ 
tion. 

Idi called sharply to them, u Lete fimbo 
upesi [bring a stick quickly]!” My eyes 
moved fractionally and I saw that on my 
chest, crawling toward my bare throat was 
a Kenya centipede, about seven inches 
long. I knew that the sting from one of 
these things could put me in hospital, in 
great pain, for at least several days and 
allegedly, if one had a weak heart, it could 
kill him. At least, I didn’t have a weak 
heart! 

Suddenly Idi had his stick, and cleverly 
slipping it under the creature, he flicked it 
through the air away from me where he 
smashed his boot down on it. He then 
took a knife and after hacking and prob¬ 
ing at the remains for a few minutes, he 
brought to me the sting and poison sack. 
The sting looked something like a large 
cat’s claw. The Askaris, tension relieved, 
roared with laugher, led, of course, by 
Idi. I (somewhat weakly) joined in. 

“Idi Amin is our leader. He 
works us hard.” 

The strength of Idi Amin's personality 
can be gauged by an incident a few years 
later. I was, by this time, serving with a 
Kenya Battalion of the KAR and Idi was 
on a course for “Effendi” rank — the 
nearest thing, at that time, to an African 
officer. This course was held in the same 
Kenya barracks where I was stationed. 
Also, on the same Effendi course was a 
lean, tough, efFicient Somali sergeant ma¬ 
jor whom I also knew well. Seeing this 
CSM one day, I asked him how the course 
was going. 

“Oh, it is very, very hard indeed, sir,” 
he replied. Then, almost reading my 
thoughts, he added: “I don't mean the 
paperwork, I mean the physical side.” 
This was strange coming from this lean, 
hard man who, I knew, could march or 
run most people off their feet, 

“You see,” he went on. “We have, as 
you know, Idi Amin as a student on the 
course and he has appointed himself our 
unofficial leader. He says that we must all 
do well on the course and be very fit. He 
forbids anyone on the course to smoke. I 
like to smoke, but now I do not dare to. 
Also, Idi said that although we go for an 
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#BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER is a 
book long overdue, written by the one 
man whose studies have made him the 
logical person to write it... If you are 
interested in gunleather, it would be very 
bad judgment not to own this book. 

Buy it and study it. Then do what it 
says!” 

Bill Jordan 

llThis book is long overdue. There has 

never before been a text devoted entirely 5 

to gunleather... It is all here, inex- //t _ . _ _ , 

, . U1 , - . . f * . •♦John Bianchi and 1 have been old 

tricably entwined in a fascinating study _ . , _ « . 

r .. ... i friends since the Dark Ages, and now 

of major proportions, written by a & 

man who in my humble opion is our 

foremost authority. I commend it to you.” 



Colonel Charles Askins 
THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN 


that John has found time to assemble and 
publish “Blue Steel & Gunleather” he 
speaks as the patron of the largest and 
most sophisticated gunleather operation 
in the world... Attend his words. You 
will be glad therefore.” 


ftThe peace officer, quick-draw artist, 
and hunter will appreciate this book 
which fully covers all needs and 
illustrates them clearly. I can highly 
recommend this fine book to all the gun- 
toting fraternity.” 

Elmer Keith 

GUNS & AMMO Magazine 


Jeff Cooper 

International Firearms Authority 

“There’s a lot more to holsters than 
you’d think, and this book tells it all.” 

Dean Grennell 
Managing Editor 
GUN WORLD Magazine 


[a bein'FELD book"’" 
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army run at 0600 hours each day, he in¬ 
sists that we get up and go for a run with 
him first at 0500 hours. It is all very, very 
hard!” 

About a year after this, having become 
an Effendi, a number of African officers 
had to be appointed by a certain date and 
ldi and another Effendi were chosen for 
commissioning. They appeared before a 
board of officers and two friends of mine 
were members. 

One of them told me later that when ldi 
was congratulated and told that he would 
become a lieutenant on a certain date, ldi 
thought for a minute and then said: 
“Gentlemen, please don’t commission 
me. I know I am a good Effendi, but I am 
not bright enough to be an officer.” Im¬ 
agine, in recent years, anyone trying to re¬ 
mind him of that conversation! 

The last time I saw ldi Amin, he was a 
captain commanding a company of The 
Uganda Rifles which was assisting our 
Kenya battalion in a search for illegal 
weapons in the wild, remote border areas 
to the north of Kenya and Uganda. On the 
return from these operations, I was 
organizing the final move of troops out of 
the area and on the last night before mov¬ 
ing out, I was in my camp on my own, as 
all other officers had left and I was off at 
dawn. Idi’s company was moving at the 
same time and was camped about half a 
mile away. 

Then, in the evening, an orderly came 
with a message — words to the effect 
would I, as an old friend, come and have 
supper with Captain Amin. I did so. 
There were just the two of us and I recall 
that we had a most enjoyable time refight¬ 
ing old battles and talking of Uganda. 
Next morning, we motored off in our 
separate directions. 

A few days later, a great row arose over 
an allegation that ldi Amin’s men had tor¬ 
tured 16 prisoners to death during the 
operation and the local district commis¬ 
sioner had the bodies to prove it. It seems 
that ldi had been practicing for the future, 
even then. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Kifaru is the Swahili word for 
rhinoceros. We received permission 
from Rhodesian Army officials to re¬ 
print this and a future article on form¬ 
er Central African Empire dictator 
Bokassa from its monthly publication. 
Assegai . The Rhodesians said they 
could not further identify the author 
but could confirm “his bona fides as 
impeccable. He has a strong military 
background and certainly knows what 
he is talking about.” 

From reading the articles, SOF staf¬ 
fers have concluded that he is a white 


British officer who spent much of his 
military career commanding black 
troops in Africa. ^ - bp - 
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Continued from page 12 

usually done by soldiers on leave or BSAP 
men in between call-ups and can supple¬ 
ment a man’s normal pay. 

The Guard force used to be just that — 
employed to guard farms, ranches, etc. in 
a strictly defensive posture. However, as 
the war heated up, the unit adopted a 
more aggressive posture and took the field 
against the guerrillas actively. 

It is composed of six battalions, two of 
them “line of rail” units that guard the 
railroad. The third battalion is an infantry 
battalion. Battalions Four through Six 
still serve on farm protection duty. All 
told there are 8,000 people in Guard Force 
including headquarters, training facilities, 
etc. 

Guard Force contracts are non-binding 
for one year which means that either party 
may dissolve the agreement by giving a 
30-day written notice. An individual who 
wishes to leave has to pay $85 Rhodesian. 

Note: Although money is frozen in ZR, 
anyone who leaves before two years res¬ 
idence may take with him all monies earn¬ 
ed legally. 

Good places to make private contacts 
and to pick up information are the Pros¬ 
pector’s Club bar in the Monamatapa 
Hotel and the lounge in the Jameson 
Hotel. 

SOF will keep on top of the situation in 
ZR and last-minute information may be 
obtained by writing or calling here. 


ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE 

An interesting option for foreigners 
who wish to serve a tour in Rhodesia 
without a long-term commitment is the 
Guard Force Reserve, 

In this program, a man signs on for 
45 days at approximately 60 percent of 
a Regular Guard Force officer's pay 
and he has the option of dissolving his 
contract with only 24 hours notice and 
with a penalty of only $30 to $40 
Rhodesian. 

At the end of the first 45 days, a man 
has the option of extending for another 
reserve tour, going regular or leaving 
without penalties. 

The program is a good deal for both 
employer and employee since it gives 
both a chance to have a look at one 
another and decide if either is suitable 
to the other. 

Most Guard Force Reserve officers 
are foreigners and only experienced 
military personnel— preferably infan¬ 
try — are given consideration^ 
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The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

It police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
„ our staff have trained hundreds of 
SImen in resident police academies. 
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I Everything explained in easy-to-un deist and lan¬ 
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learn everything from patrol procedures, 
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prints, photography, gathering evidence 
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tion, crowd control and making arrests. 
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camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 
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S der, brushes, fingerprint strips, 
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fingerprints, 
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“Peace with Honor” 
in ZR 

West Washes Hands 

by Bob Poos 
Photo: R.K. Brown 


Editor's Note: No names mil be men¬ 
tioned in the following analysis of recent 
events in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia because 
those Rhodesians interviewed> both black 
and white , requested anonymity for vary¬ 
ing reasons , and SOF respects such re¬ 
quests. SOF Managing Editor Bob Poos 
spent two weeks in ZR recently. He talked 
to people in all walks of life and went on 
counter-terrorist patrols , leaving just as 
the cease-fire documents were signed in 
London. During the time he was there , the 
war went on much as it has for the last 
decade . Terrorists murdered a couple of 
white farmers living in isolated areas and 
mortared the Zimbabwe Ruins resort ho¬ 
tel. The Rhodesian Light Infantry, Rho¬ 
desian Armored Regiment , Selous Scouts , 
British South African Police and Guard 
Force , among others , mounted routine 
combat patrols. 


A pparently the world is about to 
witness another “peace with honor,” 
this time in southern Africa rather than 
South Vietnam and this time arranged by 
a Briton named Lord Carrington rather 
than a German-American named Henry 
Kissinger. The outcome will probably be 
the same, a new Marxist revolutionary 
government. 

Very few people in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
greeted the cease-fire agreement with 
anything less than cynicism. About the 
most optimistic comment I heard during 
my stay there — and I was there when the 
agreements were signed — was, “Well, 
maybe 1*11 be able to buy some real Scotch 
whiskey now that the sanctions have been 
lifted.” (All members of the United Na¬ 
tions have observed a UN sanction against 
sending goods of any kind to ZR, some 
observing the sanctions more strictly than 
others.) 

The man sitting across the table at 
lunch in the Monomatapa Hotel was an 
upper class businessman who worked for 
one of the largest firms in Rhodesia. The 
Monamatapa is Rhodesia’s version of the 
Waldorf-Astoria. He sipped at his gin and 
tonic and remarked: “Why art you asking 
me for predictions on what will happen 
here? You were in Vietnam for a long time 
and you are a student of what happened 
there. It will be the same here, with local 
variations. 

“But since you’ve asked and you are 
obviously seriously interested, here’s the 
scenario, as I see it. As you know, the 
‘Patriotic Front* is composed of two ma¬ 
jor groups, one called ZANLA, headed by 
a creature named Robert Mugabe and 
which is composed mostly of people from 
the Mashona tribe, based in Mozambique, 
and ZIPRA, led by one Joshua Nkoma, 
whose terrorist bases were largely located 
in Zambia and whose people are mostly of 
the Matebele tribe with a few Mashona. 
You also have some lesser factions but 
those are the main terrorist groups. 
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“And they don’t like one another very 
much more than they do the present gov¬ 
ernment of this country. They fight one 
another as well as the security forces. 

“And you have the third major factor. 
The regular security forces. As you know, 
90 percent of our security force is black. 
They have been fighting the terrs for 10 
years and they know that it’s all over for 
them if the Patriotic Front should happen 
to win these elections the Brits are spon¬ 
soring. 

“The way I see it, what’s going to hap¬ 
pen, no matter who wins the elections, all 
three major factions are going to wind up 
fighting one another. The winner? The 
winner will be whomever the Russians 
supply the most arms to. And, of course, 
the Cubans will soon stick their oar in, 
just as they have in Angola and to a lesser 
extent Zambia. 

“At any rate, I predict it will be bloody 
and chaotic and I’m going to get out of 
here at my first opportunity.” 

A captain in the Security Force said, 
“How fast it happens depends on who 
wins the elections. But no matter who 
wins, hostilities will go on for years, at 
least three to five. Then it will be resolved 
in favor of one of the PF factions.” 

He added: “The blacks in this country 
have been so deprived of news of the rest 
of the world that they are not aware of the 
tragedies that have occurred in Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos and elsewhere, the 
bloodbaths, genocide of the Muong in 
Laos, mass starvation in Cambodia. Thus 
they will probably trust the grandiose pro¬ 
mises of the Marxists, not realizing how 
dreadful reality can be.” 

Similar sentiments were echoed by an 
officer of an elite Rhodesian paramilitary 
unit: “One thing for certain, it’s the end 
of the era of the white man here. And it’s 
the end of all reason and sanity for the 
future. It will be black against black 
against black and it will be a bloodbath. 
Am I leaving? You bet I am. With every¬ 
thing 1 can get out of here. 

“It’s a pity, too. This is a beautiful 
country — I’ve lived here for more than 
25 years and I love it. I know, also, that 
I’ll never find anywhere else the good life 
that I’ve found here, the nice home, yard, 
swimming pool, servants. But at least 


maybe I’ll find security for my wife and 
family somewhere else. I’ve been Fighting 
for this country a long time and I bitterly 
hate to lose. I guess your chaps who 
fought in Vietnam felt much the same. 
But I guess you have to accept fate.” 

An American officer in the regular 
Rhodesian army — some would call him a 
mercenary although he makes only about 
$1,000 a month — said: “Well, you’ve got 
to figure that the Patriotic Front has a 
good chance of winning the elections. 
They can promise the sun and the moon to 
these people, fully aware they can’t pro¬ 
duce what they promise. The Bishop 
(Abel Muzorewa, first black prime min¬ 
ister of ZR who was chosen in what even 
critical observers judged a free election) 
has to be more of a realist. He knows the 
state of the economics in this country and 
he knows that if he makes a lot of pro¬ 
mises he can’t produce on, the Patriotic 
Front leaders will be at his throat — 
literally.” 

He added, “And as well as these people 
have done, I still can’t see any other out¬ 
come. They cannot economically continue 
fighting this war forever. Their resources 
are almost drained now. 

“I’ll be leaving here when I’ve fulfilled 
my contract. Know anywhere they’re hir¬ 
ing?” 

Black Rhodesians gave similar predic¬ 
tions but for different reasons. Said a 
waiter in a hotel dining room: “Oh, yes, 
I’ll vote for the Patriotic Front. I think 
Bishop Muzorewa is a nice man but under 
him we still have to work as hard as we did 
and we’re not making any more money. 
The Patriotic Front will change all that. 
We’ll have to work less hard and we’ll 
make a lot more money. We’ll have all the 
good things then.” 

Four thousand blacks turned out to 
greet the first contingent of terrorist of¬ 
ficers who flew in from Mozambique and 
Angola after the cease-fire went into ef¬ 
fect. 

A black cab driver — a veteran of the 
Rhodesian African Rifles — said: “Yes, I 
believe the PF will win the elections. The 
people know they are the only ones who 
can end the fighting. They’re the ones 
who started it and only they can end it.” 
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Asked if he did not fear a civil war he 
shrugged: “We’ve been having one for a 
long time.” He was unconvinced that the 
future might be even bloodier than the 
past 

Another man serving in a paramilitary 
unit said: “Sure. The Brits. We’ve got lots 
of cause to love them, don’t we. They’ll 
be here just long enough to see the elec¬ 
tions through — if that long. Then they’ll 
pull out and leave us in the soup. Well, 
I’m pulling out. The locals can fight 
among themselves all they want. I’ve done 
my share of it. Maybe there’s something 
in South Africa.” 

Only one person of a dozen or so inter¬ 
viewed differed with the others. A lean, 
sun-bronzed middle-aged man who owns 
a farm about 50 miles outside Salisbury 
said over lunch one day: 

“I know it doesn’t look good but the 
wife and I have stuck it out this long and 
we’re going to stay around and see what 
happens now. Maybe it’ll all work out for 
the best. Besides, what would I do and 
where would I go. I’m a Rhodesian and 
this is all I know.” 

Henry Kissinger won a Nobel Peace 
Prize for his “Peace With Honor” in 
Vietnam. Perhaps Lord Carrington will 
get one for the British “Peace With 
Honor” in Rhodesia. Yeech! 


ABOVE: From left to right: Publisher Brown with folding stock Remington 870 shotgun; 
George McMullen, ex-Florida cop with HK92; Jimmy Knapp of Pennsylvania and Scott 
Caldwell, ex-Nam vet and U.S. Marshal with FN f s. Knapp was chief of security on 15,000 
acre ranch; Caldwell worked for six months for Anglo-American in security. LEFT: Jack 
Waldie, former Florida police officer, with the ZR Guard Force chats with Jim Knapp dur¬ 
ing combined operation of Guard Force and ranch security unit. BELOW: Sunday tea 
time at ranch near Rusape, Rhodesia. Owner of ranch stands beneath Cape Buffalo head. 
Jim Knapp, chief of ranch security, seated in front. 


Editor's Note: The accompanying 
information on ZR s s Guard Force (see 
page 12) was contributed by an 
American captain in the unit . He 
entered as a junior commandant, 
which is equivalent to a first lieute¬ 
nant. He was rapidly advanced — in 
three months —* to captain. 

This man served in the U.S. Army 
Special Forces in Vietnam as an NCO 
and won a commission upon his return 
to the U.S. 

He is very gang ho about the unit 
and would like to go into detail about 
tactics , kill ratio and other specifics 
but cannot because of security reasons. 
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“WE WILL FIGHT 

TO 

THE DEATH” 


Exclusive Interview 
with Afghan Rebel Leader 

by R.K. Brown 
Photos Courtesy Z.K. Nassry 


For several months SOF has been 
following the progress of the anti¬ 
communist rebellion in Afghanistan — a 
small, vicious war which, until recently, 
was largely ignored by the U.S. press and 
totally ignored by the U.S. government. 

SOF located one of the prominent lead¬ 
ers of the anti-communist forces who was 
in the U.S. to raise political support and 
publicize his cause. On 10 November 
1979, Editor and Publisher Bro wn pew to 
New York City to interview Zia Khan 
Nassry, chairman of one of the largest of 
the rebel groups. Nassry, a graduate of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and the International Marketing Institute 
of Cambridge, is as fanatically dedicated 
to the cause of expelling the Russian 
tyrants as any bearded, turbaned Pash tun 
guerrilla. Though he lacks any formal mil¬ 
itary training, a discussion of weapons 
brings a gleam to his eye, especially if such 
weapons have the capability of dispatch¬ 
ing large numbers of the hated Russians to 
the happy hunting ground. 

After the Hitler-style Russian invasion 
of Afghanistan, Brown pew to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., on 29 December to obtain an 
update from Nassry on his “holy” war. 

One of the most incredible facts reveal¬ 
ed during the interviews was that the U. S. 
government and especially the “tooth 
fairy” turkeys in the U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment had not even attempted to debrief 
Nassry while he was in the U. S.! 
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What could have happened if the CIA 
had been allowed to covertly funnel 
sanitized weapons, including ground-to- 
air and ground-to-ground missile systems 
to the rebels months before the Soviet in¬ 
vasion? For years the Soviets have sup¬ 
plied any and all terrorist and/or “na¬ 
tional liberation” movements whose tar¬ 
gets are the countries of the free world. 
The peanut farmer and the gutless, in¬ 
competent pacifists that pose as his ad¬ 
visors have dropped the ball again (in this 
case the bullets) and have condemned a 
proud, individualistic people to a future 
of Russian-style genocide and oppression. 
SOF f s interview with Nassry follows: 

S OF: What is your position with the 
Afghan rebels? 

NASSRY: At the present time I represent 
90,000 rebels in three provinces. 

SOF: What is the name of the group? 
NASSRY: Afghanistan Islamic Nation¬ 
alist Revolutionary Council. It includes 
religious orders as well as nationalists. 
SOF: When did you become involved in 
the revolution against the present regime 
in Afghanistan? 

NASSRY: In December 1978. 

SOF: What has been the American 
media’s response to your efforts to obtain 
publicity for your cause? 

NASSRY: Unfortunately, very little. 
American media have given us little space. 
The New York Times has been just 



TOP: Typical Pashtun rebel 
tribesmen armed with FNs, 
30 cal. 1917 (I.S. Enfields 
and 303 short magazine Lee 
Enfields. RIGHT: Zia Khan 
Nassry receives instruction 
on captured Russian RPG-2. 
FAR RIGHT: Afghan rebels, 
some of the toughtest 
fighting men in the world, 
pose with captured Russian 
tank. Captured armor is of 
limited value due to lack of 
fuel, maintenance capability. 
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MAP: shows 
locations of 
Afghanistan 
cities involved in 
the fighting. 

LEFT: Zia Khan 
Nassry, leader of 
one of major 
Afghan rebel 
groups in 
liberated 
territory. 

RIGHT: Typical, 
fierce Afghan 
tribesmen, who 
are fighting 
Russians. 
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scratching the surface, as well as the 
Christian Science Monitor , Washington 
Post, the Los Angeles Times . But they 
have reported only a third or a fourth of 
what’s really happening. And most of that 
is second- or third-hand information. 
They have not been to the front, except 
for one journalist from the Christian 
Science Monitor. 

SOF: Have any newspaper reporters in¬ 
terviewed you personally? 

NASSRY: Yes, but just a few: from the 
New York Times, The Washington Post. 
SOF: What effort have you made to ob¬ 
tain congressional support? You men¬ 
tioned Senators Javitts and Church? 
NASSRY: I did meet with their senior 
aides on foreign policy. I asked for 
military assistance like anti-tank and anti¬ 
aircraft systems. They all say, “We sym¬ 
pathize with you.” But I got nothing. 
SOF: Did they explain why they would 
not give you aid? 

NASSRY: Because at that stage they 
couldn’t accept that we fight successfully 
the Soviets and their puppets. They 
thought it was a lost cause. In one city, a 
diplomat of the United States told me that 
the Soviet Union moves like an elephant, 
that it was not easy to remove them. He 
thought it was a lost cause and the U.S. 
doesn’t want to back losers. We have pro¬ 
ved them wrong — we could defeat them 
in their backyard with a little support. 
Without money or arms, with just 
political and moral support. 

SOF: Have you made any efforts to pre¬ 
sent your case before the United Nations? 
NASSRY: Yes, we sent a plea to Kurt 
Waldheim. No response. 

SOF: How long ago? 

NASSRY: September 18, 1979, the open¬ 
ing day of the General Assembly. 

SOF: You’ve heard nothing from them 
since then? 

NASSRY: No, they don’t even have the 
courtesy to respond. They are a pack of 
hypocrites. The United Nations is the 
Mecca of hypocrisy. 

SOF: Have you attempted to enlist the aid 
of Moslem countries? 

NASSRY: We approached the govern¬ 
ment representative from Pakistan and 
Iran in their native lands. Their response 
has been negative. I went to the United 
Arab Emirates for financial assistance. 
We had talks in March [1979] and they 
promised that they would help. Later on I 
found out they wouldn’t assist us because 
the Saudis wouldn’t move. 

SOF: Why not? 

NASSRY: The head of the delegation said 
Saudi Arabia would not help because they 
didn’t have assurance from the United 
States. Apparently, the decision was made 
here in the White House. 

SOF: Have you had any direct contact 
with the State Department? 

NASSRY: Yes. 

SOF: Whom have you contacted there? 
NASSRY; The person in charge of the 
Afghanistan desk. 


SOF: What was his response? 

NASSRY: His response was that their 
policy remained the same — to remain 
uninvolved. 

SOF: If you are able to obtain aid, in the 
form of military equipment, and it 
becomes obvious that this military equip¬ 
ment is being funneled in through 
Pakistan, won’t this cause problems for 
Pakistan? 

NASSRY: Definitely. Pakistan has cor¬ 
dial relations with the Soviet Union and 
they do not like to antagonize the Soviets. 
We wouldn’t want to embarrass Pakistan 
because we have 400,000 refugees in their 
land. 

SOF: What kind of arms are you specific¬ 
ally seeking? 

NASSRY: Ground-to-ground and ground- 
to-air systems. 

SOF: What do you think are the chances 
that the Russians, if they see that the pup¬ 
pet government is seriously threatened, 
will intervene with regular or airborne 
divisions? 

NASSRY: It depends on the stand the 
United States takes. If U.S. policymakers 
take a strong stand, it’s up to us. If they 
have some sort of understanding on 
SALT II, if they indicate they are not go¬ 
ing to get involved, the Russians will bring 
their troops. 

SOF: Would you accept foreign advisors? 
NASSRY: We don’t feel we need foreign 
advisors because we have military person¬ 
nel who defected from the puppet army 
who can lead the mechanized military 
movement. We might as well not fight if 
we have to put up with the domination of 
another foreign country. 

SOF: I’m talking about freelance foreign 
advisors. For instance, snipers who could 
kill a Russian at a thousand meters. 
NASSRY: It’s not that we don’t have 
manpower. I can’t see at this stage that we 
would even think of utilizing foreign per¬ 
sonnel. 

SOF: Once again, I’m emphasizing 
foreign personnel, not government. 
NASSRY: Mercenaries. Definitely not, 
because mercenaries would not fight with 
a full heart. It would give more reason for 
the Soviet Union to bring in more troops. 
For that reason it is out of the question. 
The people will come to us. They have a 
religious responsibility, whether they are 
from Afghanistan or not. Neighboring 
countries, Arab nations from Indonesia to 
the heart of Africa have a religious 
responsibility to their Moslem brothers 
when they are invaded by a godless power. 
SOF: What opportunities are there for 
journalists to go to Afghanistan and 
report the war from your perspective, 
your viewpoint? 

NASSRY: We offer visas to the liberated 
areas with escort and security. The more 
the people who know about our cause, the 
better. Unfortunately, foreign journalists 
cover it from the government’s side. 

SOF: Has there been any effort to cover 
it? I have not seen anything. 


NASSRY: Just Christian Science Monitor 
on November 2. 

SOF: Most journalists don’t want to go 
there? 

NASSRY: Yes. 

SOF: Have you contacted any indepen¬ 
dent arms merchants? 

NASSRY: I am researching where we can 
buy arms. 

SOF: The main problem is funds? 
NASSRY: Is funds, yes. And political 
support. 

SOF: At this point in time, how are the 
Russians resupplying Kabul? 

NASSRY: With airlifts. 

SOF: So what you need to do is shoot 
down some of those transport planes. 
NASSRY: Yes, but the cheapest anti¬ 
aircraft system is $50,000. A rocket costs 
$5,000. We couldn’t even afford to buy a 
radio station— which would cost $200,000 
—to get our message out across the na¬ 
tion. It sounds ridiculous, but that’s the 
way it is. We have a small radio station 
which was captured from the puppets, but 
it’s very weak. And, the puppet govern¬ 
ment jams our broadcasts. 

SOF: I note you have spoken before some 
student groups. What kind of response 
have you got from students? 

NASSRY: They were interested. They 
realize that the U.S. government is not 
taking a strong position and they always 
ask what they can do. 

I tell them, write to your President, 
write to your Senator. In the ’60s they 
were raising cain when the U.S. used 
napalm in Vietnam, but nobody is com¬ 
plaining about the Soviet Union using 
napalm and poison gas. 

SOF: Where? 

NASSRY: The northern region of Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

SOF: You were quoted in a recent inter¬ 
view that the Saudi Arabians would rather 
spend their money in Las Vegas than help 
their Moslem brothers. Is that an accurate 
quote? 

NASSRY: I’m talking about people in the 
hierarchy, the government. The royal 
family. The people in Saudi Arabia sym¬ 
pathize with us. But they are not in a posi¬ 
tion to give the sort of assistance we need. 
SOF: One problem that the Afghan rebels 
have is that there is no coordinated com¬ 
mand and control of all the rebel groups. 
Is that accurate? 

NASSRY: It is accurate in a technical 
sense but we’re not Fighting each other: 
we have one common enemy. 

SOF: If you have diverse groups and 
you’re not operating under a coordinated 
plan, you could not be as effective as if 
you had one commander and staff direc¬ 
ting the rebellion. 

NASSRY: We have dialogues between 
different organizations. Small groups are 
merging. 

SOF: What is the major difficulty in get¬ 
ting all the groups to organize under one 
leader? 
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NASSRY: The opposition has infiltrated 
KGB agents into some of these organiza¬ 
tions to create an atmosphere of distrust, 
of disunity. They keep the people apart. 
SOF: Give some examples of KGB in¬ 
filtration. 

NASSRY: They subvert a member of the 
family of one of the ruling hierarchy who 
then purposely causes dissension. 

SOF: Were you able to identify these 
agents? What did you do to them? 
NASSRY: We identified them but could 
not neutralize them. I cannot go to the 
leader of another organization and tell 
him, “Your nephew is a KGB agent, 
trained by the KGB.” It would appear Fm 
trying to destroy their organization. 

SOF: How have you been able to deal 
with that problem? 

NASSRY: We have not been very suc¬ 
cessful. 

SOF: These KGB agents are still in their 
positions? 

NASSRY: Yes. 

SOF: How many are there? 

NASSRY: Even one is enough in an 
organization. Assuming that one of my 
cousins was indoctrinated by the KGB, he 
comes to my home, to my organization; I 
can’t kick him out. 

SOF: Are these KGB agents Afghans who 
were taken to Russia? 

NASSRY: They are Afghans who were 
trained by an organization which is subor¬ 
dinate to the KGB in Afghanistan. Some 
were trained in Russia. 

SOF: You reject utilizing foreign 
volunteers. On the other hand, using 
medics, in your camps, not up at the front 
but inside the border — that’s something 
no one could really condemn. If 
somebody contacted SOF and said, “I’m 
a medic. I would like to go to 
Afghanistan,” or “I would like to go to 
Pakistan to help Afghanistan,” is that 
feasible? 

NASSRY: It is. We can place people in 
clinics or refugee camps. 

SOF: I don’t think, frankly, you can ex¬ 
pect any American support while Carter is 
president. 

NASSRY: Yes, that’s right. I wish Presi¬ 
dent Carter would be less selective with 
the human rights issue and realize that the 
Russians and their puppets have mas¬ 
sacred 250,000 tribesmen. 

SOF: One out of every 60 people have 
been killed. Right? 

NASSRY: Yes. Numerous villages are 
totally destroyed. 

SOF: How are you fighting the Russian 
forces? 

NASSRY: Primarily with ambushes. 

SOF: But if you have no ground-to- 
ground missiles, what do you ambush 
with? 

NASSRY: We use captured RPG-7s. In 
many cases our men run behind the tank 
and throw Molotov cocktails on the 
engine’s air vents. 

SOF: I understand you’ve captured a 
significant amount of Russian armor? 


NASSRY: Yes. On one occasion tribes¬ 
men captured a number of T55s, drove 
them home and refused to give them to us. 
They felt that since they personally cap¬ 
tured the tanks they owned them. 

SOF: A case of rugged individualism. 
How did you get the tanks back? 
NASSRY: I had to get the religious 
leaders to talk to the tribesmen and tell 
them it was their religious responsibility to 
give us the tanks to fight a holy war. I 
then gave them a receipt guaranteeing that 
after we toppled the government they 
would be rewarded. We allowed the 
tribesmen to keep the AKs they captured 
but the tanks, anti-aircraft and armored 
personnel carriers they had to give us. 
SOF: What did you do with the tanks and 
the armored personnel carriers? 
NASSRY: We sent them to different 
fronts for operations. 

SOF: Are they still functioning? 
NASSRY: Not many. We are short of 
fuel. Also, if they break down then that’s 
it. We have no maintenance capability. 
SOF: Can you estimate how many casual¬ 
ties you have inflicted on the Russians? 
NASSRY: We don’t have any accurate 
statistics. 

SOF: How many casualties have you in¬ 
flicted on the puppet government? 
NASSRY: They have suffered heavy 
losses. We kill the leaders; the rest are 
given amnesty. If they embrace Islam 
again and admit they were deceived by the 
government we will accept them. As soon 
as we kill their commanders, they defect 
to us. 

SOF: Can you generally describe the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the defection of 
large units of the puppet army? What 
caused them to defect? 

NASSRY: Our forces pinned their ar¬ 
mored columns down on narrow roads 
where they couldn’t move or be resup¬ 
plied. There are not very many roads that 
they can use. They have tremendous 
disadvantages. And the Russian forces 
don’t know where we are. They keep fir¬ 
ing thousands of rounds constantly. There 
is some fighting during the day but most 
fire fights start late in the afternoon. Then 
we have a few hours to operate. We 
operate effectively maybe five to six hours 
out of 24. At dawn and dusk. 

SOF: Are all the Russian helicopter gun- 
ships flown by Russians? 

NASSRY: Yes, because they are very 
sophisticated. They are terrible weapons. 
The only thing that can knock them down 
is a rocket. 

SOF: Have you gotten any support from 
Indonesia? 

NASSRY: No. None of the Islam coun¬ 
tries. None of them yet could move their 
embassy in Afghanistan. 

SOF: Why? 

NASSRY: They’re scared. 

SOF: I interviewed a man in Rhodesia 
several months ago — King Leka, the king 
of Albania in exile. 


NASSRY: He’s a friend of mine. 

SOF: He said his effort to overthrow the 
communist dictatorship in Albania is be¬ 
ing sponsored by the Moslem countries. 
Why won’t they finance you when they 
finance somebody like him? 

NASSRY: He has tremendous support in 
the United States. The Albanian-Ameri- 
cans have quite a lobby. 

Publisher Brown flew to 
Washington, D.C. on 29 De¬ 
cember 1979 to consult with 
Zia Khan Nassry and get his 
analysis of the Afghan situa¬ 
tion in light of the Russian in¬ 
vasion. Nassry departed the 
following day for Europe and 
the Middle East in hopes of 
raising the support that has not 
been forthcoming from the 
U.S. 


S OF: What is your analysis of the 
situation now? 

NASSRY: Bleak. Not just what I feel but 
the Russians too, because we want to fight 
them to the end. We are determined to 
fight with whatever we have — whatever 
we can capture from them. We are not go¬ 
ing to be scared by tanks or by numbers. 
We don’t care if there are 10,000 or 
500,000. We will continue our struggle. 
SOF: Last time I spoke with you, you 
mentioned you thought that the Saudis or 
the United Arab Emirates would not sup¬ 
port you because they did not have the 
okay from the U.S. 

NASSRY: They did not have assurance 
from the U.S. The U.S. kept pussyfooting 
with us while the Soviet Union has been 
involved the past 15 months directly. They 
are all involved in their own political she¬ 
nanigans of the 1980 election and the 50 
hostages in Iran. The Russian invasion of 
our country is a major international 
disaster which in the long run will adverse¬ 
ly affect the U.S. The U.S. is failing to 
keep the Russians away from the Persian 
Gulf, the Indian Ocean, the oil of the 
Middle East and the population of India. 
SOF: Have you, since the Russian inva¬ 
sion, obtained any more support from 
Islamic countries? 

NASSRY: They are finally listening to us. 
Verbally they have come to our support. 
This is real war against Islamic states. The 
majority of them are with the western 
world, the democratic world. Their in¬ 
terest is at stake and we hope that Western 
Europe, the United States and Japan 
come around. We hope that the Chinese 
take a firmer stand against this vicious 
Soviet invasion. 

SOF: Will the Islamic nations give you 
more support? Will they give you arms? 


44 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL/80 


NASSRY: For the sake of Islam, for the 
preservation of Islam, they have to sup¬ 
port us. For their own security in the 
future. 

SOF: Has there been any change on the 
part of the Saudis yet? 

NASSRY: We have not contacted them 
directly. It is in my itinerary next week to 
stop at Cairo, Tehran and the U.A.R. It’s 
time to put up or shut up. 

SOF: Has the U.S. State Department at¬ 
tempted to contact you? 

NASSRY: Today is the first time I was 
called by the State Department. They have 
not offered any assistance yet. We don’t 
want their money or Marines. We want 
their moral and political support. We 
want them to give reassurance to 
Pakistan, to other Moslem states which 
are allied with the U.S. 

SOF: When I last spoke with you I asked 
whether you would accept volunteers. 
Your response then was no, because you 
did not want to give the Soviets provoca¬ 
tion to increase their troops and influence 
in Afghanistan. Since the invasion are you 
reconsidering this? 

NASSRY: We are seriously reconsidering 
it. It is time for the Moslem states and the 
free states to do something. 

SOF: Would you accept volunteers from 
the west? 

NASSRY: Definitely. 

SOF: They would have to make their way 
to your tribal headquarters and say, 
“Here T am. I want to help.” 

NASSRY: They can do it. Why not? We 
will refer you to some people whom they 
can contact to make the necessary ar¬ 
rangements. 

SOF: If someone contacts me? 

NASSRY: I will give you a name in 
Washington. 

SOF: I am going to print this in my 
magazine but I will not print the name. If 
anyone sends a resume to me, I will for¬ 
ward it to your representative. Would a 
volunteer be allowed to come into 
Pakistan with his own personal sidearms? 
NASSRY: That is at the discretion of 
Pakistan authorities. However, weapons 
are easy to obtain in Afghanistan. 
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COMING SOON 
IN 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Bushman Battalion: The Montagnards of 
South Africa. SOF staffer visits 3-1 Battalion 
where Force Recon, SF and LGRP people 
would feel right at home. 

AND STILL MORE 
TO COME 

Cuban widow maker: SOF obtains 
exclusive interview with South African armor 
officer who wiped out almost 100 Cubans 
who made the mistake of becoming “ad¬ 
visers” in Angola — and he got 11 of them 
with a handgun. 

“Let’s go get ambushed.” SOF staffer 
takes a long after-dark trip with counter¬ 
terrorist unit in southern Africa. 
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Ready 

to 

Go 

Ready 

to 


Fight 


by Jim Graves 


Texas’ 2nd Battalion, 
36th Airborne is not a 
typical National Guard 
unit. Intense and 
interesting training 
programs have produced 
a very high retention rate 
for the unit and morale 
— if what SOF saw at 
the December drill is any 
indication — couldn’t be 
better. They plan, 
prepare and execute with 
spirit. And that’s what 
Airborne is supposed to 
be about. 
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F ire in the hole!” 

“Okay.” 

Kaa—poow! 

“Shit!” 

“What was that?” 

“I don’t know,” said SFC Gordon Rot- 
tman. “With those guys you never 
know.” 

Those guys were the demo men prepar¬ 
ing blast holes for Rottman’s OPFOR 
(Opposing Force) team, which would man 
a squad-size bunker complex for the 2nd 
Battalion, 143rd Infantry, 36th Airborne 
Brigade’s December 1979 drill. 

Rottman, a Special Forces Vietnam vet¬ 
eran and the operations and training 
sergeant for the battalion, and his OP¬ 
FOR people were finishing up the 200-odd 
hours of preparation that went into mak¬ 
ing the drill go. 

Some, perhaps most, National Guard 
units drill. The Houston-based 2nd Bat¬ 
talion trains — hard, imaginatively and 
realistically. 

How Hard? 

“You have to do your infantry training 
in the field because that’s where people 
get cold, hungry and tired,” says Lt. Col. 
David Heuer, the battalion commander, 
“but in spite of all those types of things 
they still have to be able to function and 
you really find out what kind of unit you 
have when you put them under those 
kinds of stressful conditions.” 

How Imaginatively? 

“Let’s put together four of these [ar¬ 
tillery simulators], one of these [!4-pound 
C-4] and one of these [Vi -gallon gas con¬ 
tainers]. That should make a nice bang. 

“Any time they [the battalion] know 
that we’re putting on a show for them 
they start to quiver because they don’t 
really know what to expect,” states demo- 
man C.J. Harper, a Marine Vietnam 
veteran. 


TOP: Assault team 
member moves toward 
entrance to underground 
bunker as smoke 
grenades turn scene 
eerie. BOTTOM: 

Trooper from 36th Air¬ 
borne steps out of smoke 
cloud to take out two 
OPFOR team members. 
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How Realistically? 


Rottman’s OPFOR team obtained —* at 
their own expense — obsolete Czech Ar¬ 
my camouflage smocks, which are very 
similar in pattern to Russian camies. The 
team also purchased surplus U.S. Navy 
khaki caps and dyed them so that they 
resemble Soviet field caps. The trenches 
used in the December drill were laid out 
from plans depicted in a Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency publication on strong- 
point construction of a Soviet motorized 
rifle company and from an East German 
NCO’s handbook. 

“Knowing what the Soviets do is Rott¬ 
man’s hobby,” said 1st Lt. Donald 
Nichols, a Marine Vietnam veteran and 
the battalion’s operations and training 
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TOP: OPFOR team 

member watches 
assault unit maneuver 
toward another part of 
trench system. 

RIGHT:As the sun 
drops over Texas 
plains, 36th Airborne 
Brigade members wait 
at assembly point for 
night assault. 
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TOP: Defender waits, 
just out of sight, as 
assault team members, 
wearing protective masks 
for a chemical 
contaminated 
environment, approach. 
LEFT: 36th Airborne 
OPFOR unit wears 
Czech army smocks, 
head gear which 
resembles Russian field 
caps. Has some copies of 
Soviet weapons like 
Valmet AK and plastic 
RPK above. 


specialist. “The OPFOR cadre at Ft. 
Hood calls him all the time. He gets letters 
from them asking, ‘What do you do in 
this situation?’ He gets phone calls from 
all over the country from people wanting 
to know what and how the Soviets do 
things.” 

A Unique Unit 

The 2nd Battalion is unique in several 
respects. 

The 2nd, based in Houston, and the 1st, 
based in Dallas, are the only two Airborne 
Infantry National Guard battalions in the 
United States. They are associated with 
the 82nd Airborne through the Army’s 
Affiliation Program. 

‘‘What it amounts to is if the proverbial 
balloon goes up and we’re mobilized, we 
would become part of the 82nd Airborne 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 49 
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Instructor answers questions during class on Soviet mine warfare methods 
and minefield marking. 


Division,” said Rottman. “How we 
would be utilized would depend on the 
situation. We could just stay at Bragg, 
while they go off and fight, and train as an 
airborne reaction force for use elsewhere. 
Or we could train airborne-qualified re¬ 
placements for them, or our unit could be 
broken up to provide replacements for 
battle losses.” 

The Latest Equipment 

Affiliation with the 82nd produces 
some tremendous advantages for the 2nd 
Battalion, says Rottman. The unit is just 
one of 29 battalions in the Texas National 
Guard but as an airborne unit it has high 
priority and gets the latest equipment, 
much of it better than what the 82nd has. 

“Our stuff is just newer than theirs [the 
82nd],” said Rottman, “because we are a 
newer unit than they are [the Brigade was 
formed as the 71st Airborne Brigade in 
1968]. Compared to other guard units, 
also, we are definitely in better shape. 

“Most guard units have equipment 
shortages. Like 90mm recoilless rifles. A 
lot of units don’t have them or don’t have 
the full complement they are supposed to 
have and we’ve got Dragons. We had all 
our 90s but Dragons replaced the 90s, so 
we sent all our 90s off to other units. A lot 
of guard units have the old family of 
radios, the older models. Our com¬ 
munication equipment is the latest — 
VRC 46s, VRC 47s and PRC 77s. 

“The 82nd has been hauling the same 
poor radios around for 15 years. Some of 
their stuff looks pretty sad and they have 
a lot of problems with it because it breaks 
down so much because it’s old. They are 
kind of jealous of us when they see our 
guys running around with brand new 
equipment.” 

An additional bennie that comes out of 
the Affiliation Program is assistance in 
conducting drills. 

“When we go to summer camp they’ll 
send down the larger part of a battalion,” 
said Rottman. “They provide evaluators 
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and it’s the type of evaluation — con¬ 
structive criticism — that will help you 
out. They also provide opposing forces 
and that takes a real load off us because 
we only have that two weeks for intensive 
training. Instead of having to pull out op¬ 
posing forces and instructors from our 
own units, they provide them.” 

Intensified Training 

The 82nd gets called on often by the 
2nd Battalion because the unit has inten¬ 
sified its training since October 1976. 

Rottman explained that it came as a 
result of the training-orientated people 
within the unit trying to find ways of off¬ 
setting the problems the end of the draft 
had caused. 

“What really gets a guy in [the NG] is 
the desire to do something different on 
weekends,” explained Rottman. “That’s 
the theory we use in our unit. When a guy 
comes in we want him to be able to go 
back to work Monday morning and say, 
‘Hey, you’re not going to believe what I 
did this weekend.’ 

“And no matter what kind of training 
you say you’re going to lay on at the ar¬ 
mory if you stay at the armory what the 
troops wind up doing is cleaning weapons, 
sweeping the drill hall floor, servicing 
vehicles and bringing personnel records 
up to date. That’s all necessary but if 
that’s all you do you’re not going to keep 
people in the unit. They’ll leave in droves. 

Training is sergeant’s business. 

“Prior to this — and in most other 
guard units they still do — the officers 
tried to conduct the training. A lot of 
them just don’t have the expertise and just 
don’t want to put in the time. A lot of 
them can’t put in the time. The Army is 
finally going back to the concept that the 
NCOs do the training — that training is 
sergeant’s business.” 

Lt. Col. Heuer had just assumed com¬ 
mand of the 2nd Battalion and when he 



M202A1. Reusable “flash” holds 
four 66mm rounds, replaces 
flame thrower. 


was approached by Rottman about im¬ 
proving the training, he said, “Do it.” 

“The first actual exercise we were able 
to put on was in October 1976 up at Sam 
Houston National Park,” related Rott¬ 
man. “The idea was that we would go up 
on Friday night and set all the stuff up for 
just basic refresher training — individual 
movement techniques, camouflage and 
concealment, how to crawl, how to react 
to flares at night — real simple stuff. 

“There was nothing fancy about it, it 
was just the fact that we had to get 26 
NCOs from four different companies up 
there to do their lesson plans, rehearsals 
and preparation — all of this on their own 
time.” 

While there was indeed nothing fancy 
about that first drill, the ones that have 
followed are. 

The 2nd Battalion has conducted anti¬ 
armor training at Ft. Polk, La. There, the 
troops got into fox holes and had tanks 
drive over them. They also conducted 
refresher training with LAWs, satchel 
charges, field expedient anti-armor 
weapons (Molotov cocktails) and LAW 
sub-caliber (use of a reloadable liner that 
fires a 35mm rocket out of an expended 
LAW) at Ft. Polk. 

“The weather was miserable,” stated 
Rottman. “Cold, like 10 above, and the 
whole place was just a sea of mud. The 
troops just ate it up. Even the colonel got 
in a hole.” 

The 2nd Battalion also drills at Ft. 
Hood, Tex., where the Army’s OPFOR 
cadre is located and where Soviet vehicles 
are available. There they familiarize 
themselves on Russian T-54 tanks cap¬ 
tured in the Middle East, (see “OPFOR: 
The Friendly Enemy,” SOF, June ’79). 

“The Opposing Forces cadre up at Ft. 
Hood has helped us a lot,” said Rottman. 
“There is a lot of communication between 
them and our unit. 

“We get down to the nitty-gritty when 
we teach our troops Soviet tactics. A lot 
of units receive the publications that are 
put out but it covers really high level stuff. 
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You know — tactics of the Soviet tank di¬ 
vision, breakthrough tactics of the com¬ 
bined arms army, that sort of thing. 

“A rifleman could care less about that. 

“We have come up with a good deal of 
information on small-unit Soviet tactics so 
that our troops know what their fox holes 
look like and what their strong points 
look like. We try to teach little things like 
the Soviet trooper only fires his weapon in 
short full-automatic bursts; they don’t use 
semi-automatic like we do; what the 
shoulder tabs signify; what their mine 
markers and chemically-contaminated- 
area markers look like. These are the 
things that a rifleman needs to know.” 

The army conducts Adventure Training 
— rubber raft trips, rapelling, etc. — and 
Rottman hit one of his biggest challenges 
in planning — trying to duplicate it. 

“Everybody said, ‘How can we do 
that? It’s next to impossible to take a 
whole battalion and teach them how to 
rapell. You don’t have enough instructors 
that are qualified, you don’t have enough 
rope, you don’t have enough gloves and 
you don’t have enough places to hang the 
rope. The whole bit.’ 

“The solution was to pick out a ‘laun¬ 
dry list’ of things the company com¬ 
manders wanted to do, split the unit into 
groups and borrow instructors and facili¬ 
ties from both military and civilian organ¬ 
izations. 

The primary location for the 2nd Bat¬ 
talion’s Adventure Training in February 
1979 was the Houston Fire Academy. 
During mandatory civil-disturbance drills 
in the morning the six instructors came in 
and described their respective events. The 
troops listed choices and while the drills 
continued, instructors divided the bat¬ 
talion into groups. Activities that day con¬ 
sisted of rapelling down the Academy’s 
67-foot tower; martial arts instruction; 
CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary-Resuscitation) 
training conducted by Fire Academy para¬ 
medics; stream crossing (one- and two- 
rope bridges, poncho rafts); demolition 
training; and qualification firing with a 
.45 on a nearby civilian pistol range. 

In September 1979 it was up and away 
in Chinook helicopters from Elington Air 
Force Base to College Station, Tex., 
where Texas A&M has a small town set up 
to train firemen. The 2nd Battalion con¬ 
ducted an air assault with the Cadet Corps 
providing defensive forces. 

The unit conducts jump training, about 
once every quarter, according to Rott¬ 
man. “Since the unit went airborne the 
brigade has over 60,000 jumps. We’ve 
never had a fatality and have had only one 
critical injury.” 

4 tough nut to crack. 

On 8 December, 1979, the unit held its 
strongpoint assault training at Ives Drop 
Zone, 18 miles west of Houston on a 
4,000-acre military reservation. 
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During the morning, the 2nd Battalion 
and some Marine reservists from the 1st 
Battalion, 23rd Marines of Houston, at¬ 
tended classes on barbed-wire obstacles 
(types, booby traps in, breaching), Soviet 
mine fields (types, marking, breeching) 
and Soviet strongpoint constructions 
(Soviet defensive techniques and assault 
tactics against them). 

In the afternoon the companies rotated 
between a grenade assault/qualification 
course and the strongpoint assault course. 

The Soviet OPFOR squad strongpoint 
— trenches, fighting positions, machine- 
gun bunkers and an underground troop 
shelter — fronted by wire and a mine 
field, flanked by demo holes and defend¬ 
ed by Rottman’s OPFOR team, presented 
a tough nut for the assault units. Even 
tougher when the sun went down and one 
unit ran it at night. 

It gets chilly when the sun goes down 
around Houston and it took so long for 
the last unit to rehearse for the night 
assault Rottman had a control problem 
with his OPFOR unit. 

They wanted to assault the assault force 
at its rehearsal point! With some difficul¬ 
ty, Rottman held them back. 

The 2nd Battalion has been known to 
get, as Lt. Col. Heuer calls it, “a little 
gung ho.” 

The Great Fire 

To prevent loss of stripes the 
perpetrators responsible for the “Great 
Fire Of ’77 At Ft. Chaffee” requested 
anonymity. 

First soldier: “Everybody is fair game 
at summer camp. But Brigade? Nobody 
ever messes with them. They are god, 
world headquarters!” 

Second soldier: “The Army has this lit¬ 
tle thing called an E-8 projector. A little 
box affair that fits on an A-frame, loaded 
with 64, 35mm CS rocket projectiles. 

“It’s a one-shot thing. You set it up, 
pull the firing lanyard and it shoots all 64 
of those things at once. 

“The 36th Brigade Headquarters was 
set up on the side of the drop zone and we 
set up two of them where they would just 
fall short of it and tactical CS would blow 
into them. 

“We launched two of them, putting 128 
projectiles into their area in about four 
seconds, which immediately started brush 
fires and burned off approximately 45 
acres of forest.” 

Third trooper: “Everybody was on the 
radio. It went something like this: ‘We’re 
receiving fire. Uh, we think it’s machine- 
gun fire. Someone out there is firing a lot 
of star clusters. A brush fire is starting out 
there. We’re on fire. Cough-Cough. Gas! 
Gas!’ ” 

Second soldier: “They had to cut the 
guy lines on their tents to pull them out. 
There was a lot of Stuff lost then — like 
five miles of telephone wire, six machine- 
gun bolts. 


“A lot of stuff didn’t actually burn in 
the fire, they just said it did, that’s how 
they got rid of it.” 

Fourth soldier: “Yeah, the property 
books were in fantastic shape after that.” 

Fifth soldier: “One of the evaluators 
from the 82nd Airborne said it was the 
most realistic training he had ever seen. 
One of the best rapid tactical displace¬ 
ments he had ever seen.” 


SFC Qordon 
L. Rottman, 
operations and 
training 
sergeant for 
the 2nd 
Battalion. 
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Sixth soldier: “It burned for two weeks. 
I was in a rifle platoon then and that’s 
how we navigated. We knew where the 
fire was — you could see it on the horizon 
— and we just steered on that.” 

Third soldier: “The last Saturday, 
when we were going home, I was in the 
PX behind two of the full-time paid fire 
fighters there at Chaffee and all I could 
hear was: ‘God damn, mother-fucking 
Airborne’.” 

Second soldier: “They went up there to 
fight that fire and didn’t know about the 
CS.” 

The 2nd Battalion is doing something 
right. 

Lt. Col. Heuer stated that the battalion 
has a strength of 530 out of a requirement 
of 738. That’s not particularly exceptional 
for a Texas NG unit but the retention rate 
is high. 

Sgt. C.J. 

Harper twists 

det cord into 
artillery 
simulator 
preparing 
charges for 
demo holes. 
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“I would say that of the people that we 
want to retain, we are retaining about 90 
percent of them,” said Heuer. “We’re re¬ 
taining only about 20 percent of those that 
we don’t want to retain. You knpw, be¬ 
cause they are not going to make good sol¬ 
diers anyway. They would go AWOL and 
you couldn’t depend on them if the bal¬ 
loon went up. 

“Three or four years ago we had been 
running about 30 to 35 percent [retention 
rate], somewhere in that ballpark. In the 
last year we have increased to about 60 to 
70 percent.” 

“First of all, I attribute it to a commit¬ 
ment on the part of the individual to want 
to be there and to want to soldier. 

“Secondly, good training. 

“Third, good administration on the 
part of the units. Good planning and 
organizing. If a man doesn’t get paid 
properly, or if he injures himself on a 
drop or in training and if he doesn’t get 
good medical care or if he feels he is get¬ 
ting screwed, then he’s not going to stay in 
the unit no matter how good the training 
is. 

“All of those things have to come 
together. 

“The other part of it is you have to 
have good leadership,” continued Heuer. 
“I can’t stress that enough. You know a 
man’s not going to come out here, and see 
good training once or twice and stay if the 
rest of the time he’s not properly led. He 
wants to have confidence that if this unit 
ever goes to combat he’s going to be led 
properly.” 

SOF asked if it surprised him that some 
of his people were willing to put in the 
time necessary to plan this type of train¬ 
ing. 

“Yeah, I guess in today’s environment, 
where there is no draft, where there are a 
lot of conflicting demands on a man’s 
time, it’s both surprising and gratifying to 
know that there are still a lot of people 
who want to do it. This is just the tip of 
the iceberg. The people who are planning- 
and training-oriented — like Rottman — 
have probably been out here five times. 
They have spent several weekends, on 
their own time, out here. 

“But that’s where it’s at. If you don’t 
have the preparation for it, the training 
can’t be that good. 

“Maybe we’ve got 30 percent of our 
people who are real gung ho. A solid 
cadre who are willing to put in the extra 
time. We’ve got another 40 percent in the 
middle ground and another 30 percent 
that I would question seriously whether 
we would count on them to go with us to 
combat.” 

Getting In 

Since the 2nd Battalion is 208 short of 
full strength and since there are obviously 
some Heuer would like to replace, Hous¬ 
ton area readers who are interested can 
sign up at: 

Continued on page 80 


SUPER HOLE HARPER 

.J. Harper, the main demo man 
for the 2nd Battalion, 36th Air** 
borne Brigade in Houston, is like most 
of the other demo men you’ve prob¬ 
ably all met. 

They’re not really whacko but some¬ 
times they get a laugh watching other 
people cower in fright. 

Harper, a Marine Vietnam veteran 
who served with the Naval Support 
Group in Phu Bai, spends his week as a 
detective chasing fugitives for the Har¬ 
ris County Sheriff’s Office. 

On weekends he goes out and does 
ro his friends what he would probably 
prefer to do to the fugitives. 

Harper scrounges up and prepares 
these neat little packages — C-4, C-3, 
artillery simulators, gasoline bombs, 
ammonium-nitrate sticks — that, as he 
puts it, . .help channelize the troops 
during assault maneuvers. We don’t 
like them to stray.” 

As Harper was planting charges for 
the 2nd Battalion’s December drill — 
an assault on a Soviet squad-size 
bunker complex — he asked if we 
wanted a special hole — for superior 
photographic effect. 

“We could put about four simula¬ 
tors and some WP in one,” suggested 
Harper. 

“Is that what 'S in that hole'?” 

“No, not now, but tonight when it 
gets dark we thought we would set you 
up a super hole. Heh-heh, a nuclear 
hole,” cackled Harper. 

“You know of course that you’re 
going to make about a dozen guys shit 
in their pants tomorrow,” someone 
said. . . 

“Is that all,” said Harper. “I had 
planned on so many more than that.” 

Finding the explosives they need to 
produce those super holes is one of 
Harper’s responsibilities for the 2nd 
Battalion. His source is former Army 
infantry Command Sgt. Maj. Buddy 
French, owner of French Well Services 
after his retirement. 

“He blows wells in Texas and Loui¬ 
siana and I’ve done some commercial 
demo work for him on a job basis,” 
said Harper, “where his regular demo 
people weren’t available.” 

“Or won’t do it,” said a bystander. 
“Do what! No way!” 

“That has been the case on three oc¬ 
casions,” admitted Harper. “Some of 
that shit can be dangerous. You cut a 
piece of casing, 3,000 feel down where 
you have natural gas and you’re put¬ 
ting your buns on the line.” 



“You have to be fast on your feet/ 1 
chipped in the bystander. 

“Yeah, either that or lots of safety 
fuse,” said Harper. “Or get a lon--ng 
way away: like Houston from New 
Orleans.” : X- 

French in return provides explosives 
— C-4, C-3, ammonium nitrate, det 
cord and caps — to Harper for use on 
NG exercises. 

However, some of the explosives are 
old. The C-3 used in December dated 
from 1943. The artillery simulators ob¬ 
tained from military sources dated 
from 1969 and as a result the squib 
charges were often defective. 

To insure detonation, Harper takes 
careful steps when setting the charges: 
giving the doubtful explosives extra 
wraps of del cord and using C-63 com¬ 
mercial booster caps to get sure center- 
fire detonation. 

Harper is not as reckless as he jokes, 
since he uses what he calls the “half¬ 
ass crimping technique, ” 

“If you crimp the caps behind you 
and it goes off it’s awful nasty to sit 
down for awhile but it grows back. 
Lumpy, but it grows back. It’s better 
than getting an all-new face and set of 
teeth.” 

Harper is not always so careful 
about the faces of his targets. 

“We found a cow out here when we 
were running a squad assault course,” 
explained Harper. “It hadn’t been 
dead that long because the grass in its 
stomach was still green. 

“We hooked a cable onto the horns 
and dragged it behind a jeep to the 
middle of the assault course. 

“Where the troops had to assault 
across an open pipe-line area, we 
planted the cow with M110 artillery 
simulators inside it so it would blow 
the cow, grass and other stuff all over 
the troops as they were running across. 

“It kinda gave an extra added touch 
as to what a battlefield would be like. 
As you know they aren’t the nicest of 
places anyway. 

“When the first one cooked off, a 
guy got some intestines right in the face 
and the whole world went to pieces. 

“What they learned — the fiFe team 
leaders and squad leaders — was the 
problems of command and control 
under fire when bad things are happen¬ 
ing. 

“It was a little gross for some of 
them but it gave them a real good 
lesson. 

“And the ones that didn’t like beef, 
still don’t like it*” 

Make that demo men too, C.J, 

—Jim Graves 
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(J.S. 5.56mm M14 

One of a Kind 

by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 


B ULL, you say? There was never such 
a rifle? Well, officially you’re right, 
but in the long evolution of U.S. military 
weapons, there was undertaken a project 
to produce the M14 rifle in 5.56x45mm, 
and at least one was made. 

The 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge and 
weapons for it have long been a special in¬ 
terest of mine. The number of different 
NATO-round experiments throughout the 
world, based on the original T65 case, 
boggles one’s mind. The case has been 
necked to 7mm, 6mm and .22 cal., to 
name but a few. It was probably tested in 
standard NATO rifles, such as the U.S. 
M14, long after the 7.62mm NATO car¬ 
tridge was adopted. 

Almost completely unknown, however, 
is the fact that when M14 production was 
nearing an end, and it was obvious that 
the M16 rifle was here to stay, there came 
an idea to produce the M14 in the caliber 
of the new rifle — 5.56x45mm, or .223. 

We were, after all, tooled up to produce 
the M14, and it was of a proven design. If 
production of it could continue in 
5.56mm, maybe soldiers and Marines 
might be able to have a rifle that looked 
like a rifle rather than a Mattel toy. 
STANDARD M14 RECEIVER 
The rifle I examined shows much im¬ 
provisation and was probably the first — 
if not the only — one made. The receiver 
appears to be a standard M14, except 
there is no provision for a magazine guide. 

The only other noticeable difference in 
the receiver is an aluminum filler block at 
the rear of the magazine well which holds 
the smaller magazine forward. The maga¬ 
zine catch is proportionately longer to 
engage it. 

M16 MAGAZINE 

The magazine with the rifle was a con¬ 
verted M16 mag. with a notch milled in 
the rear, and a hole in the front to allow it 
to swing in and out as does a regular M14 
magazine. The converted mag. also func¬ 
tions in the M16, which makes sense log- 
istically. 

M14 BARREL 

The barrel is an M14 barrel, bored and 
chambered for 5.56mm. The bolt shows 
much alteration, having a smaller face, a 
special extractor and a flat-ended ejector. 


The underside of the bolt has been nar¬ 
rowed to allow it to pass through the 
closer lips of the 5.56mm magazine. All 
other parts appear to be standard M14. 

The rifle showed considerable use. I test 
fired it and it functioned only about 75 
percent of the time in both semi- and full- 
auto positions. Rate of fire seemed to be 
about 550 rpm and although I did not 
bench rest the rifle, accuracy appeared ex¬ 
cellent. 

Controllability on full auto was also ex¬ 
cellent. The rifle weighed just under nine 
pounds. 


ABOVE: Top view 
with converted Ml6 
mag. inserted. Filler 
block can be seen to 
rear. Note absence 
of clip guide. 
RIGHT: Author fir¬ 
ing experimental 
M14 full auto. Note 
four cartridge cases. 
With converted Ml6 
magazine inserted, 
filler block can be 
seen at rear. 


“INTERESTING” EXPERIMENT 

Military inspectors and personnel 
witnessed the testing of this rifle and 
found it “interesting.” Commitment to 
the Ml6 project was so heavy, however, 
that there was probably never a chance 
that the M14 would be made in 5.56mm. 

But who knows? Maybe someone will 
pick up this idea and bring a full-size bat¬ 
tle weapon out in this caliber. They could 
call it the Maxi 14. People will buy just 
about anything. 
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■s^South Africans Destroy 
>» Terrorist Base Camp 


by AIJ. Venter 


ANGOLAN BORDER FIREFIGHT 



S OUTH African Army Capt. Mike Ja¬ 
cobs is a quiet-spoken man, not readi¬ 
ly given to enthusiasm, even about events 
which almost cost him his life. 

But when he talks about those eight 
most eventful minutes of his combat 
career, his eyes narrow and his voice 
lowers a pitch or two. Capt. Jacobs be¬ 
longs to the old school of military tradi¬ 
tion that one still finds among some of the 
German community in Southwest Africa 
where deeds speak louder than words. 

It took some days to get the story out of 
Capt. Jacobs whom I visited at his opera¬ 
tional home base near the Angolan bor¬ 
der. By the time I’d pieced it together it 
had the makings of an excellent modern- 
day film scenario. 

As he says, most contacts with terrorists 
last a minute or two; that seems like half a 
day when fire is matched with fire: “My 
eight minutes were almost half a 
lifetime.” 


“We were gaining steadily.” 


The way Capt. Jacobs tells it, his unit 
of horsemen and trackers on the ground 
had been on an insurgent spoor for most 
of the afternoon. “The boys were fit. 
They were also keen and seemed to be 
gaining steadily.” 

Apparently, this particular terrorist 
group had crossed the border into Ovam- 
boland in Southwest Africa from nearby 
Angola some days previously. Much of 
their time in Ovamboland, they had holed 
up in isolated kraals during the day, 
fighting their war and proselytizing the 
locals with Marxist dogma at night. They 
drew attention to themselves earlier when 
one of the landmines they’d laid was 
detonated by a South African army vehi¬ 
cle. 

Jacobs and his specialist group of 
trackers were called in to search for this 
enemy and destroy him. 

The going was fast until about four in 
the afternoon. Shadows had lengthened 
when suddenly the terrorist spoor split in 
two, making it possible for them to esti¬ 
mate that they were on trailing a group of 
about a dozen armed men. When they 
“bombshelled,” half the terrorists went 
one way and half the other. 

The youthful captain took the obvious 
course; he split his patrol in half and led 
his group along the likeliest escape route 
— toward the Angola border. 

Soon the follow-up group picked up 
tracks again and, moving at half-jog, the 
men fell into the routine of checking 
against anti-tracking measures and other 
diversions. Nerves were taut; experience 
had shown the real possibility of an am¬ 
bush at that time of day. 
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ABOVE: The black 
face of war along 
the South West 
African border with 
Angola. More and 
more blacks are 
becoming involved 
in this often 
vicious internecine 
struggle. 

LEFT: Venerable 
1919 Browning .30 
cal. LMG employed 
by South African 
forces near 
Angloan border. 
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Then the captain did the unexpected. For no apparent 
reason, he halted his men and signaled the horsemen to dis¬ 
mount. 

“I don’t really know why I did it. It was just a gut feeling 
even though one of my African trackers — a man of great 
experience — argued that the terrorists were still ‘a good 
way ahead.* 

“But something in my bones told me all was not right. I 
ordered one of the men to set up a radio position and make 
contact with base.” Seconds later, as the group moved up 
in extended formation, the first crack of automatic fire 
shattered the late afternoon quiet. One of the terrorists 
wafting in ambush had opened up prematurely; he warned 
the South Africans of the enemy position. 


LEFT: Break for 
the dogs at the 
hottest part of day 
during follow-up 
operation. 

ABOVE: Standing 
by the insignia of 
South West Africa 
crack Special 
Operations group, 
a squad of 
trackers prepares 
for an operation in 
the bush. 

CENTER: Night 
operations form a 
vital adjunct to the 
campaign. 
Although ambush 
possibilities are 
more marked, 
troops operating 
during dark hours 
keep the enemy on 
the move longer. 
The canine 
element precludes 
most surprise 
situations. 

BELOW: When 
water runs short, 
you try to make 
your own — the 
“solar still” is in 
wide use with 
some of the 
tracking elements 
who cannot carry 
adequate supplies 
on operations. 
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“Naturally, our boys answered inde¬ 
pendently. We spared nothing! Obvious¬ 
ly, this was not what had been anticipated 
for the error was very much theirs.” 

Seconds later, the insurgents broke and 
ran. For the first time, the attackers spot¬ 
ted something different in the terrorist 
ranks, a white man with longish hair 
cradling an AKM carbine. He wore the 
distinctive olive-green uniform of mem¬ 
bers of Cuba’s “Voluntary Army in 
Africa.” 

“We didn’t manage to stop any of 
them. But the light was failing and we had 
little opportunity to plan some kind of 
tactic, so we pushed ahead, often crouch¬ 
ing as we ran and fired,” he told me. 

That, the captain acknowledged, was a 
mistake. “We must have run several hun¬ 
dred meters before we found ourselves in 
the middle of a patch of open ground. The 
terrorists were at the far end and they had 
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The shadow of death is never far away in the 
terr war of South West Africa. Here a South 
African patrol plays a boring, but potentially 
deadly game of hide-and-seek. 

all the cover they needed from our on¬ 
slaught. Then they let us have it!” 

As Capt, Jacobs remembers it, that part 
of the action lasted eight long minutes. 
His only cover was blades of grass that 
merely obscured vision. Nothing else. 

His men returned fire as and when they 
could, but each time one lifted his head, 
he attracted a barrage of hot steel and 
tracers. Meanwhile, the captain could 
hear the Cuban officer issuing instructions 
to his group as they moved from one posi¬ 
tion to another in order to disorient the 
South Africans. 

Quickly Jacobs made an estimate of the 
situation. He had almost a dozen men ly¬ 
ing trapped on open ground, a custom- 


made “Death’s Acre” for the terrorists. 
Behind him — several hundred meters 
away — was his only link with the outside 
world and his own back-up forces: the 
radio. But the operator could not know 
what trouble they were in at that moment. 
He could only know that a battle was tak¬ 
ing place. Jacob’s own orders had been 
explicit: “You stay with the set; I’ll pass 
instructions on to you.” 

Jacobs was aware that base had been in¬ 
formed of their contact; he had heard the 
man shouting it over the intercom. But as 
far as Command was concerned, they 
could have been anywhere within the few 
hundred square kilometers in which they 
had been deployed earlier. He had to get a 
grid bearing to them — terrorist fire pick¬ 
ed up again. 

Closest to the captain lay the man who 
had followed in his tracks for most of the 
day. Diminutive Cpl. “Klasie” Claassens 
was very much a product of the same tra¬ 
dition as Jacobs, tough, resilient, and 
with a pair of eyes trained to spot a switch 
of grass lying unnaturally against the 
wind. Their gaze met briefly; then the cap¬ 
tain beckoned with his hand toward the 
rear: 

“The radio. Can take a chance? We’ve 
got to get someone back there.” 

Cpl. “Klasie” did not answer im¬ 
mediately. He turned his head and looked 
toward the route he would have to cover 
— almost 100 meters of open ground be¬ 
tween himself and comparative safety. Ex¬ 
pressionlessly he nodded once, before say¬ 
ing, in Afrikaans, “Ek moet dit maar 
waag, Kaptein (I must venture it, 
captain).” 

The captain whispered hurriedly to his 
men lying closest to him; they passed it on 
to their far flank: give fire cover the mo¬ 
ment Cpl. Claassens moves. There was no 
need to say more; the men knew the 
routine as he had explained it to them in 
theory. Now it was for real. 

Then Claassens moved. In a single co¬ 
ordinated motion — like a demon possess¬ 
ed — he was on his feet and surging away 
toward cover on the far side of the clear¬ 
ing. Enemy fire picked up immediately 
and followed his footsteps as he ducked, 
stumbled, side-stepped, bucked and ran to 
safety. 

His own group gave supporting fire in a 
desperate attempt to keep enemy heads 
down. Volley after volley of automatic 
fire churned up clods of dry pan clay all 
around the fleeing troopie. Then, quite 
suddenly, Claassens tripped and fell; he 
had only another 10 meters to go. 

“Terrorist fire homed in.” 

“It was terrible,” said the captain. 
“Our hearts stopped for seconds, Pm sure 
... almost there and then not quite. What 
made it worse was that terrorist fire was 
now homing in on him. All we could do 
was stare. So bloody hopeless. Frustra¬ 
ting.” 
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ABOVE: Mounted 
unit follows 
trackers through 
difficult bush 
country. Trackers 
work in conjunction 
with dogs and often 
motorcycles. 

RIGHT: Evening 
break during 
operations. Troops 
eat early and move 
on in half-light to 
secure night 
positons when not 
on a track. 
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But young Cpl. Claassens did get up 
again. No one could tell at that moment 
whether he was wounded or not as he 
hurled himself across those last few paces 
of open ground. AK tracers had already 
set some of the grass alight where he had 
fallen; it burned easily in the dry winter 
evening light. 

The story ended not long afterwards 
when Claassens was able to call in a 
helicopter strike force. Several nearby 
units had been following the radio contact 
and a direction bearing had brought the 
choppers closer to the action as the 
tracker provided the final co-ordinates. 
Claassens had come through the ordeal 
with bruises and scratches and several skin 
burns where bullets had grazed his body 
but not entered it. 

In the ensuing fire-fight, two terrorists 
were killed. Subsequent bloodspoor traces 
indicated that at least one other had been 
wounded. Of the Cuban commander, 
there was no trace. 

Capt. Jacobs’ men had not taken a 
single casualty. Their bumps and bruises 
provided a good story for the men back at 
base and in the past few months the inci¬ 
dent has become something of a legend 
among the troopies of South West Africa 
Specialist Unit. One side effect of this 
event is that this young officer has no 
shortage of takers when he calls 
for volunteers to accompany him on a 
“search and destroy” mission. 


“We tracked them to the 
bush.” 


It was also Jacobs’ unit that later 
discovered a terrorist temporary base in 
the area adjacent to where they had been 
operating. Like most things in this un¬ 
predictable struggle, the discovery was 
fortuitous. Terrorists had been operating 
in the central regions of Ovambo for some 
time. Security forces knew they were 
there, but although they monitored move¬ 
ment in a fairly large area of kraals and 
villages, they could find nothing. 

Patrols into outlying areas produced 
the same results until Jacobs and his men 
were brought in. 

Their tracks took them into a fairly 
dense area of bush that had been thor¬ 
oughly scoured from the air but had pro¬ 
duced no results whatever. But looking at 
the pattern of attacks in the region, the 
young captain was certain there was a tie- 
up. It was all too coincidental. 

So he took his men, found the tracks he 
was looking for and after carefully sifting 
all possibilities, discovered a fully- 
equipped and apparently very well-used 
terrorist temporary base — or TB as it is 
known in local military jargon. Jacobs hit 
the jackpot. 
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The camp contained not only a cache of 
weapons, explosives and landmines, it 
also contained medical bags, propaganda 
pamphlets and a variety of other insurgent 
items. Its original occupants had obvious¬ 
ly been observing the progress of the 
South Africans. They fled shortly before 


the patrol reached them, taking their per¬ 
sonal weapons with them. 

The chase was on. Other security force 
units were called in on a follow-up opera¬ 
tion while Capt. Jacobs sifted through the 
enemy camp. 

The TB was camouflaged from the air. 
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Branches had been used to cover the sleep¬ 
ing, recreational and eating areas from 
above. Each terrorist — there must have 
been a dozen of them — had his own spe¬ 
cially-prepared sleeping position which 
was dug in as a precaution against surprise 
attack. At several points on the periphery, 


vantage positions had been established. 

What was interesting was that there was 
only one real approach to the position, 
which provided additional security. 

The arms cache contained a variety of 
landmines, including T~46s and T-57s 
(Russian) and East German Cheese 
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Dog patrol in the arid hush 
country of norfljern 
South West Africa. Doga are 
used successfully against 
terrorist units in follow-up 
operations. 
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Mines. Other items included RPG-7 roc¬ 
kets and their warheads as well as a crate 
of POM-Z anti-personnel bombs which 
are being increasingly deployed in booby- 
trap configurations. Several of these had 
been laid with trip wires across the main 
access track. They were spotted before 
they were accidentally detonated. 

As Jacobs says: “When you walk into 
an area like that, you don’t trust a twig 
that lies askew; it might be connected to a 
trip wire.” 

Also in the camp were several newly- 
made forked sticks prepared with electric 
flex for detonating landmines. 

The medical bag which I was able to in¬ 
spect was obviously equipped for war: 
splints, blood plasma bags, morphine am¬ 
pules, battle dressings and a variety of 
medicines for tropical use, including some 
with directions printed in English from 
Sweden — a gift of the United Nations- 
sponsored World Health Organization! 
The cache contained enough drugs to 
stock an infirmary. 

Significant too was the fact that among 
the personal effects remaining behind was 
one set of civilian clothes for each of the 
original terrorists. These were apparently 
used by them during the day when they 
merged with the local populace; uniforms 
were put on toward dark. It was the old 
Mao dictum all over again: “the guerrilla 
should merge with the people of the land 
like the fish in water.” 


Tough going for SWAPO. 


Meanwhile, the war continues. Ter¬ 
rorists still cross the border into the north¬ 
ern reaches of South West Africa from 
Angola. But even the locals with whom 
they wish to associate are becoming weary 
of the conflict, the endless surveillance by 
both sides, indiscriminate killing on the 
part of SWAPO in a desperate bid to im¬ 
pose its will, the ever-present landmines, 
ambushes, nightly visits which could re¬ 
sult in having one’s face pulverized — or 
worse, and the omnipresent fear that next 
time it could be one’s own body that is 
moved to the government mortuary at 
Oshikati for identification. 

For this — and other — reasons, the go¬ 
ing for the average SWAPO terrorist is 
becoming tougher. His ranks are being 
continually thinned as a consequence of 
reaction by South African security forces. 

Terrorists will continue to enter South 
West Africa. The difference today is that 
it’s no longer a foregone conclusion that 
they will leave again. 

Speak to some of the South African 
troopies that have come back from Ovam- 
boland in recent months; they’ll tell you 
the same story. 

* 
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‘I WANT OUTA HERE!’ 

Using Map and Compass 






Selection of good compasses. Top (left to right): 
Silva Type 16, Suumto code KB-2G/360R; middle: 
Silva Huntsman (can be pinned to jacket); bot¬ 
tom: Suumto RA-69 and Silva Type 46. Com¬ 
passes courtesy of Eastern Mountain Sports, 
Denver, Colo. 


by John Griffith 










M ANY people are mystified by maps 
and compasses, greatly exaggerating 
the complexity of the subject. If ap¬ 
proached logically, there is no reason why 
anyone should experience difficulty in us¬ 
ing a map and compass. 

In its simplest form, a compass is a 
magnetized needle, suspended so it can 
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Figure 3 

turn on its axis toward the magnetic north 
pole. The end of the needle which in¬ 
dicates north is marked. The face of the 
compass will at least be marked to show 
the four cardinal directions of north, 
south, east and west. 

For precision, one should select a com¬ 
pass that is also marked in degrees. It 


should have a movable outer ring and a 
sighting device. While one can live 
without it, I recommend a compass with a 
clear plastic base plate. A base plate 
makes the compass a more complete tool 
for use with a map. 

It is important to understand that a 
compass needle indicates the magnetic 
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Compare photo with map {Figure 3) 
to clarify relationship between map and 
land. Photo shows ridge (left) and 
summit (center) of Wit. Eva, slope (right) of 
Parry Peak. Map is part of Empire 
Quadrangle (near Empire, Colo.), USGS 
topographic map. 





Declination 


SOURCES: MAP 
AND COMPASS 

T HE most important tool in naviga¬ 
tion is the compass. If one has a 
compass he can make a map. There are 
a great variety of compasses available. 
A compass should be small enough to 
be carried easily. It must be easy to 
read.. The dial should be marked every 
2 degrees with every 20 degrees num¬ 
bered: ^void “starter” compasses as 
EhEy are too basic and will be outgrown 
quickly. 

While there are many excellent com¬ 
passes, my preference is the Silva Type 
16. This compass has the base plate 
and movable dial of all Silvas. A 
sight/mirror device which allows 
simultaneous observation of a land¬ 
mark and the compass needle is a 
distinguishing characteristic of this in¬ 
strument. The compass is well-made 
and easy to use. The price is about $16. 

Compasses are available from most 
sporting goods and back-packing 
Stores. It is sometimes difficult to find 
a good compass. One very good mail 
order source is Eastern Mountain 
Sports Inc., Dept. SOF, Vose Farm 
Road, Peterborough, NH 03458. Their 
catalog has a good selection of com¬ 
passes and other outdoors items. They 
can be trusted to give good service. 

Get a good compass. One's life de¬ 
pends on a compass which functions 
properly at all times. 

There are several government 
sources for maps. Topographic maps 
for the United States are available 
from the U.S. Geological Survey. 

To order maps of areas east of 
Mississippi, including Minnesota, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, 
write to Branch of Distribution, U.S. 
Geological Survey, 1200 Eads Street, 
Arlington, VA 22202. 

Maps for areas west of the Mississip¬ 
pi; including Alaska, Louisiana, 
American Samoa and Hawaii are 
ordered from the Branch of Distribu¬ 
tion, U.S. Geological Survey, Box 
25286, Federal Center, Denver, CO 
80225. 

World maps published by the CIA 
are available from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U*S* Government 
Printing Office, North Capitol and H 
StSv, NW, Washington, DC 20402. 

World maps published by the De¬ 
fense Mapping Agency are available 
from the U.S. Department of Defense, 
Defense Mapping Agency, Topogra¬ 
phic Center, Attn: Code 55500, Wash¬ 
ington, DC 20315.—J.G. 


If one corrects for it, declination is not 
a problem. Most maps made for serious 
use have some indication of declination 
printed on the border to simplify compen¬ 
sation for declination. 

Figure 2 illustrates this technique. In 
the bottom left corner of the map N in¬ 
dicates true north; MN shows magnetic 
north — 20 degrees east of true north. 
Twenty degrees east is the declination for 
this area. 

The objective in this exercise is to plot a 
course from the railroad crossing to the 
point where the river enters the lake. Bas¬ 
ed on true north the course is 290 degrees, 
but if one follows this compass course, he 
will miss the lake entirely. The 20-degrees- 
east declination must be subtracted from 
the true course to obtain the correct com¬ 
pass course. In this case, to follow a true 
course of 290 degrees the proper compass 
course is 290 minus 20 or 270 degrees. 



Map properly oriented with compass. Note the 
base plate is aligned with declination indicator. 
True north is signified by line and star to left of 
base plate. All USGS topographic maps are so 
marked. 

Silva Model 16 compass taking sighting on land¬ 
mark. While notch above mirror is aligned with 
landmark, dial and needle indicate magnetic 
north. Compass bearing is 130 degrees. 


To convert from true north to compass 
north with easterly declination one must 
subtract the degree of declination. To 
convert from compass to true, add the 
declination. To convert from true to com¬ 
pass with westerly declination, add the 
degree of declination; to convert from 
compass to true, subtract. See the chart 
for further clarification. 

When working with a map, one can 
modify it to reduce the effort needed to 
compensate for declination. Take the map 
and draw parallel lines which are oriented 
with the magnetic north-south axis. These 
lines should be spaced about an inch 
apart, extending entirely across the map. 

Most of the world has been mapped. 
Well-developed countries have very com¬ 
plete maps but maps from other areas may 
be incomplete and or misleading. 

All maps have certain similarities. They 
indicate what direction is true north. 
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guide, has been an outdoorsman all his 
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TO COMPENSATE FOR DECLINATION 


Direction of Declination 

West Declination 
East Declination 


FIGURE 1 
Conversion from 
True to Compass 

Add declination 
to true course. 
Subtract declination 
from true course. 


Conversion from 
Compass to True 

Subtract declination 
from compass course. 
Add declination to 
compass course. 
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Many also show the degree and direction 
of declination. Maps are made to scale; 
they show the relationship between their 
distances and actual distances. For exam¬ 
ple, one inch on the map may equal one 
mile in the Field. Frequently a map has a 
key that explains the meaning of its dif¬ 
ferent symbols. 

Topographic Maps 

Topographic maps are best for traveling 
on the ground. Good topo maps show all 
details present when the map was made in 
the area covered. They show both man¬ 
made features and the land’s physical 
characteristics. 

Most obvious on a topographic map is 
the proliferation of thin brown lines 
twisting across it. These are contour lines. 
They indicate the actual shape and eleva¬ 
tion above sea level. Contour lines are 
imaginary lines that maintain a constant 
altitude drawn on the earth. While the 
space between them varies, altitude re¬ 
mains constant. The difference in altitude 
between the lines is called the contour in¬ 
terval. 

Contour lines 

On the United States Geological Survey 
map in Figure 3, the contour interval is 40 
feet. Contour bears no relationship to 
horizontal distance. The closeness of the 
contour lines indicates steepness of land. 
Note that every fifth line is printed more 
heavily. This line, called an index line, has 
its altitude marked on it to make it easier 
to understand the relationship between 
each contour line and its altitude. 

The best way to understand the rela¬ 
tionship between a topographic map and 
the land it represents is to get a map and 
go to the area it covers. After comparing 
the map to the land, their‘relationship 
becomes obvious. 

Routes 

If one has a specific objective in mind, 
the first step in getting there is to obtain a 
map of the area. Locate a starting point 
and objective on the map. With a topo¬ 
graphic map, one can determine the best 
route to a destination. This route may not 
be the most direct. Sometimes the most 
direct path may cross a cliff or a lake. By 
using a topo map, one can avoid such bar¬ 
riers. 

Once the route is plotted on the map, 
one can determine the compass bearings 
to be followed. Now the base plate and 
movable dial become useful. Ignore the 
compass needle. Use the compass as a 
protractor to determine the bearing of the 
chosen route in degrees. Place the edge of 
the base plate parallel to the route plotted 
on the map. Turn the dial so that its north 
marking points towards magnetic north. 
(This is not difficult if the guide lines men¬ 
tioned earlier have been drawn.) 


Compass Bearings 

With the dial turned north, the compass 
bearing will appear over the direction-of- 
travel line. This line goes through the 
center of the base. In most cases, the 
direction-of-travel line has an arrow at 
one end to insure that one follows the 
proper direction. To actually follow the 
required compass bearing while in the 
field, one needs to use the compass nee¬ 
dle. 

Set the required bearing over the direc¬ 
tion-of-travel line. Turn the entire com¬ 
pass until the dial’s north marking is 
aligned with the needle’s north marking. 
Walk in the direction shown by the di¬ 
rection-of-travel line. As long as the north 
marking of the dial and the needle coin¬ 
cide, the direction-of-travel line will point 
the way. 

The above directions suffice for most 
use. To travel a really precise route re¬ 
quires slightly more work. Here the com¬ 
pass sight comes into play. There are 
several different types of sighting devices. 
Although their details differ, they all have 
the ability to align the compass witH a 
landmark, making it possible to determine 
the exact direction of an object from the 
compass. 

Landmarks 

To follow a precise route, use the com¬ 
pass to sight a landmark directly on the 
route of travel. Go to the landmark. 
There pick another landmark also on the 
route. Go to that landmark and continue 
to leap-frog from landmark to landmark 
until the destination is reached. 

Be sure to pick landmarks so distinctive 
they can’t be missed when arriving at 
them. It is a good idea to pick something 
visible for the entire time one is moving 
toward it. By using this technique and by 
often referring to a map it is difficult to 
get lost 

Orientation 

To better understand the relationship 
between the map and the area it repre¬ 
sents, one must orient the map. Use the 
compass to find north. Align the north 
marking on the dial with the direction-of- 
travel line on the base plate. Keep the 
compass pointed north and place it on the 
map. Turn the map so the north-south 
guide lines already drawn on it are parallel 
to the edge of the base plate. The map is 
now positioned in proper relationship to 
the area it shows. Now it is easier to tell 
from the map exactly what the surroun¬ 
ding area is like. 

If lost or confused, it may still be possi¬ 
ble to determine position by comparing a 
properly oriented map to the surround¬ 
ings. It is sometimes difficult to find a 
position with this method. The most ac¬ 
curate way of determining position is to 
plot compass bearings of landmarks on 


the map. Use two visible and identified 
landmarks, such as mountain tops, to do 
this. 

Use the sight to align the compass with 
the first landmark. Turn the dial so that 
the north indication on the dial is aligned 
with the needle. Look over the direction- 
of-travel line. The compass bearing to the 
landmark will appear. Without changing 
any compass settings, get the map out. 
Orient it, then place the base plate over 
the center of the landmark. Double check 
to see that the map is still oriented and 
that the compass needle and north mark¬ 
ing on the dial are still aligned. Draw a 
line along the base plate to well beyond 
one’s estimated position to plot the bear¬ 
ing from one’s position to the first land¬ 
mark. 

Find a second landmark. Plot the bear¬ 
ing from that landmark on the map. 
One’s position is where the two lines in¬ 
tersect. This system’s accuracy depends 
entirely on how careful the user is. 

Final Points 

A few final points should be mention¬ 
ed. First, one should trust the compass. 
Beware of overcast days. On days when 
the sun can’t be seen it is easy to become 
convinced that the compass is wrong. I 
have taken very long walks in big circles 
because 1 knew more than the compass. 
Of course I never get lost, only confused. 

When using the compass, keep it away 
from metal but do not go to extremes. 1 
recently did some tests to determine how 
great a deviation is caused by the proximi¬ 
ty of metal, using objects ranging from 
the barrel of a revolver to a four-wheel- 
drive truck. While each object caused ex¬ 
treme deviations of up to 180 degrees, the 
compass had to be within one foot of it to 
show any effect. 

While it is rare, occasionally a compass 
won’t point north at all! I had one which 
pointed north when it was new but after a 
while it started to point south. Storing a 
compass near a magnet can cause this re¬ 
versal. 

Many lives have been lost because some 
people have not learned how to use their 
maps and compasses properly. It is easy to 
become proficient in their use. The old 
saying, “practice makes perfect,” is as 
important in this as in any skill. 

The best practice is to go exploring with 
a map and compass. Plot courses on the 
map and follow them as closely as possi¬ 
ble. Practice finding specific locations. 
Gain as much experience in daylight navi¬ 
gation as possible. Once daylight travel is 
easy, try it at night. A dark, moonless, 
starless night is best. This is when one 
finds just how good he really is. 

The map and compass are tools. They 
can’t think for themselves. They will not 
automatically keep one from getting lost. 
That depends on the person using them. 

* 
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Saigon’s Deadly 
Streets 

MP Recounts Crime in 
Crumbling City 


Text & Photos by Nick Uhernik 



M Y flak jacket was beginning to feel 
like it was permanently attached to 
my skin. We had discarded the green, 
sweat-encrusted T-shirts the night before, 
and as we began our 72nd hour of routine 
patrol, I found myself regretting what I 
had done. As March 1972 rolled to an 
end, our chances of being one of the last 
military police patrols in Saigon increas¬ 
ed, so I kept agreeing to just one more 
12-hour shift. If we returned to head¬ 
quarters for some sleep, our vehicle would 
be claimed by two fresh MPs and we 
might end up spending our last day in 
Vietnam guarding some ammo dump or 
empty compound. 

My helmet flew off and clattered across 
the blacktop as my partner stomped down 
on the brakes and our jeep skidded to a 
stop. 

“Did you hear that?” he whispered, 
looking over his right shoulder. I strained 
to sort out the night noises but a thousand 
crickets made the task impossible. 

“Hear what?” 

Without answering, he rammed the 
gears into reverse and the tires squealed 50 
feet back up the block. We came to a sud¬ 
den stop at the entrance to a dark alley. 

“You’re a real goddamn jerk, you 
know that?” I started. “I’m the only guy 
in the whole company who puts up with 
this crap, and 

A woman’s scream sliced through the 
stillness, and we automatically drew our 
.45s, jumped from the jeep, and bolted 
down the narrow alley. Every dozen feet 
we would trade the lead: the rear man 
covering the advancing MP with a 
straight-armed fanning motion of his 
weapon, and I found myself in the rear as 
we came upon movement in the darkness, 
30 feet ahead. There was no moon, but 1 
could see my partner in the dim light 
radiating from a score of distant flares 
drifting beyond the edge of the city. He 
was waving me up to his location. 

Separated by an arm’s length, we slowly 
advanced on the four American Gls who 
had torn the clothes off a young Viet¬ 
namese woman and had her pinned to the 
ground. Struggling violently, her legs 
kicking wildly in the air, she was no match 
for them. 

“Okay boys!” 1 yelled as we charged 
the group. “The fun’s over!” My partner 
switched on his flashlight, and we both 
grabbed the nearest head of hair and jerk¬ 
ed its owner 1 6 his feet, then sent him 
crashing against the tin walls of the 
tenements that rose up all around us. One 
of the soldiers started yelling the way they 
do in the karate tournaments, but my 
partner smashed his night stick down onto 
the GI’s forehead, and he sank to the 
ground unconscious. 

The fourth man rose to his feet and 
tried to run, but his trousers tangled 
below his knees and sent him flopping to 
the dirt. We quickly frisked the first two 
Gls, handcuffed their right ankles to- 
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gether, then radioed for a Vietnamese 
police jeep. 

1 took out my notebook and pen, but 
found it hard to start my report as 1 
stared down at the woman lying mo¬ 
tionless at my feet. She was half on the 
pavement and half in the dirt, and as 
blood slowly trickled from the corners of 
her mouth, her eyes remained fixed on the 
stars above. My partner finally draped a 
blanket over her. He asked her for some 
ID, but her face was a mask of shock and 
horror, and she could not move her lips to 
speak. She only whimpered slightly, her 
body trembling as she clutched at the 
blanket. I folded my arms and leaned 
back against a vendor’s wagon, eyeing my 
partner. He looked down at the girl, then 
back at me and slowly shook his head. 

An hour later we resumed patrol and I 
took my turn behind the wheel. My part¬ 
ner tossed his helmet in the back seat and 
peeled off his flak jacket. He folded it up 
like a cardboard pillow and propped it up 
against his seat, then lay back and closed 
his eyes. 

“Hey, hero,” I said, “why don’t you 
put some of that stuff back on. The war 
ain’t over yet, you know.” 

“Sure it is,” he countered, “A few 
more days and we’ll be home free.” 

“Look at it this way: There’s over three 
million Vietnamese in this town. That 
means at least 3,000 VC. You wanna be 
the last MP killed in Vietnam?” He open¬ 
ed his eyes and glanced over at me, then 
reached back and grabbed his helmet. 

“Happy now?” he asked as he pulled it 


down over his eyes. 

“Yeah, and what about your....” A 
small motorscooter had pulled up beside 
us as we cruised down Tu-Do Street at 30 
m.p.h. The two slender women on it, their 
legs balanced delicately over the left side, 
directed obscene gestures at us, then sped 
ahead and turned right at the first in¬ 
tersection. 

“Did you get that license number?” I 
asked. 

“Don’t worry about it,” he answered 
calmly. “They were just looking for a lit¬ 
tle action. You probably would have 
stacked us up anyway in a chase, and I’m 
too short for that crap.” 

We stopped at a corner restaurant and 
spoke briefly with the Chinese owner, an 
old lady from Cholon whose sons had all 
died in the war. She spoke proudly of her 
three daughters who worked downtown as 
ciyil servants, but we knew they were pro¬ 
stitutes working the bars of Truman Key. 

The latest orders at briefing were to 
mingle with the Vietnamese. Get to know 
the shop owners and frequent the side¬ 
walk vendors. So we complimented the 
old lady on her small slabs of baked dog 
meat, and after washing them down with 
a year-old Coke, resumed routine patrol. 

It wasn’t long before I noticed a Honda 
had been following us for the last few 
blocks. I brought it to my partner’s atten¬ 
tion, but before we could formulate a plan 
of action, the cycle pulled up alongside us. 
It was the two girls again, and just as I 
caught the evil gleam in their eyes, the 
long, slender flash of cold steel descended 
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on my partner’s right leg. As the switch¬ 
blade penetrated his trousers just above 
the knee, the other woman snatched the 
watch off his wrist. The driver braked 
abruptly, then darted off down a side 
alley. 

1 remember bringing my hands up to 
keep the blood out of my eyes as it spurted 
from my partner’s wound. I flinched in 
preparation for his scream, but it never 
came. 

“Well, what the hell are you waiting 
for?” he yelled. “Let’s get them whores!” 

“Let’s get them whores!” 

1 jammed all my weight down on the 
brakes, forced the jeep into reverse, and 
backed up to the alley. After hitting the 
red lights and siren, I reached down under 
the seat for the first-aid kit, but he had 
already emptied an M-16 bandolier of its 
magazines and was wrapping it around his 
leg. 

The chase proceeded through a maze of 
dilapidated tenements and ended suddenly 
at the intersection of Nguyen Hue and Le 
Loi when we caught up with the Honda, 
abandoned on its side at the entrance to 
another alley. 

“You want an ambulance?” I asked, 
picking up the microphone, but it was ob¬ 
vious my partner was all psyched up to 
play hero. He drew his pistol, then slowly 
dismounted from the jeep, carefully test¬ 
ing his right leg as it touched solid ground. 
He grimaced as he realized the knife had 
sliced deep into the muscle, but he 
brought out the other leg and started 
down the alley. 

“You take that side,” he directed, 
pointing at the far side of the lane. 

We hadn’t gotten a dozen feet, when a 
large trash can, filled with bricks, crashed 
down on him. Except for the noise that 
echoed up and down the alley, it was all 
over in a couple of seconds. Somehow he 
had managed to duck under the nearest 
doorway, but a few bricks had found their 
mark. 

After the dust settled, I found him 
squatting up against the door, a dazed 
look on his face. His left shoulder was 
completely soaked with blood and my 
stomach turned slightly when I located a 
piece of bone protmding from where a 
brick had fractured his shoulder bone. 

“I’m gonna get you an ambulance!” I 
said, turning to run back to the jeep. He 
grabbed my shirt and jerked me to the 
ground. 

“What you better get are those 
broads!” he corrected me. “They’re mak¬ 
ing us look bad!” His words hit me be¬ 
tween the eyes, but he continued to stare 
down at the dirt. 

I spent nearly an hour searching the 
area, without result. When I returned to 
my partner, two Vietnamese policemen 
were lifting him into an ambulance. He 
managed a smile after I apologized for 
losing our suspects. 
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“I better get a fuckin’ purple heart out- 
ta this!” he said. 

“You know they don’t give purple 
hearts to MPs,” I joked. 

“Why couldn’t this have happened six 
months ago? I could’ve used the R&R.” 

I walked back to the Honda we had 
chased and took down the plates, then ran 
a check with the local police: it had been 
stolen from a traffic cop two days earlier 
while he was on his coffee break. 

The following evening found me chauf¬ 
feur to a 30-year-old buck sergeant from 
Mobile, Ala. As I sat behind the steering 
wheel trying to bring my log up to date, 
my new partner leaned across our jeep’s 
hood and unleashed a torrent of juicy 
compliments at two “ladies of ques¬ 
tionable virtue” who stood on the corner 
of Yen Do Street, advertising their trade 
with long smooth legs and heavy make¬ 
up. 

“You souvenir me Saigon tea, MP?” 
one of the girls asked. 

“Attention, all units!” blared the radio 
unexpectedly. “C.I.D. agents requesting 
assistance code 3 at the Lotus traffic cir¬ 
cle!” C.I.D. usually meant narcotics, and 
as I revved up the jeep’s engine, my part¬ 
ner reached out and grabbed one of the 
hookers and planted a wet kiss on her. 

He dropped back into his seat and yell¬ 
ed, “I’m afraid action calls, ladies!” He 
raised his hand in a clenched fist and 
stared straight ahead as I eased our vehicle 
into traffic and turned on the red lights 
and siren. 

The roar of exhaust pipes and a thou¬ 
sand horns mingled with the sweet smell 
of boiling noodles and fresh shrimp as we 
coasted down into the heart of Cholon. 
Headlights began to blink on and the 
smog became a deeper grey. 

The scene in front of the Artistic Hand 
massage parlor was mass confusion. Viet¬ 
namese policemen and Americans in civil¬ 
ian clothes were running around with 
hand-held radios, and MP jeeps arrived 
and left in twos and threes as we pulled to 
the curb. 

“You’re too late,” muttered one of the 
agents as he leaned against our jeep to 
catch his breath. Barely visible under flab¬ 
by eyelids and heavy brows, his green eyes 
darted suspiciously back and forth at the 
many shaded windows across the street. I 
half expected James Bond to cruise by in a 
black sedan. 

Dope down the gutter. 

“We botched it!” he continued. “A 
huge dope deal down the gutter!” More 
units were arriving as he explained how a 
combined effort between the national po¬ 
lice and the D.E.A. to trap a group of 
American civilians had failed. 

“They’ve been shipping it out by boat 
to contacts in Pattava, Thailand. From 
there who knows where it goes.” 

“I thought the grade was richer in 
Thailand,” said my partner, referring to 


the fine white powder. “You’d think it 
would be the other way around.” 

“Something about it being easier to 
smuggle out of Saigon,” he explained. 
“But it’s not the ‘H’ we were concerned 
with so much. We want to nail those 
round-eyes! Something spooked them or 
they were tipped off tonight and they 
never showed.” The agent would not 
elaborate and was soon called back into 
the massage parlor by investigators. 

“Let’s get out of here,” said my part¬ 
ner. “This narcotics junk sucks. I don’t 
want any part of it.” 

As we cruised along Nguyen Van Thoi a 
few minutes later, I almost ran the jeep in¬ 
to a light pole while straining to get a bet¬ 
ter look at the face of an American wom¬ 
an running down a narrow sidewalk. 

“What are you — crazy?” began my 
partner, exaggerating his southern accent. 

Sindy from Colorado. 

“I know that chick from somewhere!” 
I answered, pulling the jeep up to the curb 
and slowing down. The deep tan and long 
brown hair were out of place, but the face 
was vaguely familiar. 

“You better cool it,” he smiled as I 
cruised along beside her at 10 mph. 
“She’s probably some officer’s wife. You 
wanna get us sent out to Danang?” 

“Sindy!” I called out to her. “Is that 
you?” At first she seemed taken aback by 
the MP jeep and our black helmets, but 
then she slowed to a walk and stopped. 

“Do I know you?” she asked, hesita¬ 
ting, and then she remembered those high 
school days and the parties down by the 
Arkansas River, and she called me by 
name. 

“What the hell are you doing in Viet¬ 
nam?” I laughed. 

She explained she was a volunteer at an 
orphanage downtown. She was trying to 
“find herself” by leaving home and had 
gone to Jakarta, then Bangkok, and final¬ 
ly Saigon. 

“Whatcha got in the package?” laugh¬ 
ed my partner, pointing at the parcel that 
dangled from her left hand, “Some mara- 
hoochie maybe?” Grinning from ear to 
ear, he calculated the street value of so 
much pot. 

“Yeah, she’s probably the one who’s 
been driving the C.I.D. agents crazy,” I 
joked. Then the radio directed us to a 
traffic accident outside the MACV annex 
and we had to leave. We agreed to meet at 
the Caravelle later that night after I got a 
break to talk about the good old days in 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Soon it was dark. The shops along Le 
Van Duyet were crowded at this time of 
night. Dusk followed a wave of rolling 
heat, and one could almost make out the 
stars beyond the glare of sparkling flares 
that hung above the edges of Saigon. 

As we sat in our jeep beside a sidewalk 
vendor, checking bottles of Coke under 
flashlight beams for any alien particles, an 
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American sailor approached us and asked 
for directions to the harbor. He was bare¬ 
ly 18 with a crew-cut that had not yet 
grown out, and he shook nervously as he 
explained his ship was leaving within the 
hour, and he was lost. 

After telling him the key phrase to use, 
I directed him to a taxi stand across the 
street. As I watched him dash through 
heavy traffic, a three-wheeled cyclo, car¬ 
rying two GIs in the small front passenger 
compartment, raced noisily up the boule¬ 
vard on a collision course with the young 
seaman. I tapped my partner on the 
shoulder and we watched helplessly as the 
cyclo knocked the sailor to the ground, 
then proceeded to flee the scene. 

Jaws dropping in slow motion, we star¬ 
ed at each other in shock and pointed at 
the escaping trio. 

“Hot-damn!” my partner finally yell¬ 
ed, breaking the spell. “Go get ’em, 
boy!” 

We easily caught up to the cyclo within 
a couple blocks, but the old Vietnamese 
man in an oversized conical straw hat was 
determined to elude us, even though his 
top speed was barely 25 mph. His two 
passengers strained to look back and keep 
their balance, but the driver kept his foot 
floored and never once checked our pro¬ 
gress. 
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“Stop the mad hatter!” 

My partner was on his feet now, 
holding onto the windshield and waving 
his pistol in the air like some raving 
general. “Step it up! Step it up!” he was 
shouting. “We must not let the mad hat¬ 
ter escape!” 

“We are now northbound on Tran Qui 
Cap!” T told the dispatcher over the 
radio. As we approached Cong Ly, traffic 
funneled down into a police check-point 
and came to a dead stop. The two ser¬ 
vicemen jumped out of the cyclo, running 
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TOP: Charred remains of 
Buddist monk after flaming 
suicide on downtown Saigon 
street. Note empty gas 
container near body. 

LEFT: East meets West. 
Saigon street-scene mixes 
high-power wires with street 
vendors and delivery trucks. 

RIGHT: MP frisking theft 
suspect during last days of 
black-market activity. 


toward the main gates of the Presidential 
Palace, with my partner in foot pursuit. 

“Stay with the mad hatter!” he in¬ 
structed. Somehow the cyclo driver weav¬ 
ed through the check-point and proceeded 
east along Cong Ly. I slowed long enough 
for a Vietnamese policeman to hop 
aboard, and we were soon on the cyclo’s 
tail again. 

As we approached Le Loi Boulevard, a 
Honda sputtered past us on the left, and 
two more policemen pulled up alongside 
the mad hatter and placed a six-inch 
Smith & Wesson .357 magnum into his 
ear. The cyclo skidded to a halt and the 
old papa-san proceeded to bow for for¬ 
giveness and recite the names of his 27 
grandchildren. 

“Did you remember to load 
your gun?” 

I inspected the passenger compartment 
of the cyclo and found more than three 
dozen cartons of American cigarettes in a 
duffel bag, probably on their way to the 
black market. As I began the necessary 
paperwork, the policemen started laugh¬ 
ing, and I looked up to see my partner, his 
pants un-bloused and shirt ripped down 
the middle, leading the two GIs down the 
street towards us at gun point. The 
prisoners’ right hands were handcuffed 
together, forcing one of them to walk 
backwards as they stumbled along. 

“What the hell you smiling at?” my 
partner coughed, out of breath. 

“Oh, I was just wondering if you 
remembered to load your gun today,” I 
answered. 

A group of school children, still in their 
blue uniforms at this late hour, ran up to 
one of the Vietnamese policemen and 
began speaking rapidly. They pointed 
down the block to a street corner and a 
growing crowd. Two of the Cahn Sats 
were instructed to check into the distur¬ 
bance, and I followed them to where a 
small wisp of smoke hung above the 
crowd. 

In the street sat a middle-aged man, his 
head shaven and his orange robe in 
flames, hands clasped in front of his 


forehead as if offering one last chant to 
his Buddha. Then the flames consumed 
him and his body toppled onto its side. 

The crowd gasped, but the policemen 
made no effort to extinguish the flames, 
and as a small group of Japanese tourists 
clicked away with cameras, two old wom¬ 
en appeared and covered the monk with a 
blanket in an attempt to smother the fire. 
I thought back to the half dozen such 
suicides I had witnessed since being 
assigned to the 18th Military Police 
Brigade, and marveled at this priest’s 
power of self-control. In all the other 
cases, the subject had thrashed about on 
the ground after igniting himself, yet this 
man sat rigid and frozen until heat or pain 
overcame his balance and sent him to the 
earth. 

Someone summoned an ambulance, 
and as it pulled up to the scene, one of the 
Cahn Sats picked up the empty gasoline 
can and examined it. I walked over to him 
and started a conversation, but he only 
smiled and motioned for a cigarette with 
his fingers. He could not speak English, 
and after making a miserable attempt at 
complimenting him on his service re¬ 
volver, I started back up the hill to check 
on my partner. 

“You should have been there!” he was 
telling a second MP patrol that had arriv¬ 
ed on the scene. “It was like a scene from 
a Joseph Wambaugh flick; here I was 
chasing these two jerks in and out of traf¬ 
fic....” 

I grinned at one of the privates as his 
eyeballs rolled skyward, and radioed 
headquarters to see if any calls were pend¬ 
ing. The desk sergeant at Pershing Field 
responded impatiently: more than a dozen 
bar fights were in progress. 

And the night was still young. 

“The narcs finally made it.” 

Just after sunrise, we straggled into 
camp and headed to the mess hall for a 
cup of coffee. Across the street, a cluster 
of C.I.D. agents were leading three 
American civilians into the jailhouse. 
They all wore handcuffs behind their 
backs, and one was a woman. 

I wandered over to where the Captain 
was lifting weights, and made an effort at 
casual conversation. “Looks like the 
narcs finally made the big dope deal,” I 
said, referring to the three prisoners. 

“Yeah,” he replied, straining against 
the 100-pound barbells. “Bought over 
$1,000 worth of heroin from them at the 
Artistic Hand massage parlor.” He drop¬ 
ped the weights heavily in the dirt as I 
turned toward the growing line outside the 
mess hall. “And one of them was asking 
for you personally.” 

I stopped dead in my tracks and turned 
back to him. 

“Some hooker named Sindy. Says you 
were good friends from way back... 
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SUB-MACHINE CUN 
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SEND: $6.00 CASH, CERT. CHECK, M.O. 
Includes Postage and handling 
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PERISCOPE PUBLICATIONS 
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organization, not too inaccurately we 
think , as being run by “a collection of 
communists and cannibals. " SOF zeroed 
in on its PLO involvement (see “Terror in 
Beirut: An Inside Look at the PLO," 
Winter ’77).—The Eds. 

E xperts at 
arms ... 

Sirs: 

Perhaps other readers were as amused 
as I at the head-on clash between Chuck 
Taylor and Ken Hackathorn (“Full 
Auto” and “Test Your Skill with a 
SMG,” SOF, February *79), but l was 
really stunned at the lack of comment or 
qualification by the publisher/editor con¬ 
cerning their views. 

I really expected better and hoped to 
read about the duel in the next issue. At a 
minimum I expected to hear that someone 
had been fragged. A possible explanation 
is that neither reads the other’s material. 


YOU’RE UNDER SURVEILLANCE!! 

A HOST OF PEOPLE, AGENCIES, AND 
COMPUTERS ARE BUSY SPYING ON YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS EVERY DAY, OFTEN 
ILLEGALLY .... 


HOT TO STOP IT OR DO IT BACK! 



OPTICAL AND 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY 
DETECTIVE TECHNIQUES 
WEAPONS 

COUNTERMEASURES 


FREE! With this order. Shoplifting booklet for detectives 
plus other investigative brochures of books & material. 
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Oulmtronlx 

P.O. Box 548 • Dept. 38 
Seattle, WA 98111 


“GET OUT OF JAIL 
FREE CARD" 

Studies and Observations 
Group 10 card 
An exact reprint of trie 
CIA/Covert Operations ID 
card carried by members of 
the SOG (Studies and Ob¬ 
servations Group) in SE 
Asia during the Vietnam 
era. 

. Do not detain or ques¬ 
tion him! He Is authorized to 
wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, 
pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of ail 
types... w M tf he is killed do 
not remove this document 
from him! otc." Primed in 3 
cotors. SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! *5,00 




THE TERRORISTS 

Detailed description of terrorists, their 
tactics and weapons. Includes a rogue's 
gallery of worldwide terrorist organiza¬ 
tions including objectives and methods. 
Numerous illustrations of terrorist wea¬ 
pons. Hardbound. $14.95 


Wings 


U.S. Army parachute wings, black or silver, $2.00 
U.S. Nnvy and Marine Corps parachute winaa, 
$3.00 

U.S. Army Senior or Mastei parachute wings, 
bfack or silver, $2.S0 

U.S. Army miniature parachute wings. $2.00 
U.S. Army "Death from Above" parachute wings 
(Skull with Airborne wings) silver finish, clutch 
back, $4.95 • 

Alrborno/Ranger wings $4.95 
U.S. Army Air Assault wings $2.95- 
U.S. Army Glider Assault wings. $3.95 



TERRORIST EXPLOSIVE HANDBOOK: 

The Irish Republican Army by Jack 
McPherson. A concise, up to date intelli¬ 
gence report on the current IRA t;omb 
campaign throughout Great Britain. Learn 
the behind the scenes story of the battle 
between the world's most durable urban 
guerrilla movement and the counter¬ 
insurgency experts of the British military. 
Includes information never before avail¬ 
able to the American public on improvised 
explosives, delay devices, homemade 
mortars, letter bombs, incendiaries, car 
bombs, mine warfare, and British counter¬ 
measures. Illustrated with photos and 
drawings, $3.95 


CONGO MERCENARY: by Mike Hoare. 
Colonel "Mad Mike" Hoare is undoubted¬ 
ly the world’s most famous living merce¬ 
nary soldier. In 1964 Hoare and his fellow 
soldiers of 5 Commando were all that 
stood between the European residents of 
the Congo and a hideous death at the 
hands of howling savages. This is the true 
story of 5 Commando, not what the world 
read in the newspapers! 318 pages, 
hardbound, photo illustrated, $14.95 



T-SHIRTS 

Available in S,M,L t XL. 

TERRORISM STOPS HERE black on tactical tan 
AIRBORNE — DEATH FROM ABOVE, Black and white on blue 



Original Foreign Legion 
Paratrooper Beret Badge, 
as worn from Dien Bien 
Phu to Shaba Province. 
This world famous badge 
is also the unofficial mer¬ 
cenary insignia. Original 
French military manufac¬ 
ture, just $4.95 


Postage is extra add $1,50 

Our latest illustrated catalog of world 
wide military gear, $1.00 
When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
Times Blvd. 

LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-7036 
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NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to install. Fits all G.t. and 

commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.). $49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
5-shot Magazine ... .$2.50 Scope Base, no drilling 

15-shot Magazine , . $2.50 or tapping .$10.95 

30-shot Magazine .. $3.50 Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

60-rd. Jungle Cllp-(Clips Manual...... .$ 5.95 

2-30.rd. mags together)$3.95 BRAND NEW RUGER 

SI mg & 01 ler. $2.95 MIN1-14 ACC ESSO RIES 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 or 4 20-shot Magazine . $ 8.95 

30rd. mags ... .. .$4.95 30 -shot Magazine . $ 9.95 
Mag. Pouch-holds 2 15 rd. Ventilated Steel Hand- 
mags, or 45 rd. mags ..$1.50 
Flash Hlder $10.95 

Muzzle Brake.. . $10.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard 


.$ 9.95 
.$ 2.95 


Piston Nut Wrench 

(Double Ended) .$ 2.95 

(add 75 * per item for shipping.) 


guard, Blue 
Web Sling . 

NEW MINI 14 
SIDE FOLDING STOCK 
$ 3.95 Walnut W/blued ordi¬ 
nance steel. Fits series 
180 only $99.95 + $3.00 


Web Sling .$ 2.95 


NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” or longer bbls.), 8 
(20" or longer barrels), or 10 (26" or longer bbls.) 
Made for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200, 
SX-1; Browning 5-A; and Marlin 120. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full Warranty. Now used by the 
F.B.I., Secret Service and others. Include make, 
model & gauge when ordering. 

7 or 8 shot model . $20.00 

10-shot model (Not available for 

Browning 5-A) ..$36.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

SCOPE MOUNTS, FLASH HIDERS AND 
OTHER GUN GOODIES 

1. ART AR-15/M-16 Scope Mount, developed for U.S. 

Army sniper program.$19.95 

2. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for AR- 

15/M-16 and AR-18/AR-180.. $16.00* 

3. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for SIG- 

AMT, H&K 91 & 93, FN-49. . $16.00* 

4. S.W.A.T, Combat Night Firing Device for Ml 

Garand Rifle..$32.00* 

5. S.W.A.T. Rifle Sling for Assault Rifles & Riot 

Guns, Black 1” Nylon 4.00 

6. Mini-14 Flash Hider . . $16.95 

7. M-16/AR-15 Ordinance & 

Armorer’s Wrench ,,.$12.00 

•Also available in fluted M-14 style - same price. 

Scopes and Mounts install instantly and easily. Add 
$1.00 per unit for shipping. 



COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 
CLIP POUCH SET 
G.l. Canvas pouch with 
2 Brand New G.l, .45 auto 
magazines ... Only $9.95 
(Add 75 * l per set for shipping.) 



NEW AR-15 & M-16 30 RD. MAGS 
& NYLON POUCH 
New G.l. Nylon pouch with 3 30 rd. 

magazines. Only..- $21.95 

(add $1.00 per set for shipping.) 

NEW RUGER MINI-14 30 RD. 

MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 
New G.l. Nylon Pouch with 3 30-rd 

magazines. . 

(add $1.00 per set for shippjng) 

M-1 CARBINE 15-RD. MAGS & POUCH 

New G.L pouch with 2 15-rd. magazines .... .$5.00 
(add $1.00 per set for shipping) 

NEW 8-SHOT TEAR 
GAS REVOLVER “ i N 


. $29.95 



Fires 8-22. cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks in _ 

seconds. Heavy-duty metal construction w/one- 
step ejection. Checkered grips. 

BLUE -$14.95 Safe Priced at only $8.95 

CHROM E - ST5.95 Sale Priced at only $9.95 

Hip Holster.$2.00 

Tear Gas Cartridges - (10 per pack).$2.00 

Extra-Loud Blanks - (100 per pack).$3.00 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

‘’Improvised Munitions Handbook", is the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much more! New 
expanded edition! Limited Number Available! 

ORDER NOW!.ONLY $10.00 postpaid 

BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

1. German Luger 9mm.$12.95 

2. AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l. issue ... ... $ 4.00 

3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.l. issue.$ 5.95 

4. AR-15/M-16/AR-180 40-shot, steel .... .$24.95 

5. Ruger Mini-14 30-shot .223..$ 9.95 

6. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot 5.00 

7. Colt .45 Auto, ail models, 15-shot.$15.00 

8. Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot stainless.$12.50 

9. Colt .38 Super auto, ail models .....,.$ 7.50 
'10. Browning 9 mm Hi-Power, 13-shot ... .$15.00 

•Special 2 for.$25.00 

11. Browning 9 mm Hi-Power, 22-shot .... $20.00 

12. S&W Model 39 9mm auto. .. • ...$7.00 

13. Walther P-38 9mm.$12.00 

(Add 75c per magazine for shipping) 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 
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NEW MILITARY 


items are Brand New—Direct 
r from the U.S. Government Contrac¬ 
tors. The most rugged, dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available .. .Do 
not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, Inferior imports offered 
elsewhere! 

1. USMC Camouflage Fatigue Suits, 

100% Cotton, Latest Issue, Sizes: 
Small and Medium only. Jacket and 
pants, set . $39.95 

2. Latest Issue USMC Camouflage 

Nylon Poncho.$24.95 

3. G.l. Camouflage Poncho 

Liners. .$24.95 

4. NEW! Genuine G.l. Lensatic Com¬ 
pass with nylon carrying case. The 

latest Issue.$29.95 

5 . G.l. O.D. T Shirts,' 100% cotton, 
S,M,L,XL. Six of same size for $18.00 

6. Latest Issue U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s 

Jacket, Fully reversible, sage green 
and International Orange, sizes: 
S,M,L,XL. $39.95 

7. Latest Issue N2B Short Parka with 

hood — the ultimate cold weather 
jacket. Sizes: Small, Medium. Large 
-$69.95 - XLarge - $74.95 

8. Brand New arrival! U.S. Navy A-2 

Cold Weather Deck Jacket Size: 
S.M.L.XL..$39.95 

9. U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt Holster. 

black.. .$19.95 

10. U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Holster, 
^flta .45 auto and other large frame 
■^autoa, black leather.$19.95 

APRIL/80 


in^S 

style, 

I4Q.Q5 ~ 


SURPLUS BARGAINS! 

11. Ml949 Mountain Sleeping 
Bag, latest Issue, mummy style, 
over 6Vi feet iong . ... .$49.95 

12. G.l. 1st Aid Kit, all emergency 
Items in G.l. OD case that fits 

on belt.. . . $5.95 

13. G.l. Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb, O.D.$4.95 

14. U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen 
with latest issue canteen cover $5.95 

15. Military Police Peerless 

Handcuffs ...$19.95 

16. New M-17 Gas Mask with filters 

& bag.$39.95 

17. G.l. Vietnam Combat Pack, 

used.$4.95 

18. Late issue U.S. Government 
C-Rations, 

12 mixed meals .$34.95 

19. Browning 9MM High Power Pistol 
Holster Canadian Army Issue .$9.95 

20. Genuine British Commando 
Knife, with black leather 

sheath...$19.95 

21. U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 


GENUINE 
GOVT. SURPLUS 
U.S.A.F. SUNGLASSES 

12 karat gold-plated frames. 
Optically perfect glass lenses. 
Impact Resistant Smoke color 
lenses. G.l. Case included. The 
real thing* Sale $19.95 

(add $1.05 for shipping) 



SPECIAL SALE! 

BRAND NEW ORIGINAL 

G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKETS 

These are the latest G.l. issue 
Nylon/Cotton Construction with 
exciusive Government quarpel water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away 
zipper hood. Sizes: Small, Medium, 

Large. X-Large, regular length only. O.D 
Green or Leaf Pattern Camouflage. Sale 
Priced at $39.95 (add $2.00 per jacket for shipping.) 
ORIGINAL G.l. M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. Sizes, S,M,L,XL.. . .$16.95ppd. 

~ w.w. 1 

KNUCKLE KNIFE $19.95 each 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6” blade. 
Truly a collector’s item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 
•Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

PARALYZER” 

TEAR GAS WEAPON 

“Paralyzer" does what the name implies. A heavy 
spray of tear gas shoots out to a range of up to 18 
feet. Causes violent coughing ar.d sneezing and a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, ncse and 
throat and skin. Completely disables the assailant 
for 10-15 minutes without causing permanent injury. 
You must be over 21 years of age to order. No sales 
to California. Add $1. shipping 
POCKET MODEL .$4.95 ea. SPECIAL-$36Jdozen 

•POLICE MODEI_$6.95 ea. SPECIAL-$48./dozen 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE t , 

JACKET 

This attractive jacket is 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged, 
all-purpose jacket made of 
i O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 
May never be available again. 
Sizes: S, M, L.... Only $9.35 
(plus $1.50 shipping) 

* Please send height, chest 
$ and waist measurements 
*** for an exact fit. 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft, 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 

Sizes: S,M,L, XL. .O.D. GREEN — $4.95 
CAMOUFLAGE - $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 

“THE LITTLE BLACK BOX’ 


. Warning this device is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone Is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs Into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no Interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of ail 
incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1” x 

2 * Special Sale! Now Only .... $29.95 

H plus $1,00 shipping 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
.- — $5.95 plus 75<t shipping. 




BA, MC, COD’s may call 800-323-3233 — $25.00 Minimum phone order. 
Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-598-4466.PARELLEX CORP.Chlcago Ridge, IL 
To order by mail use, the coupon below or separate sheet.Mail with payment. 

Mail to: Parellex Corp. Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 Dept, s 3oj 

Please send following _ 


leather sheath and sharpening stone, 
5" blade. $11.9$ 

22. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife, 
7” blade with leather sheath . $12.95 

23. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket 

Knife. 4-blades, 1000 uses.$6.95 

24. U.S. Army Machets, 18” blade 
with O.D. canvas 

sheath.. $9.95 

•All Items are new, genuine, not 
Import Junk I Please add $1.00 
shipping for 1st Item, for 
additional Items add 75*. 



□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed 
CHARGE TO MY; □ Mastercharge 


□ Visa/Bankamerlca Card 

i I I Mill Iexp.date 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
My name is _ 


ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 
INCLUDE SALES TAX 


l live at 
City _ 


State 


-ZIP- 


□ Please send new Illustrated catalog. $1.00 enclosed, 
■i m m Catalog free with order. 
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EL SALVADOR: The Next Domino 
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“ThMAJOR, has your government gone 

WMcompletely communist?” The man 
sitting across the table from me shook his 
head in disgust and pointed to the morn¬ 
ing paper’s headlines — “U.S. Halts Aid 
to El Salvador.” The insignia of rank on 
his collar marked him as a high official in 
the Salvadorean army. 

‘‘Sir, I wish I could offer a plausible ex¬ 
planation for that, but 1 can’t.” As an ad¬ 
mirer and friend of the U.S., his previous 
contacts with Americans had come from 
attendance at company and field grade of¬ 
ficers’ courses — Ft. Benning, Ft. Leaven¬ 
worth, and Carlisle Barracks. His admira¬ 
tion was now replaced by a growing feel¬ 
ing of betrayal. 

I’d seen the expression, earlier in the 
year, on the face of General Somoza’s 
senior aide during talks with him in 
Managua just prior to the fall of the 
Nicaraguan government to Castro-backed 
Sandinista Marxists, 

When I arrived in San Salvador, the 
capital, in late 1979, the resignation of 
President Romero was imminent; leftist 
partisans and urban guerrillas were in¬ 
creasing pressure daily against govern¬ 
ment troops. Several public buildings had 
been seized and hostages held. In an effort 
to maintain order, General Romero at¬ 
tempted to deal with the Marxists by 
negotiating rather than using troops. That 
tactic had, predictably, failed and shortly 
thereafter he felt the country for exile in 
the United States. 

‘‘You’re aware of what started all 
this?” the officer asked. 

‘‘No, but I’d guess it’s a direct result of 
what’s happened in Nicaragua.” 

“Just before you arrived here, we had a 
visitor from Washington — a Mr. Vaky, 
the Deputy Undersecretary of State under 
Vance. He held a series of secret talks with 
General Romero — said he brought 
orders direct from Carter.” The Salva¬ 
dorean’s face flushed with anger. “The 
directions from Carter were that we would 
hold immediate elections, that all army of¬ 
ficers occupying posts in the government 
resign, and that ‘moderates’ be given the 
opportunity to run the country,” he said, 
biting off the end of a cigar and spitting it 
out the window. “Do you know who the 
‘moderates’ are?” 

I shook my head. He ticked them off on 
his fingers: “The BPR, Revolutionary 
Party Bloc — they’re a Marxist-Leninist 
coalition; the FAPU, made up of stu¬ 
dents, workers and farmers, and the 
FSLN, the Sandinista Front for Libera¬ 
tion of Nicaragua.” 

“Sounds like something out of the Dai¬ 
ly Worker or Pravda ,” I replied. 

“You bet your ass — they’re all com¬ 
munists!” he said, as a sergeant brought 
in a tray with a coffee pot and two cups, 
placed it on the table and snapped to at¬ 
tention. My host waved him away. “We 
have discipline in our army, major, that 
we haven’t lost yet. 


“After Vaky finished the talks he went 
straight to the liberal press and leaked the 
details of Carter’s demands. Every Marx¬ 
ist bastard in this country jumped for 
joy.” He turned to his desk and handed 
me a newspaper clipping. 

“How do you explain that to the people 
here?” The clipping bore a photo of Jim¬ 
my Carter shaking hands with the head of 
the Sandinista government, while two 
other members of the Marxist regime 
beamed from the background. The venue 
was the White House rose garden and the 
accompanying copy revealed Carter’s 
promise of $85 million in aid and instruc¬ 
tors from the U.S. Army to help train the 
Sandinistas’ rag-tag bob-tailed troops! 

“When you go back to the States you 
might also tell the people that Carter has 
placed an arms embargo on us —* we can’t 
even buy goddamn pistols! The last exam¬ 
ple of Carter’s true sympathies lies in the 
shoot-out yesterday in front of the Presi¬ 
dential Palace,” he said. 

The previous afternoon’s paper carried 
the story together with pictures of the 
three casualties. William Horn, Moises 
Edgardo Magana and Edwin Oswaldo 
Mendoz were riding in a rented vehicle 
that was closely following another civilian 
car. When the lead vehicle drew abreast of 
the security detail guarding the palace en¬ 
trance, its occupants opened fire with 
automatic weapons. In the return fire, all 
occupants of both cars were killed in the 
area called El Cuartel Zapote . 

Of more than passing interest to gov¬ 
ernment intelligence circles was the fact 
that all three occupants of the rental car 
had been identified as the same men who 
had passed the palace on previous occa¬ 
sions, taking pictures of the security 
detail’s positions. All three were from the 
San Francisco area of California and 
William Horn, the only American of the 
three, owned the Golden State Realty 
Company and a mortgage firm. Magana 
and Mendoz were long-time residents of 
California but had never applied for 
citizenship nor had they ever made any ef¬ 
fort to bring their families to San Fran¬ 
cisco from El Salvador. 

Several stories were spread concerning 
the relationships between the three, the 
most recent being that Horn had arrived in 
San Salvador to look at real estate and 
was going to finance the two Salvadoreans 
in a business venture. Why this — in¬ 
asmuch as all three men lived and worked 
in San Francisco’s Bay area? 

On the same day as the killings in front 
of El Cuartel Zapote, three other 
Salvadoreans were killed in a hand 
grenade explosion that totaled the cab of 
the truck in which they were riding. In the 
rear of the truck (license number P-23- 
753) security forces found a large number 
of ammo boxes containing .30- and 
.50-caliber rounds. Weapons in the cache 
included two 9mm pistols, a Thompson 
SMG, a 12-gauge shotgun, numerous 
hand grenades and demolition equipment. 
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The MERS (Student Revolutionary 
Movement) and the FPL (Popular Revo¬ 
lutionary Front) both had activists in the 
area at the time of the incident. 

To the members of the “bleeding 
heart” liberal community who will scream 
“military brutality” in the case of the 
American and two Salvadoreans, I would 
point out the following: in a situation as 
explosive as the one existing in San 
Salvador, it is sheer lunacy to drive 
repeatedly past a highly sensitive area, 
taking pictures of military personnel, and 
closely following another civilian vehicle. 

Although my Spanish is idiomatic, I 
stayed the hell away from the Presidential 
Palace and El Cuartel Zapote unless my 
route past there was absolutely necessary. 

General Romero is gone from El Salva¬ 
dor. His government was anti-communist 
and pro-Western, as was General 
Somoza’s. 

Carter supports Marxists. 

There is no element of either chance or 
coincidence in the fall of Nicaragua and 
El Salvador. The Carter administration 
has shown from the betrayal of Taiwan 
that it will co-operate actively with Marx¬ 
ists — be they Chinese, Cuban or Nicara¬ 
guan — to any degree necessary to avoid a 
head-to-head confrontation with the 
Soviet Union, which terrifies Carter. 

Panama is Marxist. A continual stream 
of visiting “firemen” from Cuba and 
Nicaragua passes from the Canal Zone to 
Costa Rica — now the staging ground for 
future Castro assaults against Honduras 
and Guatemala, the only remaining anti- 
Castro countries in Central America. 

The Soviet Embassy in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, employs 85 full-time workers, most 
of whom are KGB. The Rumanian — 
that’s right, Virginia, Rumanian — Em¬ 
bassy has 46 employees and the Cuban 
Embassy has more than 100. 

On the first day after the Sandinista 
take-over of Managua, a Cubana de Avia- 
cion jet hauled the heads of the new Marx¬ 
ist government off for a flying visit to 
Havana — and Fidel. The American Con¬ 
sul to El Salvador stood by, wringing his 
hands and reminding them of Carter’s $85 
million offer. 

If El Salvador’s shaky coalition govern¬ 
ment collapses and the communists take 
over — a likely situation given the present 
circumstances — Honduras and Guate¬ 
mala haven’t a prayer. 

Even with tragedy unfolding daily, the 
Salvadoreans have a sense of humor. 
Their nickname for Jimmy Carter is La 
Mujer Bionica — The Bionic Woman — 
All that power and no balls! 

I’m sure the Ayatullah Khomeini 
would agree. 

* 




“PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH" 


K & L ShirTS— 

Send Size (S,M,L,XL) and $7.50 
(includes Postage and Handling) 
to: 

K&LSHIRTS 


Box 9078*133, Van Nuys, CA 91409 



THE PURSUER 






•ain t-v* 


City__Stale_Zip_ 

Enclosed is: □ Check, □ VISA, □ Mastercharge 
Card _ 

Expiration Date: / 


Don’t be the prey — helpless in 
emergencies! Prove your power 
potential by saving others! 

SEARCH AND RESCUE MAGAZINE 
teaches you the search, survival and 
rescue skills that mean the difference. 
Subscribe now to our quarterly and 
add a super new dimension to your life! 


Mail to: Search and Rescue Magazine 

Box 153 B 

Montrose, CA 91020 USA 


Order now and SAVE up to $15.00 over 
newstand prices! 

□ SAVE SI5.00 on a 3 year $30 

subscription, enclosed is $27 

□ SAVE S 9.00 on a 2 year S21 

subscription, enclosed is S19 

n SAVE S 300 on a 1 year $12 

subscription, enclosed is $11 


ORIGINAL 

COLT AR-15 
BAYONET 


US. Made for 
foreign sales 1 



with Colt 
Trademark and 
name on blade 1 


new 


$29. 95 

with Sheath 

Send stamped 
self-addressed 
envelope for sales 
listings. Catalog due 
out soon. 

BROCK S SURPLUS, INC. 

Box 33242, Decatur, Qa. 30033 



“PICK LOCKS” 

THE SCIENTIFIC WAY WITH COMPUTER 
DESIGNED TOOLS ORIGINALLY 
DEVELOPED FOR ISRAELI INTELLIGENCE! 
PICK CONFIGURATIONS PROGRAMMED TO 
CONFORM TO AN AMAZING 96.6% OF ALL 5 
& 6 PIN AND DISC TUMBLER LOCKS - 
WITH AVERAGE OPENING TIME UNDER 
3 MINUTES! 

COMP-U-PIX — Set of 12 picks (24 config¬ 
urations) 4 tension tools. Extra hard 
(chrome nickel) stainless steel. Case 
v and Instruction Manual included. 
PRICE $28.50 

OR SEND S1.00 FOR CATALOGUE 
OF OTHER FASCINATING 
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
FROM: 



vsvj>ts \ 


campiH 
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"ATTENTION" 

MAC 10 frame .45 ACP and 9mm, made at the 
factory with MAC and Cobray logo. These are 
un-cut and factory originals. Can be sold to 
ANYONE with no paperwork. 

Only 100 of these will be offered at an afford¬ 
able price. You may order C.O.D. Call or write 
J.H. Trager, P.O. Box 23174, Detroit, Ml 48223. 
(313) 537-8021. 


GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 

Train your K-9 to respond 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional trajning techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg. West Virginia 26101 




ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 


MODEL 1011 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, NON-REFLECTtVE BLACK RUBBER 


s 80 

ALSO AVAILABLE.: 


WUh Shippfng & tns. Paid 

CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA* & MASTER CHARGE* 


Green Plastic Dial-in-Handset style Test Set 
Push-Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Field Phones 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones and Boohs on Telephones 
CATALOG: $1.00 


VlJt -Americ an” 


109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ OB204 




r XS\ejVtOUNTAlNlHOUSEt 

FREEZE DRIED FOOD 

The best and most varied long range home storage 
food available today. It’s not cheap, but you can't 
put a price tag on your life. The health and 
nutritional well being of you and your 
family are paramount for effective 
defense in hard times. 


ADVANTAGES: 

• Indefinite shelf life. 

• Ease of preparation, (All 
you need is boiling water.) 

• High in nutritional value 
and flavor. 

• No preservatives. 

TRY OUR SECURITY PAK 

Seven complete meals for 
$37.00 plus $3 shipping charges 

□ Send me more information 
(enclose $1.00 refundable on 1st order) 

Send Certified check or money order to: 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Rt. 2 Box 79A 
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 
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As for editorial supervision, this per¬ 
formance indicates either that the place is 
run like a dead-letter drop or is closely 
modeled after the regular army. 

Still, both men are to be congratulated 
for their efforts in developing tactical doc¬ 
trine and training procedures in the use of 
the SMG. Their final work product 
should be readily adaptable to the shot¬ 
gun. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert B. Laseter, Jr. 

Jacksonville, Florida 

It would be surprising if SOF pro¬ 
cedures in the past had not been closely 
modeled after the regular army, since vir¬ 
tually everyone on the staff formerly 
followed that occupation . However, with 
the addition of a former Marine in the 
form of a managing editor, we expect that 
the magazine henceforth will display all 
the efficiency for which that organization 
is famous. 

In this case, however , army practices 
are not to be blamed. SOF editors were 
delighted that the two authors in question 
had differing viewpoints on the MAC-10, 
decided to let both have free rein and ran 
the columns in the same issue without 
comment — in hopes that this would pro¬ 
duce such excellent letters to the editor as 
yours. — The Eds. 


7 -11 FIRES 

FOR EFFECT ... 

Sirs: 

I recently read a newspaper report that 
described a convenience store clerk being 
fired from his job after shooting and 
critically wounding a man during an early 
morning robbery attempt for $31. William 
Fischer fired the shot after the man slash¬ 
ed him with a pair of scissors. 

Doug Porter, division manager of 7-11 
Stores, declared company employees are 
instructed not to have weapons in the 
stores at any time and that the company 
“deeply regrets” the shooting of Adelfio 
Lujan, reported in critical condition at 
Denver General Hospital. 

Fischer declared it was the second time 
in two months that he had been threaten¬ 
ed with a weapon during a robbery at¬ 
tempt at the store. 

I believe somebody should give Fischer 
a certificate of appreciation and a scholar¬ 
ship to Gunsite so the next time the robber 
would be planted instead of lying in the 
hospital soaking up taxpayers* dollars. 
Porter and 7-11 should get a Neville 
Chamberlain doll and no more business. 
Keith Hardisty 
Cody, Wyoming 

Well-done to Bill Fischer who will get a 
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NUMRICH 

ARMS CORPORATION 


1980 


WORLD GUIDE TO 
GUN PARTS 

P»ICE $2 95 

GUN 
2 PARTS 


NINTH EDITION 
1980 



NUMRICH 


NEW 



MODERN 

MILITARY • ANTIQUE 

NUMRICH ARMS, the 
world's largest supplier 
of gun parts offers new 
for 1980, Catalog No. 9 
covering a 100 million 
parts inventory with in¬ 
formation never before 
in print. 


U.S. PRICE $2.95 FOREIGN $3.95 

P.0. BOX SOF 1, WEST HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 
PHONE (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145 331 



NAZI-Colleciors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only $14.00 
Postpaid. Order your si/c NOW. 
Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog only $2.00 (free with 
order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 


W.W. #2 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 
St. Louis, MO. 63158 


year's free subscription to SOF.—The 
Eds. 


U NITED 

WE STAND ... 

Sirs: 

l read the letter by Marine Pvt. Chuck 
Mellette (June ’79, p. 8), who said you can 
enlist for Ranger School, Special Forces, 
or SEAL training but to get Marine Force 
Recon one must be paneled. Well, that 
upset Sgt. John C. Delavan (Aug. ’79, p. 
8), who said to enter Ranger school, one 
must have completed both MOS training 
and airborne, and one cannot enlist for 
either Rangers, Special Forces, or SEALs. 
Then SSG T.C. E. from Georgia (Oct. 
’79, p. 10) said one can enlist in Rangers 
or join them from a regular Army line 
unit. 

Well, I wish all these people would stop 
arguing and work together. It takes 
special men to get in these units, which¬ 
ever branch of the service, and these 
special men and units are what makes the 
United States second to none. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Ullrich 
San Antonio, Texas 
Right on, Elizabeth. Thanks for your 
cogent comments.—The Eds. 




The NEW 
Incomparable 

SKI1M4I99 

W 


Self protection 1 A unique 
leg-sheathed knife with a Velcro 
closure system for utmost concealabil- 
ity Instantly removed for use' Hollow 
ground knife of 440-C polished steel 
Comes with extra suede sheath with Velcro 
closure adaptable to boots, pocketbook. or 
anywhere’ Kmfe& leg wrap 
weighs less than 3 J 4 
ounces' Knife measures 5” 
complete with 2 sheaths . 

Order yours today! 

Phone 404-943-9336 (24 Hr. lerv.) 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, LTD. 

. Box 108-L Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 


$33 50 

Otus tl 00 
for postage 
MC.B AC. 
MO orCHECK 


$30 PER HOUR! ! 

ATTACK, PROTECTION, OBEDIENCE!! 


LEARN TO TRAIN DOGS AT HOMEI 
FREE INFORMATION!! 

NAME_ 


ST_ 

cmr_ 


_ STATE. 


MAIL TO 
- Aliifl Suird Dogi 
5245 h Arlunm 
-WlcMU KS 67204 
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IF KENNEDY TAKES THE PLUNGE... 

Quietly, the Far Left—dissatisfied with the Prince of Peanuts 
-is pushing Prince Charming of Chappaquiddick. This 2x3 
black-and-yellow poster graphically reminds people of those 
long-ago events surrounding the senior Senator from Massa¬ 
chusetts, who panicked in his car, but who now would like to 
have his finger on the buttons in the White House. Destined 
to be a collector's item, this poster is ideal for display between 
now and the 1980 elections-especially wherever voters con¬ 
gregate (offices, gas stations, stores, meeting halls, lodges, 
truck stops, your own den or family room ... or near the 
deep end of your swimming pool). 


YES, I'd like to help the voters remember. Please rush me 

- poster(s) at the rate of 1 for $2.75;5 for $9.75 (save 

$4); 10 for $16.75 (save $10.75), PLUS$2.25PER ORDER 
to cover handling, special mailing tube and postage. (Orders 
for more than 10 posters MUST be in multiples of 10, i.e., 
20, 30, 40, etc.; cost of each multiple is$16.75 PLUS the 
$2.25 handling, tube and postage charge.) Delivery 2 weeks. 
Enclosed is check or money order, payable 
to Florida Conservative Union, in amount of: S- 

PLEASE PRINT: w 


Name:_ 

Address: — 
City, State:. 
ZIP:_ 


MAIL COUPON WITH PAYMENT (which is considered a 
contribution to ECU, a nonpartisan, nonprofit Florida cor¬ 
poration) to FCU, c/o SOF, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
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Dear Clients end Friends: 

Your many inquiries and requests for taped 
presentations nave encouraged us to add a tape 
cassette section to our list of available items. We 
now offer 3 categories of taped presentation: 

(1) German choir, folk and marching songs and 
music of the Third Reich era, long acknowledged 
by experts as an exciting high-point in modern 
European musical development —inspiring and 
nourishing food tor the Aryan soul. 

(2) German-language programs from the World 
War II era; unique and invaluable documents in 
living sound. Hear the actual voices of Hitler, 
Goebbels, Goring and other great men of history 
as they speak to Germany and to the entire world 
on such crucial matters as the Versailles Treaty, 
the unification ol Germany and Austria, the 
NOrnberg Party Rallies, the Polish crisis, Ihe 
outbreak of World War II and the Battle of 
Stalingrad. Hear these men of history as (hey 
were making history, and hear them without the 
annoying comments of Allied propagandists 
Originally restricted by government agencies to a 
small group of specially-authorized listeners. 
Samisdat now makes these vital moments ol 
history available to you. 


GERMAN 


The originats of these recordings are from 40 to 
50 years old and their quality is sometimes 
reduced by the sound reproduction equipment of 
the time or by shortwave interference. For this 
reason we have indicated the quality of each 
recording with asterisks: **** = very good; *** 
» good; and ** = satisfactory. 

(3) Famous lectures in English and German by 
the noted author, artist and social commentator. 
Chnstof Friedrich, recorded from live interviews, 
talks and debates broadcast over international 
radio and TV networks. Mr. Friedrich is noted for 
his insightful and hard-hitting statements on 
subjects as apparently diverse as flying saucers, 
modern art, race, politics and international 
affairs. Hear him put It all together and listen to 
his opponents as they lose their composure and 
begin to rave and rant An audio treat for 
knowledgeable thinkers 

All orders must be prepaid by international 
Money Order in U S. dollars or in cash Cash 
should De sent by registered or cert'lied mail to 
avoid losses Please write your order and address 
clearly and enclose sufficient payment to cover 
postage. Our cassettes are ol three types. 

C-60 (one full hour) 

U S, $6 00 or DM 13 00 + Postage 
C-90 (M/2 hours) 

U S JiO OQor DM 18.00 + Postage 
C-120 (2 full hours) 

U S. $15 00 or DM 28 00 + Postage 

Please include US $1.00 or DM 2 00 per tape 
cassette for overseas airmail postage. 

liKBOBISlDODiHi 

1. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No 1. (CM'**). 
Horst Weasel tied. B*4«n«*il*r-M*r*ch. Es Pfsift 
Von Allen Olehenv In Dem Kempt urn die Helmet. 
Aus Tlefetsr Dsutscher Not Heraus Blaue 
Jungsns Mersch. PrJisenllermarsch dar 
Krfegsmartne. Luftechutz Lied. Fllegerkemeraden. 
Deutsche* Freihettstled. Junkers 88 Mirschlled. 
Wlr Hetlen Trtu Zu Dir. Junkers Mersch. Hermann 
Gbring Marsch. Hell Hitler Dir. Hakenkrsuzlahnen. 
Ais Die Gotd’ne Ahendaonne. Deutschland Lied 
Die Fahne Hoch. 

2. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No 2. (CM***). 
Marsch der Deutschland in Polan. Wlr Fshrsn 
Gegen Engelsnd. Marsch der 80,000,000. Wlr 
Kommen Wteder. Gegen 3rit#n und Fnruoeen 
Das Frankreich Lied. Bomben sul Engelsnd. Ade, 
Polenland. U.Boot 47. Wlr Fllegen Gegen 
Engelsnd Haul’ Stechen wir Ins Blsue Meer ich 
bin eln Deutsche* Melrose . Unfer Rommel. Das 
Deutsche Korp In Afrlka. Hell Kllngl eln Lied. 
Vorwiirls nach Oaten. Der Treu Feldeoldei. So 
Klmpft nur Unsere Infanterie. Bomben Flieger 
der Legion Condor. Parade Marsch dar Legion 
Condor 

3. MUSIC OF THE THIRD REICH No 3. (CM***). 
Quppelsr Schenzen Sturmmsrsch Wohlauf 
Kemereden. Defllier Mersch. Schwarzbraun 1st die 

Haselnuss. Beyrlscher Oeflllermersch. Aul dsr 
Lunanburger Held* Reglments-Mersch 55. Das 
Lleben Bring! Gross Freud. Presentiarmersch 
Pappenhelmar Marsch. Prior Eugen. Regimental 
Marsch. Vom Barrens Schwankl die Fader. (Panzer 
Korpa) Daulschland fluhm WesUrwald- 
Marschlled. Paredemersch Regimsnlel Nummsr 
Marsch aus dar Zalt Friedrich* das Groasan Ein 
Heller und sin Batten Unaere Garda. Die 
Gadanken Sind Fral. Badanwailer Marsch (HitlarS 
Favorite)Rtglmentai Nummer Als die Gold ne 
Abendaonne In Traua Feet Wir Sind das Gayars 
Schwarzs Haulen. Musi I 4 Dsnn Steiger Marsch 


4 SONGS AND MARCHES OF THE 
KRIEGSMARINE (CM**). Haul Gsht as an Bord. 
Frisch Voran Aul Wiedariahan Maria Madien 
Ftaggan aul Vollmaal Rlitar dar Nordsaa Uns re 
Marina Winds Wahn Marine Polka Prim Eugen 
Msrtch Der Seewind PfelH Der Kadettansmarsch 
Warla Mein Madel Ich Denk 2 3 4 an Dich Mem 
Deutachas Madel Frsundschaltsliagge Lasst 
Wehan die Fahnen Scharnhorst Marsch Haut 
Stechen wit Ins Blaua Meer Gneisanau Marsch 
Kamaradan aul Saa Falkland Marsch Blaue 
ungs 

'5. MARCHES AND SONGS OF THE LUHWAM-t 
(C60*" * *). Lultwaffen Parade Junkers 99 Lied 
Aulwarta Zur Sonne. Bomben aul Engeland 
Lultaport Voran. Rot Schalnt die Sonne. Deutachar 
Fllegermerach Der Bombenlllagermarsch Gral 
Zeppelin Minch Lied der Junkers Plug und 
Motorenwerke. Prim Max Brigade Flieger Empor 
Hermann Goring Marach Flieger Sind Sieger 
Deutachar Adler. Stuka Lied Pllolenmartch Es 
Biltzen die Stahlarnen Schwingen Ftiagar 
Fanlare. 

6. WERMACHT (C80***). Victory Fanlare 
Walchsfll und Warthe Roaamana Gegen Britan 
und Framoaan. Dar Tod In Flandarn Lied dar 
Panzargrsnadlara Allan Voran. Parlsler 
Elntugamarach. Slag Hell Viktoria Umar 
Rommal. Wlr Sturman den Siege entgegen Von 
Flnnland bis turn Schwerzen Meer Lied der 
Pantergruppe Kleiat. Dar Treu Feidaoldat So 
Kimpft nur unaere Infanterie Oeutachland Lied 
Liae-Llaa. Lore-Lore. 

7 . RATTLE SONGS-AND MARCHES OF THE 
THIRD REICH (CflO***). Marsch dar Daulschland 
in Polen. Wlr Fahren Gegen Engeland. Bomben 
aul Engeland. Ade, Polenland. U Bool 47 Haul 
Stechen wtr ins blaue Meer. Ich bln ein Deutachar 
Matroae Von Flnnland bla turn 5chwarz#n Meer 
Der Treue Feldaoldel. Bombanllleger Legion 
Condor. Haul' Qahl ea an Bord Marie Helen 
Mersch der Laibatandarie Adolf Hiller. Lied der 
Pemergrenadiere. Ea 1st so action Soldat zu aeln 
Torpedo loal Erika Marach. Tachlngta Bumlntera 
Gafttllt dir mein* QriJne Tracht. Main Schiaalarland 
I. THE REICHSTAG DECLARATION OF WAR 
(CB0****). On September the 1st, 1938, Adolf 
Hitler in the world's most famous speech 
addressed the hurriedly-convened Reichstag and 
declared war on Poland, giving his reasons (or 
doing so. This speech that plunged the world into 
the bloodbath of the 2nd World War is translated 
throughout Its entirety by English-speaking 
commentators ol the time without detracting 
from the FOhrer’s speech, the roars of approval ol 
the Reichstag deputies or the impromptu singing 
of The Horst Weasel Song 

8. GERMANY CALLING (CB0**A***). William 
Joyce — Lord Haw-Haw. Traitor or man ol vialon? 
Draw your own conclusions altar listening to thia 
very rare recording of two apeechea mad* to the 
British people, on* of which Is his last speech 
and draws the attention of the British peopl* that 
their war against Germany will result v Britain's 
eventual defeat by Bolshevism. On aide two, a 
songs of |h* period broadcast mad* by an 
American who defected to the German tide and 
other German songs of the period. 

10. TRIUMPH OF THE WILL (C-flO ***). This is 
THE original soundtrack of the greatest 
propaganda film ol ALL time. It is Ihe most 
sought alter recording that exists and, when you 
listen lo it, you will know why. It records the 8th 
Party Congress held at Nuromburg. Listen to the 
enthusiasm of nearly ONE MILLION participants 
160,000 Political Leaders 88,000 S.A. men 
12,000 S.S. men. 52,000 Labour Service men. 
200,000 Hitler Youth/B.D.M 120,000 Party rank 
and file. 9,000 additional police tor crowd and 
traffic control and 350,000 German citizens 
Two hours of unbridled enthusiasm, marches, 
fanfares and speeches by Rudolf Hess, Adolf 
Wagner, Alfred Rosenberg, Otlo Dietrich, Fritz 
Todt. Fritz Reinhardt, Julius Streicher, Robert 
Ley, Hans Frank, Joseph Goebbels and of course, 
Adolf Hitler. 

It. STUKA PILOT (C120 4 *"*). Hans Rudel was 
Nazi G irmany's most decorated air ace ot the 
2nd World War. In 2,530 operational flights, he 
destroyed 500 Russian tanks and one Russian 
battleship. His aircraft (a Stukzt was ehot down 
neer Leningrad end il resulted in one of the 
world's most halr-raielng escapes and throughout 
thla 2 how tape, the listener is held spell-bound 
by himself and with background music and sound 
effects added. 

12. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 1 (C12Q****). On the 
26th ol September, 1938, Adolf Hitler spoke to 
one of the world’s biggest rallies at the Berlin 
Sportspalast. Speech by Hitler on the Czech 
crisis. Rally opened by D» Joseph Goebbels. Side 
2 Conclusion. Singing, marches, etc PLUS 
‘Oeutachland Erwach#' extract from radio 
broadcast of the ceremony in the Potsdam 
Garrison Church. 21st Maich, 1933. Daa Horat 
Weasel Ued 

13. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 2 (C120*"*‘). Side 1 
Adolf Hitter, Speech m the German Reichstag, 
20th February, 1938 Side 2 Adolf Hitler, Part of 
speech in the Berlin Sportspalast, 30th January, 
1941 (2) Adolf Hitler. Complete last broadcast 
from Fuhrer Hauptquartier, 30th January, 1945. (3) 
Songs of the S.A D*r Fdhrer Ruft. S.A. Voran. 
Erbsen Mlt Speck, Flamm* Empor. Hymn* der 
Arbeit. Eln Mann — Ein Vorl. E* Geht umi 
Vaterlanrl. Was Una'ra Viter Schuten. Kraft Durch 
Freuds. S.A. Slag 


14. ADOLF HITLER SPEAKS 3 (C120****). A real 
gem ot a recording lor content, Side 1: Adolf 
Hitler addresses a mass rally at Ihe Berlin 
Sportspalast on the 10th February, 1933. Side 2 
Hitler s speech to the German Reichstag, 23rd 
March, 1933 (Note: Hiller s speech is preceded 
by a speech by the leader ol the Social 
Democratic Party. (2) Full recording of the 
ceremony at the funeral of President Von 
Hindenburg (3) An excellent selection of Nazi 
songs and marches. 

15. THE TRUTH ABOUT GERMANY (C120**“). 
Jack Briggs, a young Londoner first visited 
Germany as part of the forces of occupation in 
1919. Aftei demob, he became a frequent visitor 
to Germany and travelled between the two 
countries, Britain and Germany, thioughout the 
period of Hitler s rise to power and noted its 
effects on Germany Immediately alter World War 
2 ended, he visited Germany again and (or two 
extremely interesting hours, he gives his 
impressions of the REAL GERMANY that the 
British people have never been told about Here 
Is an unprejudiced account that will do more than 
explode a myth or two lor the listener with an 
open mind 

18. 0AS DEUTSCHE VOLKSKT’NZERT (CM****). 
Original recordings of popuU German Wartime 
concerts given over the German radio lor the 
German Armed Forces and their families All the 
tops of (he period including the legendary Laie 
Anderson A must lor the collector of historical 
material. 

17 SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 1 (C60****). 
Deutschland, Haltlga* Daulschland. Dar Fuhrer 
Rutl. S.A, Voran. Die Welt GehArt den Fiihrenden 
Soldeten alnd Immer Soldeten. Dai 
Sleigtrmanch Erika. Durch Gioasbsrlin 
Marachleren Wir. Das Hhlar-Adlar Batalllon. 
Erbaan mil Speck. Flamm* Empor! Dts Biaunen 
und Schwerzen Huaaren. Hymn* der Artoett. Eln 
Mann — Ein Wort. Es Geht urns Vaferland. Wenn 
d(* S.S. und die S.A. Aufmarxchiert. Was Uns're 
Vatar Schulan. Kraft Durch Freuds. Hakenkreuz- 
fehnan, S.A. Sieg Hail. 

18. SONGS OF THE BROWNSHIRTS 2 (C60* * * *). 
Deutschland Erwach*. Horst Wessel Lied. Flieg. 
Deutsche Fahne Fliag. S.A. Marschiert. Wir 
Kampten fur Ehre. Es Zittern die Morschen 
Knochan. Die Deutsche Arbeitsfront Marschiert 
Es Pfalft von Allan Dachern Bruder in Zechen 
ur I Gruben. Deutschland Voran. Ich Hall 4 Einen 
K, neradan Das Regiment von Hitler. Volk ans 
Gawehr. Lisa-Lisa. Annemarie wo geht die Raise 
hin? Die Braune Kompanie. Lore-Lore. Markische 
Hside. Deutschland Lied. 

19. EIN REICH. EIN VOLK, EIN FUHRER 
(C80****), The Third Retch in sound. I Urns, and 
extracts Irom films made during the Third Reich 

20. BLACKSHIRT AND BROWNSHIRT STORM 

TROOPER SONGS AND MARCHES. (CM-). A 

brilliant reproduction of the marches and songs 
of the Blackshirt and Brownshtri legions of the 
Third Reich These include Signal Trumpeter 
March, Brcwnshirt Regimental Band Sturm Horst 
Weaaei, Marching in Greater Berlin, Swastika 
Flag, The Fuhrer calls his Sformtrooper *, 
Swastika on tha Helmet of Steel Band ol the 
Erhardt Brigade with choir. Belonging to Miller — 
Bodyguard band of Adolf Hitler, Brothers in 
Factorise, farms and mines, Hitler Youth Songs, 
Hall Germany — Th# Brownshirt Band. The Horst 
Wsssal Song sung by Hitler's bodyguard 
Leibstandarte, In tha East w* are now Marching. 
Gold and Silver. In th* Fight for Germany. We Are 
Th# Fighters from the N.S.D.A.P., Th* Golden 
Evening Sun, plus many others making up a total 
of one and a haft hours of history brought alive 
with full reproduction brilliance One ol the most 
popular tapes 

21. REICHSARBEITSDIENST. (C120***‘). Here is 


28 BEAUTIFUL NAZI MARCHES AND SONGS 
No. 1 (C90****). Side 1 Badenweiler Marsch 
Musikkorps S S Slandarte 42 Flensburg 
Oeutschland Eneacha. S A Standarte XN Sturm 
Horst Wessel 67/5 witn choir In dem Kampfe um 
die Haimat. S A Slandarte XII Sturm Horsf 
Wessel 67/5 with choir Durch Gross Berlin 
Marschiaran wlr S S Sturmbann XII Untergruppe 
Ost Berlin Markische H«!de. Wir Sind dec Hear 
vom Hakenkreuz S A Standarte t Maikowskv 

29. EXCEPTIONAL NAZI SONGS AND MARCHES. 
(C80****). Side 1; Vom Barratfa Schwang die 
Fader. Wlr Sind dee Gayars: Jungvotkmustkzug u 
choir Klalna Monika. Rotemari*. 
Reichsmusikzug oes RAD. Argonnarwafd. 
Musikkorps 3.Batt!,9. Infanterie Regis With choir, 
Ltg. Bardien Lied elner Kriegaberlchter Kompante: 

30. DR. GOEBBELS AND THE THIRD REICH 
(C90****).Side 1: Wlr Tragen den Stlbemen Adler 
am Rock, 2. Dr. Goebbels. His last tragic 
broadcast to the German people before the tall ol 
the Third Reich to the allies. 19th April, 1945. 
Deutschland Erwecbe! Aua Tlstatar Not (From 
Daepaat Dltlrest). Sieg Hail du Deutsche* 
Vaterland. Daa Ostmark Had. Egarfander 
Mareehllad. Side 2. Dr. Goebbels opens the huge 
1932 Rally in the Berlin Sportspalast. 2 Volk ans 
Gawehr. (S.S Standarte 42). Horst Weasel Lied. 

31. HITLER AND GOEBBELS SPEAK (CM****). 
Side 1 1. Stormtrooper songs. Snider In Ztchecr 
und Gruben (Brother! In Factorial and Mines). 
Fileg, daulach# Fahne, Flieg (Fly German banner, 
fly). Daulschland Voran (Germany Forward). 2 
Day of National Labor (30lh April 1st May 1933) 
May night of Hitler Youth and League ol German 
Girls in the Rosstrappe and Hexentanplatz, Harz. 
Speech by the Hitler Youth Leader, Baldur von 
Schrrach Songs include D(* Jugend Merachlart, 
Flamm* Empor, Vom Barrette achwang die Fedar 
Song of the Panzer Korps). Wir elnd dts Hear vom 
Hakenkreuz (We are the Army of tha Swastika). 

33. A GERMAN DEBATES THE ARAB-iSRAELI 
DISPUTE! (C120****). Listen to this blow-by-blow 
replay ol the most incredible taikshow ever 
broddcaet in Cenade. The presentation culminates 
In a telephone call which was broadcast over the 
air advocating tha murder ol Christo! Friedrich! 

38. ANTI-GERMAN PROPAGANDA (C12Q****)- 
Radio and TV appearances by Christo! Friedrich 
In defense ol truth and justice regard ng the 
current campaign ot slander and vilification 
which is being directed against Geimans and 
Germany in the media of information, 
entertainment and education. Christof Friedrich 
exposes the haters. 

37. GERMAN JEWISH DIALOG <C120' ***). 
Christof Friedrich intsrviews Benjamin Freedman, 
th# brilliant Jewish scholar and convert to 
Christianity who reveals for the lirsl time to t >e 
world his secret meetings with President John F. 
Kennedy and General Douglas MacArthur 
regarding the Jewish Question. Learn from s key 
behind-the-scenes participant how, when and 
where the Rothschilds swindled America into 
World War II 

All orders must bo prepaid by International 
Money Order in US dollars or in cash. Cash 
should be sent by registered or certified mail to 
avoid losses. Pleasa write your order and address 
clearly and enclose sufficient payment to cover 
postage. Our cassettes are of three types 
C-60 (one full hour) 

U.S. $6 .00 or DM 13.00 + Postage 
C-90 (1-1/2 hours) 

U S. $1000 or DM 18.00 + Postage 
C-120 (2 lull hours) 

U S. $15 00 or DM 28 00 + Postage 
Please include U S $1.00 or DM 2 00 per tape 
cassette lor overseas airmail postage 

Dealer inquiries invited. 
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41. MfclCnoAnofciraUlcNbT. (C120 ). Here is bI*« aa _ * l_ ~ 4/a / , 

a comprehensive recording of ceremonies, songs PI03S© SOHCJ fTI© In© C3SS8ttS,jK 
and speeches surrounding the National Socialist , . ......—. ■ 

Labor Service. Also included is a very rare 10D0S I M0V0 Cn0CK6O Oil llr 
excerpt from the 1935 Party Day Rally at 
Nuremberg. Battle marches include Bhnkende 
Spetsn — Heillgst Feuar, Gruiset die Fahnen, 

Golt Segue die Arbell, Wir Tragen das Vetertand, 

Es Zlttarn die Morschan Knochan and many 
more PLUS: a rare recording of actual combat 
made aboaid a German U-boal as it engages a 
British aimed merchant ship 

22. DIE HITLER JUGEND <C6Q****J. Major 
speeches and events of the Hitler Youth Rallies, 
songs and speeches by Hitler. Baldur von 
Schirach, etc, A thoroughly interesting recording 
that shouldn't be missed. 

23. DER ZWEITE WELTKRIEG. Documentary 
recording of original Hiller war speeches, films, 
song*. Ribbentrop. Goebbels. radio, etc 
(C80****). 

24. DAS DRtTTE REICH (THE THIRD REICH) 

(C80****). Major speeches, Hitler. Goebbels. etc , 
events broadcasts, rallies during the 3fd Reich 

25. JOSEPH GOEBBELS/HERMANN QORINQ. 

(CM)****). Thau mu|or speeches during the 3rd NAME^ R,NT) 

Reich era Side t Or GoebtxHe Side l Hermann 
Gdrtng 

2«. PER ITALIA - PER IL QUCE (C60****). 

Songs and Mamnes ol Fascist Italy. Inno dl 
Garibaldi. II T«atam*nto. Dove ael State. La 
Campane de S. Giuafo. Gtovanl Paselatl. Rataplan 
Dalla Vlltoria. La Ritirala. Camerata Richard 
Battagllonl M. Lilli Marian. Fieri Alpinl. Inno a 
Roma Flachla II Saaao Flgll Della Lu P a. La AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 

Ltqgendn del Plava. O Dio dal Cialo. La Pannz 

N.r. Tl Saluto vftdo tn Ablialnla. Canto della Allow 2-3 weeks tor bulk Orders 

Vlltoria Reggimento San Marco, ci.o BXmdina. de tfvery T otherwise add $4.95 for Air Mail Postaae. 
uioviniui- 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 



ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 


ZIP 


ORDER FROM: SAMISDAT, 206 Carlton St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5A 2L1 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


Continued from page 18 


R adio cuba 

LIBERTAD .... 

A clandestine radio station is now 
operating three days a week in Cuba. 

David, the one speaker on Radio 
Cuba Libertad (Free Cuba Radio), is 
advocating sabatoge and has had so 
much impact that the Cuban govern¬ 
ment has been forced to build a wall 
around the “special store” that is 
open only to Cubans of rank and 
foreign diplomats. 

There are other signs of discontent 
in Fidel’s fiefdom. Two of his African- 
experienced troops, who defected to 
the U.S. recently, report that a lack of 
jobs for returning troops is causing 
strife in the ranks. 


Some time back the Cuban govern¬ 
ment quit bringing home its dead — it 
buries them where they fall — and 
reports indicate serious casualties 
are being treated in eastern Europe. 

Still there are enough legless and 
armless veterans on Cuban streets to 
give some soldiers and some civilians 
second thoughts. 


B ogus benefits 

FOR VETERANS ... 

A reader brought to our attention, 
and it was confirmed by the Veterans 
Administration, that the Gl insurance 
dividend hoax is still around. 

The official-looking dividend ap¬ 
plication forms, complete with an ad¬ 
dress where they are to be mailed, 
mysteriously appear in various parts 
of the country almost every year and 
are reprinted into news stories in 
publications put out by unions, com¬ 
pany personnel offices and some vet¬ 
erans’ publications. 

The forms usually state Congress 
has passed a bill which will pay every 
Gl from WWI! a dividend regardless of 
whether or not they still carry their Gl 
insurance. 

That is a hoax. The VA did pay a 
special dividend in 1950 and 1951 but 
that expired in 1970. The VA also pays 
an annual dividend on policies in 
force but no application is necessary. 

The hoax results in some 200 to 400 
letters a day going into the Philadel¬ 
phia VA center and the .ost to tax¬ 
payers is staggering. 

So if you get a form — don’t send it 
in. 


G eorgia pistol 

ASSOCIATION FORMING ... 

D. Noel Cook, 1806 Normandee 
Lane, Albany, GA 31707, (912) 
439-1790, would like to contact per¬ 
sons who are interested in joining the 
Georgia Practical Pistol Association 
which is now forming. The GPPA will 
seek affiliation with the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation. 



. . WHO 


KNOWS 


WHAT 
EVIL . . 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow Systems’ 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is 
held securely in place with a Velcro 
closure. You’ll never know you have it 
on ... ’till you need it 


To Order 
$11.95 to: 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 - SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 3032B 


BOOKS FOR MEN OF ACTION! 


Now A vailable: THE BEST BOOK CA TA L OG iN THE WORL D 
* Huge 11 x 15, over 100 illustrated pages! 

* Features nearly 500 of the most controversial and unusual books ever printed! 
Topics covered include: Self-defense, self-liberation, fake ID, how to hide contraband 
and valuables, police manuals, guns and shooting, guerrilla warfare, self-reliance, 
investigative and undercover techniques, black market, tax avoidance, unusual money¬ 
making opportunities, intelligence increase, life extension, privacy, and much more! 
This huge unique catalog, crammed with VITAL information, is yours FREE when you 
order any book below. ($2.00 if ordered separately}. 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 

Need some brass knuckles? A switchblade? 
A stun gun? Or other hard-to-find wea¬ 
pons? EXOTIC WEA¬ 
PONS: AN ACCESS 
BOOK is an absolute 
must for the man of 
action! More than 90 
different weapons are 
described and illus¬ 
trated with over 120 
photos! More than 
300 dealers are listed, 
and sources of further 
information provided 
in a large 8V£x11 well-organized ano 
easy-to-use 94 page book! $6.95 



DIRECTORY OF MAIL DROPS IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

Do you have "unusual" mailing needs? 

The DIRECTORY OF 
MAIL DROPS is a 
must for many clan¬ 
destine and security 
operations. Complete 
names and addresses 
of more than 800 
places where you can 
rent a confidential 
address for your "spe¬ 
cial" mail are listed, 

-- including dozens in 

Canada and other foreign countries. Well- 
organized and easy-to-use. $4.00 


directory of 
mail drops 

IN THE 

UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA 


8w»<itD »’ 


THE CODE BOOK 

All About Unbreakable Codes 
and How To Use Them 

Hard-to-find secrets 
known only to 
international espi¬ 
onage agents and 
professional crypt¬ 
ographers now re¬ 
vealed for you to 
use! THE CODE 
BOOK tells you all 
there is to know 
to produce your 
own unbreakable 
codes! Do it by 
hand, use a pocket 
calculator, or use a microcomputer! 
Written in plain, easy-to-understand lan¬ 
guage, THE CODE BOOK is a must for 
anyone in need of privacy. $6.95 


CLOSE SHAVES 

The Complete Book of Razor Fighting 



CLOSE SHAVES 

tsirnjttwc* qM*W* *<C*T*6^ 


For the first time, a book on the little- 
known and bloody 
art of fighting with a 
straight razor! This 
illustrated manual co¬ 
vers offense, defense, 
types of wounds, care 
of your razor, and 
much more! CLOSE 
SHAVES: THE COM¬ 
PLETE BOOK OF 
RAZOR FIGHTING 
will make you an 
expert in this esoteric combat art! $8.00 



■MOi.lW Ilf*** 


REMEMBER! 

Our huge 11x15 
100 page illustrated 
catalog Is FREE 
with any book! 
($2.00 If ordered 
separately). 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 
P. O. Box 264 
Mason, Michigan 48854 


SOF 


Name_ 

Address- 
City_ 


. State. 


.Zip. 


Qty. 

Title 

Price 

T otal 


















Please include $2.00 for shipping and handling. 
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CUSTOM OESIGN^sf 


P.D,BOX 2EB FULTON, CA. 95439 


V IETS MAY BE 

USING GAS IN LAOS ... 

A Defense Department medical 
team, which interviewed Lao refugees 
in Thailand, believes poison gas has 
been used against hill tribes In Laos. 

The team’s preliminary report said 
medical symptoms described by 
Mhong tribesmen, who fought under 
CIA direction against the communists 
in the 1960s and 1970s, indicates at 
least two or possibly three gases 
have been used. Tribesmen claim 
whole villages were wiped out and 
that as many as 700 to 1,000 have 
been killed. 



WaarYour Knife In A 


SHOULDER RIG 


Wow any knife with the classic boot/belt dip 
(Gerber Mk I, Jakal ? Quicksi lver, Vindicator, 
etc,) can be worn on our special shoulder 
harness rig. The kit includes instructions, black 
nylon harness and easily installed adapters. 


To order send $8.50 + 50$ postage to: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRO DUCTS, UNLTD, 

P.O. Box 18595 - SOF 
t Atlanta, <aa. 30326 


'Dealer Inquiries Ate invited 


COULD YOU SURVIVE? COULD YOU... 

ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 


“ESCAPE FROM THE CITY” is an exciting new book from THE 
VENTURE COMPANY about surviving urban America in the 
coming collapse. This publication is complete with 
photos, features, firearms selection and their 
modifications for survival conditions, escape planning, 
and a comprehensive list of necessary equipment and 
where to get it. 


IF YOU ARE A SURVIVALIST 

ESCAPE FROM THE CITY 

IS “MUST-READING”! 


To order, send check or money-order for $4.00, 
plus $1.00 postage and handling, to: 

The Venture Company 

P. O. Box 1145, Dept. SOF 
Princeton, West Virginia 24740 


The implication of the report was 
that the gases — possibly a type of 
nerve gas — are too sophisticated to 
have been made in Indochina and 
were probably supplied by the Soviet 
Union. 


V ACATION CAMPS’ 

IN CUBA ... 

Columnist William Safire reports 
Angolan guerrilla leader Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi charges some 6,000 children 
have been taken from Africa since 
1977 and sent to Cuban “vacation 
camps.” 

The 30,000 Cubans occupying the 
former Portuguese colony of Angola 
have forcibly shipped the African 
children off for indoctrination that 
will last from 10 to 15 years. 

Savimbi claims the children are 
held on the isolated Island of Pines 
off Cuba’s southwest coast. There 
they are introduced to life in a com¬ 
munist society. Savimbi says the pur¬ 
pose is to enable the communists to 
dominate “the next generation of 
Angolans with Cuban-brainwashed 
youth.” 

The Cuban puppet regime In Luan¬ 
da calls it a “scholarship program.” 

Savimbi, who, according to Safire, 
has been ignored by the State Depart¬ 
ment on his latest U.S. visit, is 
reported to be in control of the coun¬ 
tryside in Angola. 

Safire says, “The remnants of the 
Andy Young brigade in the Carter ad¬ 
ministration” don’t like Savimbi 
because he accepted some arms from 
South Africa a few years back and 
even worse, rifles and ammo from the 
CIA. 

“That makes him more intolerable, 
in Carter eyes, than the Cuban 
mercenaries running Angola for the 
Soviet Union,” wrote Safire. 


A BIT OF A 

BAR GAFFLE ... 

Because the New Zealand police 
permit authorizing their import in¬ 
dicated that the 15 rifles in the box 
were self-loading, New Zealand cus¬ 
toms officers allowed the consign¬ 
ment through. 

But the self-loading rifles, com¬ 
plete with bipods, swiftly snapped up 
over the counter of a sports store, 
turned out to be Browning Automatic 
Rifles. 


Continued on page 84 
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A .45 CAL PISTOL REPLICA. Will 
• not fire. {Not deliverable to 
NYC or Quebec. Canada addresses.) 
SOM035 $46.50 ppd 

B HOLSTER. SHOULDER for .45 

. cal. pistol. G.l. 

S05-1005 ... $23.50 ppd 

C WOOL NECK SCARF. 

. S05-1069 . .$4.75 ppd 

D ALICE RUCKSACK with frame. 
. complete. 

S05-1082 ..$99.75 ppd 

E TANKER JACKET. O.D. Sizes 
. S-M-L-XL. 

SOM029 Nylon.S29.50 ppd 

SOM030 Cotton Sateen. 29.50ppd 

r SLEEPING BAG. DOWN FILLED. 
I". SOB-1110 Nylon..$B2.25opd 

S05-1111 Cotton. 79.75 ppd 

S05-1014 Cover.Used... 7.50ppd 

G FATIGUES, CERTIFIED. Perma- 
. press, Shirts S-M-L-XL. pants 
28-42; lengths of 31 and 33. 

SOM002 Shirts. $12.50 ppd 

SOM 003 Pants .. 12.50 ppd 

H TROUSER BLOUSERS. 

. Hook style. 

S01-120Q $.75 ppd 


i TANKER BOOTS. Leather with 
J. straps Sizes 6-13 in regular 
and wide. 

S03-1016 .. $54.50 ppd 

K HELMET COVER, rip-stop cam- 
. ouftage. 

S05-1190 . ........... $3.25 ppd 

L ELASTIC BANG for camouflage 
. cover. Used, marked. 

SOS-1235 ... . $1.00 


M STEEL HELMET. Steel pot only. Used. 

* SOS-1236 $7.00 ppd 

N HELMET LINER. Used, without sweatband. 

. SO5-1092... .$6.75 ppd 

S05-1058 Sweatband. 2.00 ppd 

P FACE PAINT. CAMOUFLAGE. Two tubes in .45 

. canvas case. 

$3.75 ppd 


O M-16 BAYONET with scabbard. 

. New, genuine 
S07-124? ., $2B.50 ppd 

R W-16 RIFLE REPLICA. Will not 
, fire. {Not deliverable to NYC 
o Quebec. Canada addresses.) 

SOS-1237 . . SI69 50 ppd 

S SLING. M-16. Silent model. 

. SOS-1201 $3.00 ppd 

j MARK II GERBER KNIFE Black 
I . leather scabbard, complete 
SOM 120 . . . $49.50 ppd 

U TACTICAL WATCHBANO.O.D. 

. nylon with velcro. State wrist 
size. 

SOS-122!. $4.75 ppd 

V LC-1 SUSPENDERS. Nylon. Ad- 

• justable 

S05-1121 . $12.50 ppd 

W ENTRENCHING TOOL WITH COV- 

• ER. All genuine U S. Folds. 

S05-1191. $29.75 ppd 

M 16. .30 CAL MAGAZINE POUCH. 
For 20-round magazine. 

1199 .$12.50 ppd 

CANTEEN WITH COVER, Nylon 
cover, U S. plastic canteen. 
S05-1120 ,. .. .. $7.75 ppd 

Z PISTOL BELT. O.D. Adjustable 
. oenuine. 

SOS-1044 .. . .$9.75 ppd 

a A BUCK LEATHER GLOVE SHELLS. 

Hrt. D3A. U S. issue, Sizes 3, 4 
and 5. 

S04-1Q44.$9-75 ppd 

WOOL GLOVE LINERS. D3A olive drab. 
Sizes 3. 4, and 5. 

S04-1045 .., ... $3.25 ppd 

nn FATIGUES, CAMOUFLAGE, CER- 
tJB, TIFIEO. Genuine, new. Sizes 
XS-S-M L. Set only. 

$05-1024 .$49.50 ppd 

rtp JUNGLE BOOTS. Genuine is- 
bbr sue. Made in USA. Sizes 
6-13 in regular and wide. No 
J /2 sizes. Panama sole. 

S03-1014 $46.50 ppd 


X. 

S05-1 

Y. 


SUPPLIES 


COMPLETE SELECTION IN OUR 152 PAGE FULL COLOR 1980 CATALOG OF HARD-TO-FIND 
MILITARY ITEMS AND ACCESSORIES. TO RECEIVE YOUR COPY, SEND $2.00 TO: 



U.S. CAVALRY STORE, Inc. 

1375 North Wilson Road 
Radcliff, Kentucky 40160 U.S.A. 

For Fastest Service on Charge Card Orders, Call 
(502) 351-1164 

AND ASK FOR “SERVICE TODAY!” 



CATALOG SENT AT NO CHARGE WITH EACH ORDER PLACED. MINIMUM PURCHASE: $10.00 
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CCIHM A1XIDG tm Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 

WATCHBA1MD Cl- y 8taI Cover Stra P ! 

‘Protects your Watch* 

‘Conceals Nighttime Glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32”. Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructable and will not rot. Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band. Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure wrist to nearest 1/4" and specify 

color. Olive" Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the same 
material ,_as our Commando Watchband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choices. 

PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 


NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durable, Water repellent finish. Rugged, 5 pocket wallet, 
stows I.D., Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rot resistant, floatable, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 






Order these action products by sending your check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
Phone Orders: (404) 943-9336 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


AIRBORNE 

Continued from page 52 


Headquarters and Headquarters Com¬ 
pany, 1800 Old Spanish Trail, Houston, 
77054, (713) 795-0952. 

A Company, 3816 Caroline, Houston, 
77004, (713) 529-1978. 

B Company, 111 Wye Drive, Baytown, 
Texas 77520, (713) 422-5719. 

Combat Support Company (-), Legion 
Circle, Columbus, Texas, 78934,(713) 
732-2124. 

Detachment 1, Combat Support Com¬ 
pany, 1204 East Tom Greene, Brenham, 
Texas 77833 (713) 836-5444. 

The 2nd Battalion is particularly in¬ 
terested in recent high school graduates 
and former servicemen. 

If you join, be prepared to eat a cold 
supper once in a while and don’t worry 
about having previous experience — 
they’ll be glad to train you. 

* 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 



Hand finished in fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to fit 
any I 3 /*" belt). Only 
$12.00 postpaid Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
retie collectors catalog = 
$2.00 free witn order. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 


The Poor Man's 
JAMES BOND . .. 



THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND 
$ 11.00 

THE POOR MAN S JAMES BOND is the undisputed leader 
in the field of books on improvised weaponry and 
do-it-yourself mayhem l| gives full and simple instructions 
for making tear gas. explosives, firearms, silencers, poisons, 
zipguns, grenades, knock-out drops, flame throwers and a 
wide variety of weapons It also tells you how to buy most of 
the needed chemicals from your grocery and garden store. 
Includes FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES LIKE GRANDDAD 
USED TO MAKE.This book has hundreds of formulas and 
processes for making fireworks, blasting compounds, 
gunpowder, nttro, guncotton, etc. The material was gleaned 
from formularies written from 1072 to 1907. Plus: George W. 
Wemgart s classic on fireworks. PVRQTECHNY This is the 
simplest and most comprehensive book on actually making 
fireworks It ts heavily illustrated in how to make Roman 
Candles. Shell Cases, Fuses. Colored Fires, Explosive 
Powders. Rockets. Mortars, Firecrackers, Torpedoes, etc. 
Plus, the complete text of EXPLOSIVES, MATCHES AND 
FIREWORKS by Joseph Reilly, 1938 This is a rather technical 
work on the analysis and testing of explosives All these 
combined make THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND invaluable 
for survival 


Lock Picks 


LOCKSMITHS & STUDENTS 

These tools are sold for instructional 
purposes only. The seller does not except 
any responsibility for their misuse. 


Aft .putti mjflH (it DVZ h*rH<mnl ti 


n brwkable. polyethylene, slip proot, color coded handles 



Six pick*, two tot 
sion wrenches, and 


12.00 



Ten picks, three lot 
Sion wrenches, and 
case. 


20.00 



THE LOCKAID TOOL 

The Loykaid Tool was specifically de 
signed to pick pm tumbler locks ( 
thirtv years ago as an aid to law enforce 
ment agencies and locksmiths. Since then, 
U has been continuously evaluated and 
improved 


75.00 


PIX-EZ 

Folding, self con 
tamed pocket Style- 
Only 4” long, Vr 
square. Six picks arid 
one torsion wrench 
which also acts as 
pocket clip. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT MILITARY SECURITY 



SOF INSTORE OR BY MAIL 

CATALOG SI.00 

ALL ORDERS: MONEY ORDER.CERTIFIED CHECK. 
VISA OR B. QF A. PERSONAL CHECKS HELD 2 WEEKS 

THE LARDER-SURVIVAL BOOKS 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., DEPT SF 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 
(213) 763-0804 


IMPORTANT 


Certain local authorities impose licensing requirements, and othei restrictions, upon the 
locksmuhmg trade (Fpt public protection.) In such areas, iho laws generally stipulate that 
the actual practice of tins crab is limned to licensed locksmiths and apprentices In addition 
(wherever these taws apply), possession of any form of lock-picking tool may be prohibited 
to all those other than licensed locksmiths, apprentices, students of the trade, or those who 
are ‘'otherwrie’ authorized Of you are in doubt as to your local regulations, check with 
yOur police chief) 

For the foregoing reasons, the following (signed) statement must accompany all orders for 
•'picking” tdois 

, I am licensed by local authority to practice the trade of Locksmithing - or I am a licensed 
Apprentice Locksmith 

1 am over twenty-one yearsof age I have never been convicted of a felony.a larceny related 
misdemeanor, or any crime which might preclude my participation in this trade 
I am Interested in learning the locksmith bade for the puipose of legitimate enterprise. I am 
presently enrolled in an accredited locksmifhmg school,OR I have elected to learn this trade 
through the process of "sell teaching'' I am fully aware ol the laws which go.vern the 
practice of this, trade, and I understand and recogmce the responsibilities related to the 

| conduct of this trade 


I DATE: _ 


SIGNATURE:. 


HECKLER & KOCH 

H&K 


FACTORY MANUALS 
HK 91 HK 93 

$6.50 $6.50 

HK 91 and HK 93. HECKLER and 
KOCH Factory Manuals. Illustrated, 
50 detailed pages covering main¬ 
tenance, operation, cleaning, acces¬ 
sories, Semi-Auto, Full Auto, and 
Burst Fire functions; Catalog $1. 
Money Order only. Survival Books 
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RACK ISSUES 



ISSUE NUMBER ONE: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon/CIA 
Assassination Of Trujillo/Col. Hoare & His Mercs in Angola. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWO: Bayo-Pawley Affair/War In Angoia/MytholOgies Of 
The Terrorist War/Rhodesian Update/Speciat Forces Desert Training. 
ISSUE NUMBER THREE: Operation Diabto/Angola F!ashbacks/SOF inter¬ 
views A Nam Vet — FNLA Merc/Mad Dog Callan-A Merc Runs 
Amuck/Rhodesia Is Ready. 

ISSUE NUMBER FOUR: George Bacon III: A 20th Century Crusader/SOF In¬ 
terviews Gen. G. P. Walls — CIC Of The Rhodesian Army/American Merc In 
Israel. 

ISSUE NUMBER FIVE: Ralph Thorsen: Modem Day Bounty Hunter/SOF in¬ 
terviews Sir Robert Thompson/Terror In Beirut — An Inside Look At The 
PLO. 

ISSUE NUMBER SIX: SOF Interviews Major Nich Lamprecht: Rhodesian Ar¬ 
my Recruiting Officer/SOF Recon; Action In South Africa/ParaMedics In 
Guatemala. 

ISSUE NUMBER SEVEN: Betrayal In Vietnam/American Merc Destroys 
Cuban Espionage Ring/Rhodesia-"Castle Keep'VQperation Linebacker IL 
ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT: Let's Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli 
Defense Force: Ready 8 Waiting/South African Army Prepares For War. 
ISSUE NUMBER NINE: Africa Is Burning/A Professional Soldier Evaluates 
CIA-Cuban Exile Opsrations/Freelancing In Cambodia/SIlent Death In Viet¬ 
nam. 

ISSUE NUMBER TEN: The Sanctioning Of Tyranny/Big Story/Tet 68: 
Rangers in Action/Africa's Next Hot Spot/Bounty Hunting in Africa. 

JSSUE NUMBER ELEVEN: Mercs’ Togo Mission: Assassinate The 
Presldent/Thailand: In The Front Lin© Against Communism. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWELVE: The H&K Assault Rifle/French Foreign Legion 
Today: Part 1/Behlert Combat Custom .45 Colt Automatic/Dynamiting With 
Donovan. 


ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-SIX:Cactus Curtain/International Strategist 
Forecasts Future/Korean Combat of Nerves/Zimbabwe-Rhodesia: State of 
the Nation/Snatched From Death’s Jaws/Holland Halt Organ/American 
Merc. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-SEVEN: Blast From the Past/Stakeout: Rizzo’s 
Raiders/Cobray: Turning the Tables on Terrorists/Field Gear Needs A 
Facelift/Under Northern Lights/Vietnam Visionary/Taps for a Trooper. 
ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-E!GHT:Sole Survivor/PCWs Epic Escape/ 
Wheelgun Winner/Shootout: .45 vs. 9mrrt/Apacalypse Now: Bonanza cr 
Bomb?/Soviet Biack Berets/A Blade for Life/Plowshares Into Swords. 
ISSUES NUMBER TWENTY-NINE: Defeat Without Destruetloq/Dumbo 
Drop/Bomber Boneyard/Achtung: Terrorists (G.S Gh9)/But Will They 
Fight/Target: Gaza/In Memoriam. 


ISSUE NUMBER THIRTEEN: President In Exile: Lon .Nol ReflectsfThailand: 
Last Refuge For Freedom/French Foreign Legion Today —■ Part 2. 

ISSUE NUMBER FOURTEEN: ST-23 Fighting Knffe/SWAT In Action/South 
African Strike Into Angola/French Foreign Legion Today—Conclusion. 
ISSUE NUMBER FIFTEEN: SOF Interviews General John K. Singiaub/Jeff 
Cooper's “Gunsite’VThe Black Devits/Black Gun Blaster/Trlflon/The Ninja. 
ISSUE NUMBER SIXTEEN: A Dynamite Combat Custom .45 Auto/In 
Memoriam: Tribute To a Professional Warrior — Mike Echanis. 

ISSUE NUMBER SEVENTEEN: SOF Jumps With A Ghost Squadronmie 
Colorado National Guard Shows the Regulars How/U.S. Navy SEALS—Part 
t;, 

ISSUE NUMBER EIGHTEEN: Shanghai Experiments: W.E. Fairbairn — 
Grandfather of SWAT/U.S, Navy SEALs— Part 2/Rhodesian Ranch 
Security—Parti. 

ISSUE NUMBER NINETEEN: Rhodesian Ranch Security:—Conclusion/Nite 
Site* /SMG vs P)etol/AK-47 & Its Variations/Soviets Salute SOF. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY; BATF Gestapo/Death in the Night In Viet- 
nam/Who Dares Wins—Inside Look at the Biggest Jailbreak In 
History/Chris Dempster. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-ONE: BATF Gestapo-Conclusion/Combat 
Tracking Techniques/Fighting for Keeps/My Flghl Against Fidel—Pari 
1/Full AuftL 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-TWO: Salgon-The Toughest Beat In the 
World/My Fight Against Fidel—Concluslon/Mad Mike’s Mercs Tn the Con- 
gp/Mau Mau. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-THREE: Fairbairn of ShanghaWHetl on 
^mejs/Dlsaster to Glory/Duel of the Master Snlpefs/WoTtd Practical Pistol 
Championships. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR: Optical tiluslons/AK-47: An Update/Whlte 
DeWI hf MOEambique/Sldewirtder SMG Revisited/K-88 Spotting Scope/Bat¬ 
tle of.Bfodd. 

ISSUE DUMBER TWENTY-FIVE: Nioaragua-Thn End/Requiem for a War- 
riQF/Chopper Jobs/Return to Parris island/Wfilsperlng KlUer/Superstar vs. 
Oragpn ThVown/Armor in the Wirei/Bowl “Em Over. 
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THE GARAND IS BACK 


SOF Advertising Director Shults found Garand a 
pleasure to shoot in off-hand position due to for¬ 
ward balance. 


Springfield Armory’s New MI 


Old-timers will recognize the three basic groups 
of Ml. Note length of op rod spring. 


BELOW: The Garand has its unique way of tell¬ 
ing you it’s empty. Ejected shell and empty clip 
fly in the air. BOTTOM; Three rifles manufac¬ 
tured by Springfield. Top 7.62, middle 30-06, bot¬ 
tom 25-06 with military surplus detachable 
scope mount. Rear sight knob is removed for 
scope clearance. 




Jim Shults is SOF's 
A d vert is ing Director, 
For the past several 
years , Jim has written ar¬ 
ticles for SOF under the 
pen name of Robert Sun¬ 
dance. We felt it was 
time to break Jim *s 
cover . Jim is a high- 
power rifle competitor 
and dabbles from time to 
time in local combat 
pistol matches . Jim won 
sharpshooter class at the 
NRA National Cham- 
pioships 1979 at Camp 
Perry and holds the Dis¬ 
tinguished Rifleman 
award . — R.K. Brown 
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T HE Garand is back. That’s right, a 
new Ml Garand rifle is introduction. 
This “new” rifle will be marketed by 
Springfield Armory of Geneseo, Ill. The 
same folks that brought back the M14 
(MIA) now offer its older brother. 

While at Camp Perry this summer, I 
saw one of the early Garands in 30-06 
caliber at the Springfield display. I asked 
if it (serial No. 429) could be sent to me 
for testing. Not only did it arrive, but so 
also did an experimental Ml Garand with 
a heavy barrel, serial No. T-3 (for Test) in 
7.62 cal. 

Furthermore, I received Bob Reese’s 
(The Big Boss) personal Garand with 
scope in 25-06 caliber. Springfield sup¬ 
plied more than 1,000 rounds of national 
match ammo dating from 1959 to 1967. I 
traded around and got some older and 
newer ammo, which gave a variety for 
testing tracer and armor-piercing as well 
as current NM rounds. 

Appearance of the rifles is excellent. 
Even though I own an MIA for match 
use, 1 feel the Garand is a more attractive 
piece. Workmanship is excellent and gives 
a fine standard for Springfield to follow. 
With the exception of the 25-06, neither of 
the two national match rifles was fired. 
They were brand new! 

Rifles I was most interested in evalu¬ 
ating were the 7.62 heavy-barrel NM and 
the 30-06 Garand. I will give some data on 
the 25-06, although I didn’t fire it that 
much — only 50 rounds. 

I tested both the 30 cal. rifles from a 
sandbag rest only. They were fired in 60- 
to 75-degree weather with a three to five- 
mile-per-hour cross wind at ranges of 100, 
200 and 300 yards. I cleaned neither rifle 
during the complete test period and fired 
each more than 500 times. I permitted no 
barrel cooling during any shot group and 
fired shots within 20 seconds of each 
other. I fired no warm-up shots and tested 
both weapons with iron sights only. I per¬ 
sonally did the group shooting and let 
several other shooters, bust beer cans or 
whatever to get their impressions. 

Group tests were fired at the American 
Sportsman’s Range just outside Broom¬ 
field, Colo. 

To say I was shocked, is an under¬ 
statement. The 30-06 fired the first time 
out a five-shot best group of 5/16 inch at 
100 yards! The normal eight-shot group¬ 
ing was Vi to Va inch. At 200 yards it con¬ 
sistently went 1-1/8 inches to 1 Vi inches 
for eight-shot groups (one clip of ammo). 
At 300 yards it spread to a fantastic 2 Va to 
IVi inches for eight shots. 

I know it could shoot tighter, but my 
eyes aren’t that good with iron sights. 

The 7.62 Garand isn’t as tough but still 
exceeds military requirements. Groups 
averaged Wi inches at 100 yards, IVi 
inches at 200 yards and 414 inches at 300 
yards. The 25-06 using 120-gr. Remington 
Peters ammo gave a rather disappointing 
214 inches at 100 yards and I did not fire it 
at longer ranges. I suspect the scope was 


loose but there wasn’t a rear iron sight on 
the rifle and I didn’t want to rob one from 
the other rifles. 

None of these groups were flukes, since 
I fired dozens of them. 

I did not experience a single malfunc¬ 
tion with the 30 cal. Garands. The 25-06 
gas port isn’t large enough and it refused 
100 percent normal operation. 



Method used to test rifles is 
not fancy but works. Note 
ejected, empty clip. 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 

30-06 GARAND 


NM ORIGINAL 


AMMO TYPE 

AVERAGE GROUP SIZE 


100 yds. 

200 yds. 

300 yds. 

1952 ball 

3 in. 

5 in. 

6 l A in. 

1954 armor-piercing 

4Vi id. 

not fired 

not fired 

1959 NM 

VA in. 

2 in. 

4 in. 

1962 NM 

5/8 in. 

VA in. 

2% in. 

1966 NM 

tVi in. 

1 Vi in. 

3 Vi in. 

1967 NM 

VA in. 

1 Vi in. 

3 Vi in. 

Rem. Peters 150-Gr. 

2 in. 

4Vi in. 

4Vi in. 

7.62 (.308) GARAND 


NM HEAVY BARREL 


AMMO TYPE 

AVERAGE GROUP SIZE 


100 yds. 

200 yds. 

300 yds. 

1965 NM 

VA in. 

2Vi in. 

5 Vi in. 

Various tracer 

5 Vi in. 

not fired 

not Tired 

*1972 Lupua 172-gr. 

2Vi in. 

3 Vi in. 

5 in. 

•1972/Sierra 168-gr. 

2Vi in. 

4 Vi in. 

4 Vi in. 

Federal lot R-2 




Match 

1-7/16 in. 

3 in. 

4 in. 

1977 NM 

2Vi in. 

3 in. 

5 in. 

•“Mexican Match.” 1 

U.S. Nat. Match ammo with a com- 

mercial match bullet. 





1 have never been a lover of the Garand, 
since I prefer my old army-era rifle, the 
M14. I will tell you this, though; I gained 
a tremendous amount of respect for the 
Garand. I can see why “oldtimers” love 
it. I do now. 

1 let anybody that wanted to fire these 
rifles do so and I especially encouraged 
people to try them who had never fired a 
Garand before. From a 14-year-old boy to 
a 60-year-old man, the smiles of 
satisfaction and appreciation were un¬ 
mistakable. These rifles are a ball. 

Garands are heavier at the muzzle, 
which helps in off-hand holding char¬ 
acteristics. 1 appreciated the better bal¬ 
ance and cut my off-hand M14 groups in 
half when compared to the Garand. This 
additional muzzle weight does add to their 
slightly clumsy feeling when one tries to 
point them in a hurry. 

During rapid fire 1 wasn’t as fast 
reloading the Garand as my MIA, due to 
its reputation as a thumb smasher. This 
can be resolved with practice. 

I also tried these rifles with a Spring- 
field Armory bipod. It opened up groups 
to twice their original size or larger. A 
uniform amount of pressure is required to 
shoot a round group and prevent a ver¬ 
tical strong group. However, this bipod is 
an excellent one for bipod lovers and the 
price is right. 

Springfield Armory will make the new 
receivers and they will be cast, as are pres¬ 
ent MIA receivers. The firm has enough 
military components to make 5,000 NM 
rifles. The buyer can pick from a 
standard-issue Garand at $475, NM 
Garand with a commercial, newly manu¬ 
factured heavy barrel at $600 to a NM 
original Garand with military NM barrel 
at $675. The 30-061 tested had the original 
barrel and the 7.62 had the heavy com¬ 
mercial barrel. Stocks will be either 
walnut or birch. All the NM rifles will be 
glass-bedded and assembled by a retired 
Army armorer. 

I was so impressed with the 30-06’s per¬ 
formance that I asked Editor/Publisher 
Bob Brown to buy it for the magazine — 
he did. 

I can honestly say I have never in my 
life fired a rifle that shot so well with iron 
sights. It could see some use in 1,000-yard 
matches next year. 

The DCM is making original battle¬ 
field-grade Garands available at the rate 
of 600 per year to qualified high-power 
competitors for about $112. However, if 
one can’t wait or doesn’t like the 500-to- 
one odds each year, one should look over 
the offerings Springfield Armory has. 

Be ready for a delay. Springfield really 
isn’t geared to produce them on a volume 
basis yet. I am sure Tom and Denny Reese 
haven’t got much to do, so if one writes 
them, he’ll get an answer — some day. 

* 
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F THE COMPLETE ^ 
r CIA & SPECIAL FORCES 

• IMPROVISED MUNITIONS* 

f i—n 

BLACK I 

I i il 

HOOKS 

L'JLi_I 

These books were originally developed by the 
FRANKFORD ARSENAL for the CIA and SPE¬ 
CIAL FORCES. They are the most detailed and 
comprehensive works ever done on the subject of 
improvised weapons. For years they have been the 
most sought aftei and secretive books ever published 
by the AMERICAN MILITARY, Only aftei lengthy 
and extensive research have we' been able to acquire 
these complete original books and are now making 
them available to you. Anyone who can foresee the 
troubled times ahead should not be without the 
knowledge contained in these books. 


— Improvised Munitions Black Books — 

(BB-1) Vol. I, 147 Pg. . . .$9.95 

(BB-2) Vol. 2 r 141 Pg, ........ ...... .$9.95 



DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

DEPT. SF. CORNVILLE, AZ. 86325 


(BB-l) Vol. I, 147 Pg... . . .$9.95 

(BB-2) Vol. 2,141 Pg,......... ...... .$9.95 


I have enclosed % _ Please Rush me: 

-copy(s) of BB-1 

-copy (s) of BB-2 


NAME 



BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 79 


The open sale of automatic wea¬ 
pons is banned in New Zealand. 

“It was a genuine mistake/’ com¬ 
mented Inspector B.R. Turnbull, po¬ 
lice national firearms coordinator. 

Turnbull’s troops tracked the wea¬ 
pons down, found them in the hands 
of reputable collectors and allowed 
them to keep them, subject to special 
security precautions. One of the con¬ 
ditions for keeping an automatic rifle 
is that it be kept under lock and key, 
and a “vital part” be removed and 
stored separately. Collectors must 
also have a special permit from the 
police. 

C ASTRO’S NEXT 

AFRICAN TARGET ... 

Reliable sources in Ghana say that 
the fair elections held last October 
have done little to repair corruption 
there and that the country is on the 
brink of total economic collapse. The 
government must move fast to pre¬ 
vent wide-spread hunger but Ghana is 
so close to bankruptcy that foreign 
help is difficult to obtain. Students 
are back in the schools but text books 
and other supplies are not available. 


A senior lecturer at Ghana’s largest 
university, Legon, is advocating a 
Cuban-style revolution. In addition, 
the Russians have taken advantage of 
the general unrest to meet with the ar¬ 
my, counseled that more executions 
would help the revolution and even 
shown films of the Ethiopian effort. 


A rmy seeks funds 

FOR CHEMICAL WEAPONS ... 
The Army has asked for $19.3 mil¬ 
lion to begin construction of a $170 
miJIion facility that would produce 
155-millimeter artillery shells filled 
with chemicals. 

The shells known as “binary muni¬ 
tions” would contain two non-lethal 
agents that would combine to pro¬ 
duce nerve gas only after they were 
fired at a target. 

Although the Army reportedly has 
tentative approval to start producing 
the weapons, the proposal has touch¬ 
ed off an intense debate within the 
Carter administration. Officials are 
concerned the nerve gas weapons 
could jeopardize NATO approval for 
an administration plan to deploy new 
medium-range nuclear missiles in 
Western Europe. 

The Nixon administration dropped 
biological weapons and cut back on 



Rommel, with sand goggles across 
forehead, became a classic picture 
of The Desert Fox. The summit of 
his career was commanding the 
AFRIKA KORPS in the Libyan 
Desert. 



ERWIN ROMMEL 


... wrote a book in 1937 titled Infanterie Greift 
An (Infantry Attacks). A new limited edition 
(hard back) of Infantry Attacks (English Trans¬ 
lation) has Jnst been printed and I invite yon to 
take advantage of it. 

Field Marshall Erwin Rommel was the great 
German General of World War II who com¬ 
manded the famous AFRIKA KORPS. It was 
Rommel alone, who made the AFRIKA KORPS 
the legend it is today. 

Rommel directed the AFRIKA KORPS with 
such success that, according to the GaUup Poll 
even the British, up until November 1942, con¬ 
sidered him the “ablest commander produced by 
the war.” His repeated victories in desert opera¬ 
tions against a succession of British commanders 
caused him to become the most publicized Ger¬ 
man general. His book, which up to 1941 had 
sold only a few thousand copies, went through 
many editions in Germany. When our Army 
wanted to know what Rommel had written in 
1937, we found it difficult to lay our hands on 


Infanterie Greift An, although there were a few 
stray copies in this country. Through the kind¬ 
ness of the Columbia University Library, Colo¬ 
nel Gustave E. Kidde’, USMC, was able to make 
this translation for the Command & General 
Staff School. Most of the general tactical lessons 
taught by these combat narratives are valid 
today. The observations under which Rommel 
sums up his reactions to the various engagements 
are precisely the kind of counsel an American 
officer would give his troops and junior officers 
under similiar circumstances. 

With the memories of Rommel’s spectacular 
campaigns in North Africa still fresh in mind, 
present-day readers of Infantry Attacks will see 
many parallels between Rommel’s experiences 
and methods in use today. 

The price per book is $14.95. Just fill out the 
order coupon below, and enclose check or 
money order for the correct amount; Make 
check payable to “EUROPEAN LITERA¬ 
TURE LTD.” Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. 


EUROPEAN 
LITERATURE LTD. 

Please send me_copies of 

Erwin Rommel’s book Infantry 
Attacks, (English Translation) 
hardback. I understand that if I 
am not completely satisfied I may 
return the book for a full refund. 
Enclosed is my check or money 
order for $14.95 per copy. Make 
check or money order payable 
to “EUROPEAN LITERATURE 
LTD.” Allow 3 to 4 weeks for 
delivery. 


P.O. Box 2583 LAUREL, MD. 20811 U.S.A. 

□ MONEY □ CHECK $ AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
ORDER 

NAME_ 

ADDRES S __ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP_ 
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stocks of chemical weapons in 1969. 
Intelligence reports disclose that the 
Soviet Union has increased and mod¬ 
ernized its chemical inventory of 
nerve gas since 1973. 


S OUTH AFRICAN 
ENCOUNTER ... 

The Christian League of Southern 
Africa and the Rhodesian Christian 
Group publishes an eight-page tab¬ 
loid newspaper whichs covers current 
political events in Southern Africa 
from a Christian point of view. En¬ 
counter can be obtained for two 
South African rand (or two pounds 
U.K.) by writing Encounter , P.O. Box 
28507, 0132 Sunnyside, Republic of 
South Africa. 


C IVIL WAR TROOPS 

FOIL RANGER RAID ... 

As the 90-man U.S. Army Ranger 
storming party surged into Savan¬ 
nah’s (Ga.) Fort Jackson their forward 
momentum came to a screeching halt 
when they were greeted by defenders 
firing weapons that kicked out 
18-fooUong flames. 

Army officials had asked Civil War 
re-enactment soldiers — in town to 
film a movie — to provide a little “sur¬ 
prise” for the Ranger assault in a 
hostage simulation exercise. 

The Rangers were supposed to 
swoop down in eight choppers, slip in 
the door of the fort, knock off the nine 
Ranger defenders and free the captur¬ 
ed pilots. 

But after going through the door, 
the Rangers got bogged down in a 
30-minute battle with the Civil War 
buffs. 

It all came to an end when a livid 
Ranger officer stalked over and told 
them to stop shooting because they 
were “delaying the takeover of the 
fort.” 

The Rangers’ defense was that the 
Civil War troops — from the 1st In- 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595-SOF, Atlanta, Ga. 30326 


TYPE TRP 

For Small Frame (5-Shot) Revolvers 
And Medium Frame Semi-Automatics 


To order, enclose $14.00 plus 
$2.00 for shipping and insurance 1 to: 


TIGHTROPE 


This unorthodox style of carry was introduced in 
the late 1950’s and has enjoyed some popularity in 
certain circles. In the times when concealment is 
more desirable than speed of draw, yet weapon 
accessability is critical, the TIGHTROPE may satisfy 
your priorities. The weapon is presented to the hand 
at an angle that is natural for a palm-out grip and 
withdrawal. Careful attention to the details of 
engineering, combined with custom handfinishing, 
overcomes the obvious limitations inherent in a 
design of this nature. 

When ordering, please designate: the weapon Ito 
be carried; color choice (black or tan); for right or 
left hand draw. 



ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 


Clips on anywhere, 

Monitors phone conversation. 
Undetected while testing. 

Flip switch and place calls. 

Green Plastic — as pictured 
Black Rubber — (Not shown) 

Don’t Leave Home Without It! 

$85.00 Ins. &P.PD. 

Money Orders, Visa & Master 
Charge, Send $1.00 for Catalog 


TEL-TEST 

P.O. Box 278, Butler, Ohio 44822 


Are you bored? 

The excitement of 
the world of intrigue 
and adventure 
awaits you in, 

COVERT INTEL 
LETTER 

SAMPLE/$1.00 or $11.00/12 ISSUES 
Overseas Air $15.00/12 issues 

HORIZONE 

Box 67. St. Charles. MO 63301, U.S.A. 


POPULAR 

MERCENARY BOOKS 

20% DISCOUNT 



Retail 

Sale 

□ How To Kill 1 

5.00 

4.00 

JOHN MINNERY 



□ How To Kill II 

5.00 

4.00 

JOHN MINNERY 



□ How To Kill III 

5.00 

4.00 

JOHN MINNERY 



□ BLACK MEDICINE 

8.00 

6.40 

Deadly Arts of 



Nerve Points Killing 



□ BLACK MEDICINE II 

8.00 

6.40 

Weapons At Hand 



□ NEVER SAY DIE 

8.00 

6.40 

A Survival Manual 



□ RANGER HANDBOOK 

6.00 

4.25 

WW Ranger Tactics 



□ FREE catalog with order 

20-60% 


on all books 

□ Catalog only - 


Postage paid 1.00 refundable 

Postage first book 75$. All others add 35$ 
per book postage & handling. 

Name_ 

Address_ s _ 

City_State_Zip.—_ 

Rush to BUTOKUKAI 

27 WEST 72nd St. 

New York, N.Y. 10023 
N.Y. Residents Add 8% Sales Tax 


C Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home Connects! 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or I 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered.! 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when] 
phone is hung up. this device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful WiroleSS MiC 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to V4 mile I 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) I 

Call (305) 725-1000 or sand $18.95 + $1.00 shipping par Item I 
to U8I Corp., P.O. Box T- 2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD’* I 

accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other | 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size leu" 

Each 

$ 18.95 

Qty Dtsc Avail 


.size 2"x3"x J /«^ 


GOOD AFFORDABLE KNIVES 
& KNIFEMAKING SUPPLIES 


(KitSz Booksr Sharpeners & Sheaths, too!) 


FREE CATALOG! 


Name_._,__ ___ 

Address ____ 

APT f 

City __ 

State __Zip _ 

ATLANTA CUTLERY CORPORATION 

Box 839F, Conyers, Georgia 30207 


J 
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NO WAIT. FRESH 
NEW STOCK IN. 
RUT HURRY I 

MIITECH ARMAMENT CO. 

- NOTICI - 

New MK II AR 15. Auto Sear Mechanism Pat Pend We dare 
anyone to compare' This unit is fully machined from Super 
Nitronic 40 stainless. 405 stainless and 4130 chromoly steel 
hardened throughout, with class A Music wire springs. Unit 
requires the following Ml 6 Paris to tunction as a full auto select 
- fire weapon. Hammer, trigger, disconnector, boll carrier and 
safety selector Ideal for police etc It is easily removable, 
requires no machine and needs little or no maintenance Law 
Enforcement Agency's can now allow SWAT teams to take 
their weapons home with Auto Sear removed, as you know this 
is impossible with Ihe Ml 6 

Dealer Inquiries Absolutely 

Invited Guaranteed 

NOTE This Is not the same piece of junk that has been floating 
around' A copy of your license is appreciated, but not 
necessary Pipase make bank Check or M Q paya ble to: 

JJ. rmrow 

Use of this device permitting full automatic mode 
'is subject to the provisions of the gun control act 
of 1968. 

P.O.Box 1104, Dept. SF Rosemead, CaUf.91770 


KILL OR GET KILLED 

BY 

COL REX APPLEGATE 
"The classic po- 
lice training text 
on dose combat 
shooting and riot 
control." 

CLOTHBOUND ..$15.95 

Mercenary's Man. I 7.95, II 7.95... How To Kill I, II 
5.00 ea.. .Anarchist Cookbook 9.95.. .Sniping, 
U.S.M.C. Man. 6.95...Firearms Silencers 6.00 
.. .CIA Explosives for Sabotage 5.95 add 10% for 
postage Calif. 6% tax Book List 1.00 LOS 
ANGELES area, see before you buy. We stock 
S.O.F., ATLAN, PALADIN, DESERT, HALE, and 
many others. 

the LARDER, Dept. SF 
11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
CALIFORNIA 91601 (213) 763*0004 
BofA VISA MASTERCHARGE 




m* 


“"survival'^'* 


'nrivAL 

HUN TING^SSfelg ^y 
I'MIjliiOHm 

.LET. Improved vers it 


2 6^600 s 

bonus 3 

_ ___ mpr»red 

SILENT, powerful, accurate, hits i!L^ _„. r .______ „ 

blow-gun. Thrilling sport! Kills varmints, pests. Defense. Ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazingpower.220ri 
ft range. Astound friends! Rugged .38 cal. precision aluminum. 2-WAY rubber m. piece. Pierces W plywood. 9* 

P f,nn * ‘ v * » * * .'V R** cfpol H»rtc fir ill nam/ /‘nca inctmrtmnc P/imnnrt ,11/. (f mmHnl C? QQI u!: 


$ 7. 98 


MnH. Powwfuh. 


proved version ol latnous A mV: 


„ y , --_.J 8 cal. precision aluminum, 2-WAY rubber m. piece. Pierces \i plywood.9- 

Speed 300 ft/sec.Not a tov! Has 100-3",5” steel darts (kit) carry case, instructions. Compact 4Vi ft. model $7.98! gi 
Popular 5 Vi ft. SB.98I Magnum 6 Vi* $9.98! Extra darts $2.50 per 100! $4.50/200! $11/500! Super BONUS BUY 2 a* 
GUNS GET000darts, sling, quiver, patches, camouflage, targets,carry box ($22 Free)! BUY3GETSAME+cIean- =! 
mg rod, muzzleguard+1100($40 Free)! BUY4 SAME + Guerrilla Gun+1'60G($60 Free)! BUY5 SAME-f FREE 7th W 
GUN!+1600f me Add$1^5 postage EACH gun. Send cash.check, m.o. IF BROKEN WTTHIN15 YEARS WE WILL; 
™ - - " %kifnoldeIighted.HOUSEOFWEAPONS,lNCBox 794S Provo,Utah8460l|: 

5 ONLY: cad Tm I l?DI?r Kmw OA onn NOOA. r'.liraAn oin . 


REPLACE! Use 30 days,..., 
VISA/Master Charge CAI 



ALL TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs: 800-824-7888: Calif 800-852-7777:AK/Hawaii 800-824-7919. 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 



Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from IVi” to 1” at 
connecting end. 12'’ lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 


OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114- 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN, 16 OZ, Rosewood 


$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style Each 



NO. 120- 14 IN, 15 OZ, Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN, 14 OZ , Black 


$8.95 


Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAi No. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


No. 226 


Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
thick, 3Vi” & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 

NO. 1 06 - 14 IN, 12 OZ, No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN, 11 OZ, No finish 


Each 

$4.95 


BANK AMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and oxpiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls. MONEY OHDEH or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assuros prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are hold for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN’S SPORTS 

26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75c 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1,50 


dependent Engineer Regiment of the 
New York Volunteers and the 19th 
Georgia Cavalry — just “didn’t know 
how to play dead.” 

W HAT HAVE 

WE HERE ... 

A New York Times article covering 
South Africa’s steadily increasing at¬ 
tempt to recruit blacks into its armed 
forces, particularly the army, contain¬ 
ed some comments worth noting. 

Sgt. Frans Raseroka, a black from 
Hammanskraal, Transvaal, and a fifth- 
year man with combat experience, 
said: "Irrespective of what is happen¬ 
ing in this country, we must defend it. 
If we fight for this country against its 
enemies, we have a right to claim our 
share in it, alongside the white man.” 

Asked to identify those enemies, 
Raseroka and his mates spoke of the 
"communist threat” to South Africa’s 
Christian way of life and to the free 
enterprise system. 

Hendrik Swanepoel, the Afrikaner 
commandant of the 21st Battalion, 
which Raseroka is in, said, “The fact 
that you have black soldiers fighting 
on your side willingly obviously has 
external political value. With blacks in 
South African Army uniforms, you 
can say, ‘Heck, this proves that this is 
not a white man’s struggle anymore'.” 

In contrast with Rhodesia, which 
has long depended on a regular army 
that is more than 85 percent black, 
South Africa has moved only recently 
to broaden the role of blacks, mixed- 
race people and Asians. 

The change came about primarily 
because South Africa was having 
trouble finding enough whites to do 
the job. Draft obligations were doubl¬ 
ed and men up to 45 were required to 
do time in the Citizen Force, the 
150,000-man trained reserve. 

There are perhaps 1,000 blacks in 
South Africa’s standing army of 
10,000. Although the races are still 
separated into separate units, some 
barriers are falling. The first Indian 
naval officer was recently graduated 
from the military academy and several 
officers of mixed-race have been com¬ 
missioned in the navy. 


NOTICE 

Any reader responding to classified ad 
by DATA, in November ’79 SOF relating to 
switchblades, please contact Postal In¬ 
spector in Charge, Fort Worth, TX 76101 


NEED NEW ID?...CREDIT? 


Start life overl Here’s how: 


Change your name/age*Cover past 
Qisappoar perfectly* Beal Ihe bill collector 
Get degrees, better jobs*"AAA'credft, credit cards, tool 



YES! IT CAN BE DONE! 

EDEN PRESS, INC. 

Write-. 15751 Brookhurst #112-D 
Westminster, CA 92683 
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F ile under 

FLORIDA STYLE UFO ... 

The Miami Herald spotted an in¬ 
triguing advertisement by Star-Tron 
International in some Fiorida and 
Georgia metro newspaper classified 
sections announcing, “40 pilots need¬ 
ed immediately for global flight ope¬ 
rations.” 

Applicants were invited to send re¬ 
sumes to “Box 1947, Lake City, FL 
32055.” In return the applicants got a 
typed cipher on plain stationery stat¬ 
ing that “Operation Night Vision is an 
airborne global electronic surveil¬ 
lance communique. It operates ex¬ 
tremely sophisticated and modern air¬ 
craft ... Your training and traveling 
expenses will be paid in advance ... 
The company has no need for sec¬ 
onds. We train each person individu¬ 
ally_” 

“Each pilot will wear a numbered 
USAF jump suit while on duty. This is 
not the military — but be advised — 
we do run a very, very tight ship.” 

The letter, signed by a Col. Dan 
Meyers, also asked for personal data 
— social security number, passport 
number, pilot license, languages 
spoken, clearances — and buried in 
there, a request for a $15 “documen¬ 
tation and processing fee.” That fee 
was to be sent by hard-to-trace, easy- 
to-cash money order and specifically 
not by special delivery or registered 
mail. 

Which made some Florida pilots 
suspicious. They alerted the papers 
and some government agencies. 

The Miami Herald found no trace of 
the existence of Star-Tron, Operation 
Night Vision or Dan Meyers in Florida 
corporation records, Federal Aviation 
Administration pilot or aircraft regis¬ 
trations, military personnel records, 
Florida driver license records or even 
telephone company listings. 

When the CIA was asked if the 
“this Company” of Star-Tron’s cipher 
was known to them, agency sources 
chuckled. 

The Herald tracked down P.O. Box 
1947 to one Jeff Greene, Rural Route 
1, White Springs, Fla. Greene was 
unlisted and left no number on his 
rental form. 

U.S. Postal Inspector Roy Spradley 
of Jacksonville left a note in P.O. Box 
1947 and got a call from someone 
who made an appointment to talk fur- 

Continued on page 90 


SILENCERS AND MACHINE GUNS 



Suppressed Ruger 10/22 Sporter and Mark I 
AR15/M16 Ml A/M 14 Remington 700 
FOR SALE TO INDIVIDUALS AND DEALERS* 
SEND $3.00 lor pictured information and specification brochure 
JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER 
1115 N. Courtenay Parkway . Merritt Island, PL 32952 
Phone 1305) 783-7934 

« UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE 1968 GCA AND STATE LAWS 



INTRODUCING THE SPECIAL EDITION SOF BELT BUCKLE! Beautiful heavy Ger 
man silver buckle with handcrafted black and red SOF logo. The red border, red beret, 
black daggers, and black letters are acrylic and epoxy baked to a diamond hardness. This 
work of art is done for us by the*world famous Johnson and Held Ltd company of Denver. 
Colorado, well known for their western and custom buckles. There will be only 250 
numbered buckles in the series and they will go fast, so get your order in early! Those that 
wish can have their names put on a master list to reserve the same number on their buckle 
for the upcoming SOF specials. Collect a set of al) the “specials" and you will soon have a 
set that will grow in value over the years. These buckles are fully guaranteed — if you are 
not fully satisfied with your silver SOF belt buckle, return it for a full refund. 

PRICE: 659.95 4 




THE SPECIAL EDITION NUMBER- 
ED SOF BOOT KNIFE Designed by Al 
Mar of Portland, Oregon, one of the most 
respected knife designers & makers in 
the U.S., this beautifully crafted boot 
knife is made of 154CM stainless, full 
tapered tang, with black micarta handle. 
The blade bears the SOF logo on one 
side and is numbered on the other. It 
comes with a black leather sheath with a 
convenient metal clip for boot or belt, 
and is embossed with the SOF logo. Only 
250 knives will be numbered In this 
series and they will go fast so order now! 
Make a set with the SOF buckle and 
register to get the same number on 
future “special editions." This knife is 
fully guaranteed; if you are not com¬ 
pletely satisfied return the knife and 
sheath for an immediate refund. 

PRICE: 1- 50—6140.00 

51-125—6125.00 
126-250—6115.00 




SOF PATCHES 

OD & Colored—SF-13 

SOF MUG 

SF-15. 

SOF ASH TRAY 

SF-15...,. 


$1.75 

$6.95 

$2.95 


THE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $7.95 

(INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 

VISA 

Mastercharge 

Canada & 

Overseas Orders add 20% 

Colo. Residents add 3% 

Dept. SF780 
P.O.Box 693, 

Boulder, Colo. 60306 

Include $1 00 for Postage and Handling. 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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PHOENIX 


T-SHIRTS 

$6.95 each 




U.S. paratroopers provide the enemy 
with the maximum opportunity to 
give his life for his country. 


POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 


Large top quality wall posters that show 
your true feelings. They are a must for men 
of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win¬ 
dow. 


ONLY 


s 2.95 

Each 


Add Si.OO 
Postage 
and Handling 
Per Order 





AIRFORCE 

SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 

$12.50 


MARINE 

COMBAT 

KNIFE 

$16.95 



WW I TRENCH 
KNIFE $16.95 

COMMANDO 
KNIFE $16.95 



UFETOOL $14.95 
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ORDER TODAY! These T-shirts are 
75% cotton, 25% polyester. Money 
back guarantee. Allow 3-4 weeks for 
delivery. Add $1.00 for postage and 
handling. 



$22.50 

Five Velcro tipped pockets take 30 rd AR/15, 20 rd 
FN or M-14 mags. Plus $1.25 postage & handling. 




AL MAR KNIVES 

Handmade quality from 154 CM steel 
with a Rockwell of 57-59, the folders 
come with front lock and stainless 
bolsters and the fixed blades are full 
tang. The entire line comes with ivory 
miearta handles and feather sheath. 
Clockwise 


1. Fisher 

$ 70 7. Eagle 

$75 

2. Road Runner 

$ 68 8. Falcon 

.$43 

3. Fang 

$ 80 9. Vulture 

$49 

4. Pack Rat 1 

$ 68 10. Bulldog 1 

$60 

5. Pack Rat II 

$ 68 11. Bulldog II 

$60 

6. Buzzard 

$105 12. Hawk 

$37 


13. Osprey 

$35 


Add $1.50 each for postage and handling 



NEW! MINI-14 MATCH PEEP SIGHT 

Made of aerospace quality resin 
bond, this sight replaces standard 
sight, has hooded aperture, installs in 
seconds to improve accuracy with no 
modifications. $4.95 Plus $1.00 
postage and handling. 
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Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
Ken Hale’s “1980” 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS 


My New Book Catalog is Ready .... 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur 
vive the coming turmoil in America 

.Depression, Economic Col 

lapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don’t have my catalog 
yet. . DON’T DELAY! 

It's the BIGGEST & BEST 
in its Field. Rush $1.00 CASH 
to: KEN HALE (110) 

McDonald, ohio 44437 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 

I'll send it free, if you don’t have 
a buck, But GET IT NOW . . . 


Send to - 
Name __ 


Address 
City__ 


. State. 


-Zip 


Make Money 
at Home in Spare 

~No Previous Experience Needed 

[HERE 1 LEARN GUN 
jSssjf£ REPAIR! 


STAR! 


pare Time # 
sd 

i 


BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop, 
sporting goods store, discount 
house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business —sell orirepair guns. 


* BE Y0UB Qm GUN EXPEfiT We show 
* cl you how to buy and sell guns.,.cus- 
tomize. repair and accurize them..Jit 
_ S and finish stocks. Learn all about bal- 
* lislics.. black powder...how to 
«« » >-»■ — .— import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting Improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart 

Included in your first lesson gives you new 
accuracy. Send for results of survey show¬ 
ing employment success of our graduates. 

Write for FREE “Gun Pro Career Kit”! 



* "Training for the Future, through Home Study" r 

North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS040 

4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. 

No Salesman will Call. 


NAME 


AGE 1 

ADDRESS 1 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP _ J 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 87 
ther. No one ever showed and some¬ 
one quit cleaning out Box 1947. 

South Florida applicants who sent 
in their $15 were advised that an 
orientation dinner would be held Oct. 
20, at 1900 hours at the Sheraton Inn 
at Miami International Airport. 

At the appointed hour, the Herald 
reporter found at least 20 male pilots 
at the Sheraton but no representative 
of Star-Tron. 

The pilots, who admitted they sent 
in $15, had two theories. 

First, Star-Tron could be an ultra¬ 
secret organization unknown to gov¬ 
ernment and private intelligence 
agencies. 

Second, there is a slim chance that 
Star-Tron is a scheme concocted by 
an as-yet-unknown individual who 
multiplied $15 by the number of 
unemployed pilots in Florida and 
Georgia and came up with a Florida 
Style Unidentified Flying Operation. 


TERRAIN & SITUATION 

Continued from page 14 

The holster is a diagonal, with a com¬ 
fortable, concealable harness capable of 
almost infinite adjustment. On the off- 
gun side, a magnetic magazine pouch han¬ 
dles Detonics magazines or standard Colt 
clips. Currently, my rig has a stainless 
steel Lacha magazine riding there. 

The Detonics is kept in the leather by 
means of unbelievably precise wet mold¬ 
ing and the revolutionary speedbreak snap 
system. The wet molding is so good that 
on a holster for the PPK/S, you can read 
part of the Walther name off the grips in 
reverse on the leather. The speedbreak is 
simple and fast. Simply fasten the snaps 
through the trigger guard to hold the gun 
in place. When a fast draw is needed, just 
grab the gunbutt and rip the pistol from 
the leather. The trigger guard breaks the 
snap and the gun comes free. When cinch¬ 
ed up high under the armpit, the Detonics 
in the Alessi rig is practically invisible, and 
.45 caliber oomph is ready at hand in¬ 
stantly but well hidden. 

If I sound like a stockholder in Alessi, 
I’m not. 1 am a big fan, however. The 
Alessi folks took a fine idea — the 
diagonal shoulder rig — and brought it to 
its logical conclusion. And the Detonics 
works so well with the system that it is the 
perfect mating. For more information on 
the gun, write Detonics Associates, Dept. 
SOF, 2500 Seattle Tower Bldg., Seattle, 
WA 89101, U.S.A. To find out about 
Alessi custom concealment holsters — 
and you owe it to yourself to find out — 
write Alessi at Dept. SOF, 2465 Niagara 
Falls Blvd., Tonawanda. NY 14150. 

* 



Our latest catalog and reference manual Is here. Sixty 
8 V 2 "x 11“ photo-illustrated pages of U.S. Military clothing, 
equipment, and camping/survival goods. The finest 
publication of its type in the industry. Same-day no-hassle 
service, world-wide shipping, and NO JUNK. Nothing more 
needs to be said. $ 1.00 postpaid. 

Southeastern Surplus, Inc. 

7202 Highway 85 Riverdale. GA 30274 




IJlVESDRO 


RSTOPPER 

SILENTLY 
INDICATES 
WHETHER 
SOMEONE 
ELSE IS 
LISTENING! 


Indicates prusenw of tapping 
devices. . . if line is busy. . . 
if extension ii listening. 



ELIMINATE POSSIBILITY OF 
T A PS OR UNA VT] lO R S 7. LI 3 
I.ESTENLRS-tN ON PHONE 


• Makes your phone secure 

• Prevents interruptions 
and arguments 

• Works whether call is 
being made or received 

• Use it at any location 

• No interference with 
normal operation 

• Works with party lines 

Adjustable for ALL 
telephone installations 

MQftfY BACK GUABANTEEwmm 
FREE Wfcptww P.nd ntot*di 

1C4S dialog wifr pyicfi*i» 

Sand Ilvjcl -TO'ipj Dfdtv [add KZ OG ffcc pCSlfcQr* jwl 
rfyj. lyji llPl) 


AMERICAN MAILING. INC. 
DEPT. SF-F, P.G. BOX 112 
NYACK, NY 1Q960 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.f.A. Covert Operations 
1.0. card carried by members of the SOG (Studies 
and Observations Group) in S.E. Asia during the 
Viet Nam Era. 

. . Oo not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of ail types ...” 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document from 
him! Etc... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5 Q0 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

P.O. Drawer I, Dept. SF, Waskom, Texas 75692 
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CLASSIFIED 



REQUIREMENTS 50$ per word per insertion, Including 
name and address — Minimum charge $10.00. Personals 
are 25$ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom¬ 
panied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 60306. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We do not fur¬ 
nish proofs. Include name and address in counting 
number of words. Post office, zip code and state, each 
counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, 
U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words. 


UNUSUAL BOOKS. Silencers, lockpicking, crime, police 
manuals, bugging and countersurveillance, fake ID, sur¬ 
vival, unusual and improvised weapons, life extension, 
moneysaving opportunities, explosives, self-defense, in¬ 
vestigative and undercover techniques, strange philo¬ 
sophies, and much more! We offer the best selection of 
suppressed information ever put on sale! Unique illu¬ 
strated catalog only $1. Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, Ml 
48854. (30) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (33)_ 

ISSHINRYU KARATE. Over 150 photos and instruction in 
the Shimabuku System. Send $3.50 for Long and Wheel¬ 
er’s authoritative Dynamics of Isshinryu Karate Today. 
NATIONAL PAPERBACK PUBLISHERS, Box 146, Knox- 
yUle, TN 37901. (TF) _ 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOP GARROTE, single handed 
guillotine, $12.00 postpaid Includes a free set of knucks. 
$1.00 1 SASE for catalog. J.H, Trager, P.O. Box 23174, 
Detroit, Ml 48223. (TF) ___ ____ 

SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. World’s biggest catalog, in¬ 
cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208, (32) 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT MEANS NO QUARTER - NO 
MERCY! Now In its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, “The Tactical Skills of Hand-to-Hand Combat 
(Self-Defense)", teaches you how to fight to win in 
serious, real combat! The FBI, the U.S. Secret Service, 
the Navy SEALs and the CIA are just a few of the 
organizations that have received this little gem I $7 cash 
or money order payable to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL- 
DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) 

“SPECIALTY WEAPONS”! GARROTTE! Wooden han¬ 
dles, prepared for sure-kill grip. Hlghest-grade wire. 
“Commando black" for night operations behind lines: 
$16. YAWARA STICK WEAPON! Thong-grip prevents 
loss In fight. Illustrated instructions teach vital 
points,how to use , etc.: $8. Cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7532, Phoenix, AZ B5Q11. (TF) 

THE TACTICS OF COMBAT HANDGUN SHOOTING. You 
must read this Special Report if you own a handgun for 
self-defense! Easy-reading, no frills; just FACTS to keep 
you and yours ALIVE! $10 cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner. SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O, Box 
7532, Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) __ 

MONEY SUPPLIED $$$$ for your military surplus items; 
need-ball, A,P„ tracer, ammunition, inert ordnance, trip, 
cluster, and parachute flares, smoke and tear gas gre¬ 
nades, individual equipment, training aids, medical sup¬ 
plies. Send your list and prices with first letter: Ord¬ 
nance Supply, 4918 Mission Avenue, Dallas, TX 75206, or 
call 1-214-823-5963. (37)_ 

THOMPSON SUB MACHINE GUN, now you can convert 
your 27A-1 or 27A-5 Thompson to fulf auto. No parts to 
buy, no machining only minor changes done in minutes. 
Cyclic rate 650 or 1200. Send $24.95 for instructions to 
H&H, P.O. Box 296, Pendleton, IN 46064. (37) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32" diameter, water- 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25<s. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wickenburg. AZ 85358. (37) 


ANTI BUGGING DEVICES Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $35.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineeering Co., Suite 
11, 9745 Longpoint, Houston, TX 77055; (713) 464-8170. 
Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (31) 

JUST PUBLISHED — Catalog/Reference Manual CRM 
5-1. Military surplus, survival equipment flight gear, 
military and outdoor clothing, knives, packs, ALICE and 
obsolete military field gear, boots, manuals, police 
equipment, rations, collector's items, etc. Sixty 8VliXl1 
pages, $1.00 postpaid. No-hassle service and NO JUNK 
ITEMS. Southeastern Surplus, Inc., Attn: PDO 7228-A 
Highway 85, Riverdale, GA 30274. (30) 

JUST PUBLISHED — Catalog Reference Manual 
CRM5-1. Military surplus, survival equipment, flight gear, 
obsolete military field gear, boots, manuals, police 
equipment, rations, collector’s items, etc. Sixty 8!6x11 
pages, $1.00 postpaid. No-hassle service and NO JUNK 
ITEMS. Southeastern Surplus, Inc. Attn: PDO 7228-A 
Highway #85, Riverdale, GA 30274. (33) 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE TO M-2 (Selective fire); AR-15 
to M-16. No machining. Details $7.50. Catalog of 
interesting/unusual publlcations/equipment $1 (refund¬ 
able.) CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, FL 32018. (31) 

MINI 14 SURVIVAL REPORT — tells how to turn the 
Ruger mini 14 into an even better defensive weapon. Sur¬ 
vival/Security Associates, Dept. HG, POB 30753, Seattle, 
WA 98103. (30) 

PACK-AWAY BRAND - REAL FREEZE DRIED MEATS. 
A wonderful addition to your emergency food supply. 
These products are real meats with no substitutes. Just 
delicious-fresh tasting Hamburgers, Beef Steaks, Diced 
Beef, Chicken and Pork Chops. All are nitrogen packed, 
in enameled #10 cans, with a shelf life of many years. — 
We believe you will find our Freeze Dried meats to be 
equal to the finest on the market and our prices the best 
anywhere. We sell Pack-Away brand meats direct to the 
public at less than most companies wholesale. — We In¬ 
vite you to write today as we expect a price increase in 
the near future. — Pack-Away Food Co., Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 847, Napa, CA 94558. (707) 255-3079. (30) 

LOCK PICKING, bugging, burglar alarm systems defeat 
— MUCH MORE! Latest information and professional, 
GENUINE supplies and equipment — No Rip-Offs — 
Guaranteed Satisfaction! Send $2.00 (refundable) for 
catalogue. NOW WHILE IT’S STILL LEGAL to: L.A.N.D, 
1-5, 625 Post St., #1048, San Francisco, CA 94109. (30) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
better jobs, new life! Complete book catalog 25$. EDEN 
PRESS. Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, Ca 92708. (32) 

BADGE COLLECTORS Send 75$ for list of fire and law 
badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, Dept. 
S.F. 89, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, CA 90706. (31) 

NAZI MARCHING SONGS - 3Vfe hours of music, many 
songs never heard in the U.S. before. 3 cassettes $14.95 
from: Sons of Liberty, Box 214, Metairie, LA 70004. (30) 

HOW FIFTH COLUMNISTS infiltrate and take over 
governments. Underground facts of the Watergate affair 
& eight other books onlv $10.00. Christian Defense 
League, Box 493, Baton Rouge, LA 70821. (30) 

REVISIONIST BOOKS! ThinTReich books! Send SASE 

for our free booklists: Noontide Press (SF), P.O. Box 
1248, Torrance, CA 90505. (33) 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY FOR TACTICAL OPERA¬ 
TIONS!! Signal Security as used by the U.S. Army in 
Southeast Asia is now available. Code names, authen¬ 
tication tables, and ciphers require no special training or 
technical knowledge and are not subject to electronic or 
mechanical failure. Readily adaptable to all communica¬ 
tion mediums: wire, wireless, post, or courier, fixed or 
mobile. Write: TAC-COM, fnc., Dept. 110, P.O.Box 3255, 
York, PA 17402, (30) 

BADGES, CUSTOM MADE to your specifications, top 
quality, costs $14 to $20, send $1 (refundable), 
Southwestern Corp., Box 19756, Las Vegas, NV 69119. 
(30) , 


BORDER OPS CONSULTANTS. Cargo and personnel ex¬ 
pediting. Mexican and Canadian theatres our specialty, 
but can operate worldwide. P.O. Bok 9733, El Paso, TX 
79987. (33) 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT, new/surplus, manufacturer. 
Official tiger jungle camouflage fabric in stock in cotton 
poplin & nylon duck, webbings and all related parachute 
materials. We mfg. & stock camouflage wallets, orga¬ 
nizers, belts, watch bands, knife holders. Let us be your 
parachute broker & round up the equipment you need. 
International Parachute Supply, Route 13, Brookline, NH 
03033. (603) 673-5867. (33) 

WANTED, O.S.S. or S.O.E. weapons, special equipment, 
suitcase radios, etc. McDonald, Box 2037, Ogden-Utah 
84404. (30) 

SURVIVE. Perma-Pak and arrowhead mills finest foods 
and equipment. Long storage, light weight, nutritious, 
discounts. Large self-addressed stamped envelope. B&T 
Survival Co., Box 9015, Colorado Springs, CO 80932. (30) 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially miliary veterans, who 
are interested in preparing for the soon-coming political, 
sociat, economic, and military disruption of our Country. 
Write: Christian-Patriots Defense League or Citizens 
Emergency Defense System, Box 565K, Flora, IL, or call 
(618) 665-3937, day or night. ACT NOW — TIME IS 
SHORT. (32) 

OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS! This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. $8.95 to Midcontinental 
Design, Dept. 19-6b. P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Min¬ 
neapolis, MN 55402. (34) 

45 AUTO. 1911-1911A1 muzzle stabilizer, takes the place 
of barrel bushing. 2Vfe inches long, 15 holes, located at 
eleven, twelve and one o’clock $22.50 each, 3 for $60.00. 
Add $2.00 per order for postage and handling. Ray’s 
Surplus, Inc., 17620 26 Mile Rd., Washington, Ml 48094. 

(31) _ 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE to M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. MAC M-10 
and silencer patent drawings $10.00 set. Catalog $1.00 
(refundable). CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, FL 32018. 

(32) ____ 

BORDER OPS CONSULTANTS. Cargo and personnel ex¬ 
pediting. Mexican and Canadian theatres our specialty, 
but can operate worldwide. P.O. Box 9733, El Paso, TX 
79987. (33) 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT, new/surplus, manufacturer. 
Official tiger jungle camouflage fabric in stock in cotton 
poplin & nylon duck, webbings and all related parachute 
materials. We mfg. & stock camouflage wallets, 
organizers, belts, watch bands, knife holders. Let us be 
your parachute broker & round up the equipment you 
need. International Parachute Supply, Route 13, 
Brookline, NH 03D33. (603) 673-5867. (33) 

WANTED, O.S.S. or S.O.E. weapons, special equipment, 
suitcase radios, etc. McDonald, Box 2037, Ogden-Utah 
84404. (30) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT doesn’t pay. former Calif, police 
officer’s skills for sale. Educated, cosmopolitan, 
Overt/covert, short-term, one-man operations only. You 
choose method of contact. I’m expensive, but I’m good. 
Becker, P.O. Box 393, Morro Bay, CA 93442. (30) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion. 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $9.00 per year. 
$12.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (39) 

WANTS TO LEARN hand-to-hand combat, knife fighting, 
mere & bodyguard tricks and tactics. J.L.. P.O. Box 
25218, Chicago, IL 60625 (30) 

JUST $15? We want your business! We’ll send you: 
Original G.L mess kit with knife, spoon and fork. Original 
G.l. Issue can opener. Original G.L issue canteen. Late 
issue G.l. C-Ratlon dinner (delicious!). Plus free $5 gift- 
certificate. . .and illustrated catalog on U.S. military 
surplus camping and hunting gear. Entire package, only 
$15. RATIONS, Box 172-D, Anoka, MN 55303. (30) 

SUBS — Instructions to make full automatic, Colt .45 
M1911 $12.95, Llama ,45 or 9mm $8.95, Llama 380 or 32 
$7.95, Saver M38 $12.95, Ruger 10/22 $12.95, Mauser 
HSC $9.95. All plans $69.95. Reply: RANDOM, Box 2515, 
Columbus, QH 43215, (30) 
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SECESSION 1985 — A real man’s state. Free catalog. 
The Spengler Group. P.O. Box 3085, St. Paul, MN 5565. 
(31) ____ 

NIGHT VISION SCOPES! First and second generation 
units available from (2) of the developers of night view- 
ing devices. Send $2.00 for brochures and pricing. Satel¬ 
lite Enterprises, Inc., P.O. Box 2207, St. Augustine, FL 
32084 (32) ___ 

KILL OR BE KILLED. Train with professional expert (15 
yrs. exp.) In lethal methods of close quater hand-to-hand 
combat and self-defense. Tough no-bullshit training 
results guaranteed. These programs are second to none. 
For brochure send $3 to Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., 
Tuckahoe, NY, (30)__ 

FANTASTIC TRAINING MANUALS! Authored by Pro for 
you! Learn investigative techniques, agent recruitment 
and handling, surveillance and countersurveillance, pro¬ 
tective services, counterterrorism tactics, undercover 
techniques, much more! Some topics exclusively pub¬ 
lished by COUNTERPLOT, Box 62 (SOF), Hyde Park, NY 
12538. Catalog $1.00. (31)______ 

COMBATANT KNIFE-RAZOR FIGHTING. Train with pro¬ 
fessional expert (15 yrs. exp.) in complete combatant 
use of knife-razor. Ruthless offensive-defensive techni¬ 
ques taught for street or field combat situations. 
Beginner-advanced programs. For brochure send $3 to 
Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St, Tuckahoe, NY Results 
guaranteed. (30) 

BtJG g]NG PHONE PHREAKTNG: Project Kits complete 

with ALL needed componets, easy to follow instruc¬ 
tions, much more! Send $1.00 for most fascinating 
catalogue of ‘Confidential’ electronic devices available 
anywhere. T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 Jones St., No. 8816, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. (32) 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. New 

Jersey — N.Y.C. — Philadelphia Area Only. N.P.I. Is now 
accepting applications for the instruction of qualified 
students in the basic practical skills of modern defen¬ 
sive plstolcraft. For Information and application, send 
$1.00 to: Northeast Pistol Institute, P.O. Box 453, Union, 
NJ 07083.J33]^ 

CUSTOM KNIFE BROKER - fighters - boot - folders 
— hunters — over 100 currently In stock — Why Walt? 
~ R & C Knives, P.O. Box 32631, San Jose, CA 95152 - 
(408) 923-5728. (30) _____ 

SUPER MIND POWER SECRETS (Kl), Data (Stamp). MH, 
22511 Markham, Perris, CA 92370, (30) _ 

FIOHTINO.HUNTINO KNIVES: 112 Randall variations, 
Bagwell, Crawford, D’holder, Purdue, Ruana, Wilson. List 
prices. Catalog S1.0Q. Keneflck, 19 Leander, Danielson, 
CT 00239, (32) __ 

MERC FOR HIRE: Anything, anywhere If the price Is 
right. Send description to P.O. Box 5311, Falmouth, VA 
22401. (30) 

WANTED — Merc or any type work. Veteran, licensed 
pilot, skydiver, scuba diver. Ex-peace officer, will travel 
anywhere. Phone 829-4087. Grandv, 1700 Seneca St., 
buffalo, NY 14210. (30) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 magnum. 
Weight 216 lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-2), 60 
Madison Street; Geneva, NY 14456. (32) 

COLLECTING MILITARY"MEDALS? Large, Illustrated 

catalogue of United States, Nazi; worldwide — $2.00. 
Reuben E. Jenkins, P.O. Box 1359, Columbus, GA 31902. 

(31) _ 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles, rare 
pre-war films, allied documentaries and features on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, II 60629. (31) 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS and PRINCIPLES $10.95, Law 
Enforcement Guide to Firearms Silencers $3.50, 
Silencers for Hand Firearms $10.95, Firearms Silencers 
$6.60, Six Old Silencer Catalogs $3.50, How to Build 
Silencers $3,95, Quiet Killers $6.00, Silencers, Snipers 
and Assassins $17.55. Catalog $1.00. Money order only. 
Survival Books, Dept. SOF, 11106 Magnolia BivcL, North 
Hollywood, CA 91601. (213) 763-0804. IN STORE OR BY 
MAIL. (30) _ 

COLLECTING MILITARY MEDALS? United StatG3, Nazi, 
European, Oriental. Large illustrated catalogue $2.00. 
(Refundable with purchase). Reuben E Jenkins, P.O. 
Box 1359, Columbus, GA 31902. (30) __ 

FEAR NO PAIN OR INJURY! Learn G-Jo, first aid of the 
Samurai. New in America. 115 secret pressure 
points,easily mastered, takes only minutes to learn with 
our program. So effective G-Jo stops even severe pain, 
bleeding immediately. Be up and fully functioning within 
moments of injury. Also promptly relieves headaches, In¬ 
digestion, burns, stings, backaches, etc. A vital skill for 
survivafists and others far from doctors, drugs. Hun¬ 
dreds of testimonials — G-Jo really works! Complete 
program (illustrated handbook, cassette tape, newslet¬ 
ter, wallchart): $22.00. Handbook, alone: $10,50, Full 30 
day guarantee. G-Jo, Box 8G60-Z, Hollywood, FL 33024. 
(31) 
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MINI-14 Selective fire conversion plans; complete parts 
specifications and installation instructions. Only $19.95 
sent First Class! Rainier, Dept. SF, 2420 1st Ave„ No. 12, 
Seattle, WA 98121. (31) 

FREE DETAILS. Deadly fighting skills, powerful 
muscles, mind-body power secrets. Freelife, Box 1124, 
Garden Grove, CA 92642. (31) 

SUBS — Convert your Ruger 10/22 to full auto. No parts 
needed. Send $9.95 to Random, Box 2515, Columbus, 
OH 43216. (31)__ ______ _____ 

HOMEMADE MORTAR can be constructed of easily ob¬ 
tainable parts. Send $5.95 to Random, Box 2515, Colum¬ 
bus, OH 43216. (31) 

SURVIVE THE COMING CRUNCH. Send $9.95 for the 
Overkill report to Random, Box 2515, Columbus, OH 
43210, (31) __ 

USMC — Current issue camo caps. $9.95 to Random, 
Box 2515, Columbus, OH 43216. (31) 

QUARTERLY MERCENARY REGISTER - Newest news- 
letter In the profession tells How, Where and Who to ap¬ 
ply to. Subscription rates are $24.00 annually. Send to 
Random, Box 2415, Columbus, OH 43216. (31) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION Career. Learn the secrets of 
crime detection! Complete training based on California 
private investigators licensing examination. Write for 
FREE information. Shaw Investigation, P.O. Box 716M 
Provo, UT 84601 (California license No. A5235). (31) 

U.S./IRISH DUAL with active Dutch wife. Last twelve 
years Europe based In Marine charter, overland and 
photo safari including No. Africa, Mid-east, Scandinavia 
and Iron Curtain. Ex-Military Survival Officer five years, 
expertise: 6,000 hours light aviation, master sailor, heavy 
background in self-sufficiency, survival and bush ex¬ 
perience, hand guns and self-defense. Non-smokers or 
drinkers. Personable, yet low-profile. Multilingual. 
References. Seek short or long term contract to Instruct, 
operate or associate in any or all of above areas where 
professionalism is appreciated. Taylor Box 1422, Fulton, 
TX 78358. (30) ___ 

ESP WARFARE, hypmotlsm techniques. Public Rela¬ 
tions Counsel, A, John Tiger, Box A, Lucerne, CA 95458. 
(38)_______ 

MAIL DROP, mall forwarding, remali service. Extremely 
confidential. Code name, OK. Foreign, OK. S.A.S.E. P.O. 
Box 185, Orangeville, ID 83530, (31 ) ________ 

EXPLOSIVE MAKING at home. TNT, others, If you have a 
book or a formula but can't get it working, I can help. 
Send SASE, J. Balllew, Box 786, College Station, TX 
77840. _ _____ 

BOMB IRANI T-shirts. Black on white shirt with eagle. 
$6.00 postpaid. No checks. Buddy, 2710 Greenbrlar, 
Dickinson, TX 77539. 

WELL-TRAINED professional with African experience 
seeka employment. Ex-speciahForces, Airborne Ran¬ 
gers and UDT. Prefer serious, hot climates but will con¬ 
sider all offers. Brooks Enzor. Box 1083, N. Myrtle Beach, 
SC 29582. (8Q3) 249-3772. (31)_ 

ACTION, Live as It happens. Listen on a Bearcat Scan¬ 
ner, All local Law Enforcement & Fire, RR, Security. Low 
Prices. Free illustrated brochure. Code-7 Electronics, 
Dept. SI, P.O. Box 5054, Modesto, CA 95352. (31) 

KILL OR BE KILLED — train with professional expert. (14 
yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand-to-hand combat 
and self-defense. Specializing In training meres, under¬ 
cover Intelligence agents, body guards, armed forces, 
elite military teams, and personnel. Combatant use of 
garote, knife, axe, balling hooks, etc. also taught. Tough 
— no bullshit training. For details send $3 to Charles 
Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY, 

ID CARDS — Agent, officer, employee. Clip-on badge 
and Card Case types. Two colors — official appearance. 
Blank for your data. $3.00 each or send SASE for free 
samples. Also, rubber stamps to your specifications. 
Reliance, Box 4582, Stockton, CA 95204. 

CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. Most of 
you know me and my Kill Or Be Killed training programs 
In special combatlves to be the finest programs of their 
kind available. I am presently seeking and selecting in¬ 
structor trainees for Special Combatant hand-to-hand 
and self-defense training programs. No experience 
necessary to eventually operate your own branch 
school. If you are between the ages of 2140 and at an oc¬ 
cupational dead-end. due to be discharged from the 
military soon, or don’t know what road to take, and In 
good physical and mental condition, opportunities are 
“knocking at your door.” For detailed information, send 
$10.00, non-refundable to Charles Hoffman, Dept. CTP, 
64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. This may be the wisest 
$10.00 you have ever invested. 

ATTENTION SELECTLINE Catalotg Holders: Special 
CLOSEOUT on all OPINEL, WYOMING, SABATIER & 
VICTORINOX Kitchen. While they last, deduct 40%, no 
minimum! SELECTLiNE. P.O. Box 391, Pearl City, HI 
96782. 


CONFIDANT NEEDS WORK. Experienced in scuba, 
security, communications, intelligence gathering, in¬ 
vestigation. Only serious feasible contracts followed up. 
Sweat, Dixie Trl. Courts No. 12, Corinth, MS 38834. 

RUVEL & CO. U.S. Government Surplus. New G.l. M65 
Army field jackets, S, M, L, XL $41.25 ea.; New M65 liners 
$15.75; 48“ Paratroop dropcase $11.00; New G.l. hip 
holster $14.50; New G.l. pistol belts $9.50; G.l. 2Y4” gun¬ 
cleaning patches, 200/$1.50; Carbine 30-rd. Mags $4.25, 
chrome $6.10; Two 15-rd. Mags & pouch $3.55; 15-rd. 
Mags. $1.50 chrome $3.25; 4-rd hunting mags. $2.85; Ml 
carbine stock $8,50; Handguard $4.00; Sling & oiler 
$2.35; M5 Garand bayonet w/sheath $18.95; Garand 
stocks, $10.00: 1917 Enfield stocks $9.50; Handguards 
$5.00 pr.; Springfield bolts complete $6.50; Lowscope 
bent bolt bodies $5.50; G.l. Springfield straight rifle 
walnut stocks for 1903 and 1903A3 $20.00; M14 stocks 
$12.50; M14 20-rd. mags. $7.50; Ml4 ammo pouch $2.00; 
M14 cleaning tool set $7.50; New web slings for Garand, 
Springfield, $1.75; New G.l. 10 pocket cartridge belts 
$9.50; Carbine trigger housing stripped M-1 $12.00, M-2 
$15.00; Gvt. type .45 shoulder holster $8.75; M1911 .45 
auto mags $4.95 AR15 20-rd. mags. $4.00; AR15 30-rd. 
mags. $5.75 each, 7 or more $5.00 ea.; AR15 M7 Bayonet 
with Sheath $17.95; M7 Imperial manufacturer $22.50; 
M7 Colt manufacturer $40.00; AR15 nylon 20-rd. ammo 
pouch $5.00; 30-rd. pouch $6.95. Complete listings found 
in our 1980 Surplus Army-Navy Store, 64 page catalog. 
Send $1.00 (free with $5.00 order). All items very good 
unless otherwise stated. Prices, plus postage. Illinois 
residents add 6% tax. (312) 248-1922. Ruvel & Co., Dept. 
SF, 3037 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 60657. 

COLLECT "MILITARY^ MEDALS? United States, Naif” 

European, and Oriental. Large illustrated catalogue 
$2.00. (Refundable with purchase). Reuben E, Jenkins, 
P.O. Box 1359, Columbus, GA 31902. 

PARALYZER, chemical defense. Stops attackers instant¬ 
ly. Pocket size $5.50. Murphy Adventure Service, Box 
1177, Kingston, NY 12401. 

COMBAT KUNG FU — Dlmmuk, Kempo, Pakua, Taichi. 
Quick, quiet. Defensive killing techniques. One worth 
price of book containing dozens. $5.00 postpaid. Check 
or money order to Walklnshaw, P.O, Box 201, Fern Park, 
FL 32730, __ 

THOMPSON 1828 replica submachine guns. Full size, 
solid cast, walnut stocks. Legal and safe $75.00 ppd, 
Repro-Products, P.O, Box 71, Prairie View, IL 00069. (35) 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT! Survive - using secrets 
heretofore available only to elite units, special Fedsra! 
Officers, and combat maatersi THE TACTICAL SKILLS 
OF HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT (2nd Printing!) is tough, 
authentic survival lore! $7 to Bradley J. Steiner, P.O. Box 
9612, Phoenix, AZ 85068,_ __ 

NUKE THE AYATOLLAH bumper atlckers, $2,00. W, Day, 
Box: 893, Arleta, CA. 91331- 

SEAL/Specla! Forces Garrotte — the finest $16, Yawara 
Hand Stick Weapon $8. Tactics of Combat Shooting 
Manual $5, Bradley J, Steiner, P.O. Box 9612, Phoenix, 
AZ 85068. _ 

ARMY VETERAN and current Oklahoma Guardsman 
desires Iran duty with Mercenaries. Sgt. S. Johnson, 213 
S. Doty, Stillwater, OK 74074. 

U.S. ARMY RANGER Black berets, finally released from 
government stocks, all sizes available, send $13.50 ppd. 
to: A H A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

STEP BY STEP instructions shew you how to obtain 
birth certificates, drivers license, school diplomas, 
passports, credit cards, etc. Everything you need to 
completely change your identity. Not fakes or forgeries, 
all documents are real and can be verified. Same method 
the government uses. Send $5 00 cash or money order to 
M.B.S., P.O. Box 18291, Tucson, AZ 85731. (31) 

ORIGINAL GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS. These 
boots normally sell for $99.95, ours are slightly used so 
only $32.50 ppd. Quantities are limited, A.HA., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

PORTUGESE “ANGOUAhT ISSUE CAMOUFLAGE: 
Shirts $18.00, Caps $9.00, field jackets $30.00, ponchos 
$30.00. Original Issue items, new condition. A H A., P.O. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (31) 

U.S. LEAF PATTERNCAMOUFLAGE BERETS. Finally 
available the ONLY beret that matches your camo 
fatigues. See our ad pg. 67, November issue of SOF. 
Send SIZE plus $15.00 to: A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606,. 
Denver, CO 80221. 

SPECIALFORCES BERETS. Current issue with flash & 
crest. Send size, $15.50 ppd. to: A,H.A., P.O. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT doesn’t pay. Former Calif, police 
officer’s skills for sale. Educated, cosmopolitan, 
Overt/covert, short-term, one-man operations only. You 
choose method of contact. I’m expensive, but I’m good. 
Becker, P.O. Box 393, Morro Bay. CA 33442. (31) 

AIRBORNE BERETS. Late American Issue, last stocks 
available now. Send SIZE, $12.50 ppd. to: A.H.A., P.O. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
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MACHINE GUN MK il STEN: Machinist working prints of 
receiver — $5.00. Send M.O. P.O. Box 33291, Cleveland. 

OH. __________ 

KUNG-FU: Can your Chi be felt 25’ away? These exer¬ 
cises show how it can be done. Taoist internal Kung-Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. First time printed. 
You can use Chi first day you do these simple exercises. 
$0.95 per copy. Shannach, 432 South 51 W. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74127. __ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., 
New York 10022, Department 35. 

SECRETS OF NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL! Fact-filled 
book tells everything.. .Money back guarantee.. .$6.99 
.. .postpaid.. .Long Survival, 163F4, Wamego, KS 
66547. 

MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT. Gerber knives, combat 
martial arts books: For catalog send $1.00 to: WKI Mar¬ 
tial Arts Supply, 529 So. Clewell St., Fountain Hill, PA 
10015. (215) 065-0154. 

LOCKPICKING MADE EASY - The booklet, Lockpick- 
ing Made Easy, was written for the beginning locksmith. 
Unlike the expensive courses, it deals only with opening 
locks. The book comes with pick and tension tools. Send 
C.O.D. or $10.00 check or money order to Tri-Star Secur- 
ity, Box 17, Fabyan, CT 06245. (32) _ 

STATE GUN LAWS Specify state, $1.95. Federal Gun 

Law — The rare indexed edition, $2.95. Illustrated Gun 
Dealer Trainer — 6 part third edition — $4.95. All three 
manuals ONLY $0.00 ppd. MESA, Darwer 9045-F5, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

KARATE KNIVES, Survival/Rescue tools, ask about Free 
Surplus Survival Knives, collectors, supplies, catalog/in¬ 
formation $2.00: D.L.R. Knives, Box 25352, S.L.C., UT 
04125. __ 

BECOME PART-TIME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal 
Firearms License," samples, illustrations (New Edition) 
$1.95. "Gun Dealer’s Directory Of Wholesalers". 3 vital 
directories In one — $1.95. "Selected Federal Firearms 
Laws" Top authorities answer most asked questions, 
$1.95. All three booklets — Only $4,951 MESA, Drawer 
9045-FM, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

MERC EXTRAORDINAIRE — Wants hIgh riseTction in- 

corporating Christian principles. Ex-Spec 4 (Americal) 
many unusual talents; underwater knife fighting, blow- 
guns, now elite combat officer. Cpt. Joe Smith, 16 Ledo 
Court, Salisbury, Zimbabwe-Rhodesla. 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE - of firearms and~valu* 

ables! Old/new methods, plastic pipe planters, plus 
plans! New booklet $1.95 ppd. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 00477. 

WANTED: .45 Auto or Walther P-38 Auto 9mm. Can not 
spend great deal but will consider all offers. K. McKen¬ 
na, 1516 Live Oak Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

GIANT FIRECRACKERS, CHERRY BOMBS. M80s, block- 
busters, contact explosive, plans $3.00 each or all four 
$10.00. K, Ohlhauser, Box 8, Carbon, Alberta, Canada, 
TOM 0L0. 

BRASS KNUCKLES - just like the ones you lost back 
when., .but these are aluminum. Why carry the extra 
weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

PEACE-—THROUGH SUPERIOR FIREPOWER — Light 
blue T-shirt with peace emblem and flowers — words: 
Through Superior Firepower in red. The House of Shawn, 
200 Hilton Office Building, Denver, CO 80202. 

SILENT--LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND - The 

blowgun,..an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326 

NEED PRIVAC'TfOR YOUR MAIL? Use ouraddress as 

yours. Keep your true location secret. Details: B.M.D., 
Box B-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (32)_ 

“SPOOK" — the after shave lotion that's over 50% 
alcohol. Can also be used as lighter fluid, pest repellant, 
antifreeze, and fingerprint remover. Six ounce flask for 
$6.00 to ; ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

U.S. CUSTOMS — Light blue T-shirt with emblem and 
words Marijuana Inspector in dark blue. The House of 
Shawn, 200 Hilton Office Building, Denver, CO 80202. 

BLACK BAGS — soft suede pouch with drawstring 
close; 6"x3" Is Ideal for storing folding knives, postal 
magazines, and many small odds and ends. $5.00 each, 
or 2/S9.Q0, or 3/$12.50 to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, 
GA 30326. 

PISTOLEROS - magazine buffer pad kit for Colt .45 
ACP. Kit includes five die cut leather pads and “super” 
glue. $5.00 postpaid to ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. 


D.E.A. — With Drug Enforcement Administration Under¬ 
cover Agent in red and Department Emblem centered in 
blue. The House of Shawn, 200 Hilton Office Building, 
Denver, CO 00202. 

NINJA — wear the ancient oriental caligraphy symbol 
for the legendary band of warriors and assassins on a 
circular silver metal pendant. Comes complete with 
chain. Send $7.50 plus $1.00 for mailing to: Ninja, P.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: More efTec- 

tive than .38 caliber pistol. Sole agency rights now 
available to foreign representatives. (Enclose S.A.S.E.) 
Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayrie, Youngstown, OH 
44505, U.S.A. (35) __ 

C.LA. — Two styles — Staff Arlington or Instructor 
Camp Peary. Both T-shirts have the Central Intelligence 
Crest in blue with lettering in red, The House of Shawn, 
200 Hilton Office Building, Denver, CO 80202, 

FLASH PAPER! — just like your local bookie uses for 
certain messages, or your magician uses for his special 
effects. Many uses — if you’re clever.. .and careful. 
Three 8"x9“ sheets for $10.00 to; ASP, P.O. Box 10595, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

LEARN TO WRITE BAIL BONDS from home as second 
income. Details $2.00. Advance Bonds, P.O. Box 80665, 
Pensacola, FL 32505. 

COBRAY CONNOISSEURS — By special permission we 
have had the infamous Cobray trademark inset into the 
handle of the small Swiss Army Knife (pen blade, nail 
file, scissors, tweezers, and toothpick). The originals 
were made under contract to Military Armament Corp, 
and were presented to major weapons purchasers; these 
are current model reproductions of the originals. Limited 
quantities are available. $20.00 each or 3/S50.00 to: ASP, 
P.O. Box 10595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

NEW—BOOBY TRAP SURVIVAL MANUAL, of non¬ 
explosive types, as learned in Viet-Nam. Heavily Il¬ 
lustrated details of construction, uses. $4.95 ppd. C.A. 
Wood, Box 206, Batavia, OH 45103. (32) 

ADVENTURERS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leathergoods, holsters, survival aids, knives 
and ninja equipment, MAC/COBRAY/SIONICS goods for 
your profession or hobby, Send $2.00 cash (refundable) 
to; ASP. P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

PURE CHLOROFORM, from easily obtainable items. 
Rush $5.00. Lorran Information Systems, P.O. Box 
230156, Tigard, OR 97223. 

GODZI LLA’S DENTAL FLOSS - could be. But it’s better 
used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 36” of 
steel cable, guaranteed to turn heads around. $10.00 
each or 3/$25,Q0 from: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. _ 

DEFENSE PRODUCTsTnINJA KNIFE with~beFs heath 

and shoulder harness. Retail, $45. Sale $36. MORAY 
same as Ninja but has double edge. Retail $57. Sale $45. 
BOWMEN double or single edge belt buckle knifes, 
black belt, state size, Retail $34. Sale $29. GERBER MKI 
boot knife, Retail $42. Sale $36. GERBER MKII survival 
knife, Retail $50. Sale $42. PUMA boot knife, Retail $72. 
Sale $55. PARKER-FROST boot knife. Retail $25. Sale 
$19. THORTONS QUICKSILVER survival knife, Retail 
$49. Sale $40. And VINDICATOR II, Retail $48. Sale $40. 
PUSH DAGGER with sheath, Sale $13. The SKIN-DOO 
with special sheath, Retail $33. Sale $29. Add .50 per 
knife shipping. Aluminum KNUCKS 12 pair $33. 25 pair 
$55.We carry over 14 different boot knives all BELOW 
RETAIL, Illustrated catalog $1. To: PHMA, P.O. Box 
44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144. (31) 

LOCK PENETRATION/EAVESDROPPING' countermea” 

sures reports. Catalog $1, COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20014. (32) 

FREE Tool SAMPLES, SOUVEnTrS Books and many 

other items worth hundreds of dollars. Send $2.00 .to: 
Horizon, Dept. SF, P.O., Box 270, Westerville, OH 43081. 

ATTENTION COLORADO RESIDENTS: Rifles, hanch 
guns, shotguns, automatic weapons, ammo, and all 
Class III Items at 10% over dealer’s cost on most items. 
For ordering information call (3 03) 452-6784. 

CONFIDENTIAL ALASKA REMAIL. 50<c per proslamped 
letter. HOIE, 7800 DeBarr, No. 538, Anchorage, AK 99504 
(32) _ __ 

COMBAT AND IPSC SHOOTERS! Jones Extended Mag¬ 
azine Release for Colt .45 Autos. Fast release of 
magazine! Large, non-slip stainless steel, checkered 
button. Easily installed. Detachable. Instructions includ¬ 
ed. $19.95 postpaid. N.Y. residents add 7% sales tax. 
Overseas add 50c. Jim’s Flye Shoppe, R.D. No. 1, Fre- 
donia, NY 14063. 

SURVIVE FAMINE U.S./Steel Co. 16 gallon steel barrels* 
airtight excellent for weapons, food, clothing storage. 
Perfect for your underground stash $19.95 add $2.00 
shipping & handling. Excluding Alaska & Hawaii. Prairie 
Fire, 10609 Commerce Ave., Tujunga. CA 91042. (30) 


KNIFE OWNERS: STOP fumbling w/your skinny, under¬ 
sized whetstones. Our gigantic 11VV , x216"x1" INDIA- 
COMBINATION (coarse/fine) whetstone will handle ALL 
your sharpening needs. It's Norton’s finest & largest 
model. $19.95 plus $4.50 shipping. NORTON’S super 
1M313 only $95.00 plus $0.95 shipping. BOOTCLIPS now 
available! Convert your knife sheaths, holsters, am¬ 
mo/accessory pouches, etc. to BOOTCLIPS. May be 
riveted, stitched, or glued. Complete w/3 1 /?”x 1-5/0" 
leather backing. $2.95; 4V2 ounce tube H.D. Leather 
adhesive $4.95. "AES" Austrian Army COMBAT Knife. 
Highest quality/lowest priced Hollow-Handle SURVIVAL 
anywhere! $16.95. HACKMAN BUTTERFLY: Finest 
BALISONG replica available. $18.50. BRAND NEW!! 
M.H. Cole’s book III. Write for price. CUTLERY 
CATALOG: 52 pages, photo-illustrated, covering over 
200 of the world’s finest w/discounts up to 35%. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. $3.00 Airmailed. SELECTLINE, 
Box 391 SF. P.C., Hawaii 96702. INVENTORY 
CLOSEOUT!! Genuine ARMY 3-Cell flashlights $3.50: 
ANGLEHEADS $2.75: NAVY 2-Cells $2.50; BRITISH 
Engineer Bags $1.95; ENGRAVED Brass/Wood Plaques 
(5%”x3 3 /*") "When you’ve got them by the balls, their 
hearts & minds will follow." $4.95. FLEXL1TES No. 303, 
No. 306. & No. 312's, $5.75 each; LEATHER Belt Sheaths 
for folders $2.50 (give us knife size CLOSED). ADD 30% 
shipping to CLOSEOUT items only. SELECTLINE, P.O. 
Box 391, Pearl City, HI 96702. 

KNIFE FIGHTERS: "Corsican Steel", complete manual 
of exercises for knife fighters. Tips, Techniqus of 
Marseille street fighters. First time in print. $8.95. Shan¬ 
nach, 432 South 51 W. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74127. 

ADVENTURERS! Learn how to store fresh eggs for two 
years. Send $3.00 to: Valhalla Publications, Drawer 
600-E, Pinson, AL 35126. (34) _ 

FOR LEASE. "A" Team combat team experienced with 
ail forms small arms and light weapons. Qualified para 
and scuba. Instructors in hand to hand, light weapons 
and security. Only serious contracts considered. “A" 
Team, c/o Box 15427, San Diego, CA 92115. (28,30) 

SILENCERS — New! Theory and practice. How to make 
one of ordinary materials and tools. $2.95. Silence, Box 
2085, Carolina. PR 00630 (30,32) 

ACTION BOOKS FOR MEN OF ACTION. Comprehensive 
list covering self-defense, survival, knife fighting, guer¬ 
rilla warfare, guns, silencers, demolition, explosives, 
field manuals plus much more. Send $1.00 for updated 
catalog. Paladin Press, Box 1306-SFC, Boulder, CO 
80306. (28,30) 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer¬ 
tilizer. Blast dugouts, stumps, rocks. Instructions $3.00, 
also gun powder from chicken manure $2.25. DeFost, 
Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask., CANADA, S6V 5V6. 




Escape 
From Laos 


Dieter Dengier 

Remarkable story ., , calls 
to mind the Vietnam sec¬ 
tions of the film ‘The Deer 
Hunter . ” —Publishers 
Weekly 


$10.95 


Recommended reading 
... Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, February, 1980 


The author’s unprecedented escape from a 
Pathet Lao prison camp and his dramatic 
rescue made headlines around the world. 
Here is the true story of an epic struggle for 
survival. 


Order from Presidio Press, Box 3515 SF 
San Rafael, California 94903 

□ ISBN: 0-89141-076-7 $10.95 

Name _ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 

□ Payment end. or MCDVisaD AmExD 

Number_Expires __ 
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TRACK , 

LIKE AN *. 

INDIAN* 



a* Indians did it then; 

ff Border Patrol Agents do 

it now. JACK KEARNEY has 
a found thousands with his tracking 
~ skill, including smugglers, crimi¬ 
nals, and many persons lost in the 
wilderness. Now he reveals tips 
from his 19 years of tracking that 
can make you an expert. 

TRACKING: 

A Blueprint for Learning How 
by Jack Kearney 

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN 
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY 
Send check or M.O. for only 8.95 to: 

Pathways Press 4 

525 Jefree St.. Dept SF 

^ El Cajon, CA 92020 
Please include .75 mailing costs. 

[Caiii. r&5?dsni3 arid .54 Slate sax) 


WHOLESALE 

LOCKSMITH SUPPLIES 



ORDER 


your 


G 





catalog 


. jam packed with the latest tn Lockamith 
Tools. Key Machines. Key Assortments. Deadbolts, 
Foreign Car Key Blanks, complete line of Safes. 
Closed Circuit TV Systems. Alarm Systems. High 
Security Locks. Electronic Lock Card Systems. I.D, 
Cards. Technical Manuals. Code Machines, and 
much, much more 1 National's Your One-Stop 
Lockamith Supply Supermarket. Most orders 
shipped within 24 hours We welcome locksmiths, 
student locksmiths and industrial accounts To order 
National’s catalog send S5.00 (refundable alter first 
purchase of $25.00 or more). Your catalog will be 
rushed to you by first class mail) 


NATIONAL LOCKSMITH SUPPLY 
P.O. BOX 31598, DEPT. SF, DALLAS, TEXAS 75231 ' 



MILITARY GRAPHICS 

Box 9671-Dept. 3 

Baltimore, Maryland 21237 U.S.A. 

Worlds Largest Selection of Military Insignia Sportswear 


“Our 5th Year Serving the 
Fighting Man Around the World” 


All Insignia Redesigned 

Nr>. 

1. U.S. Special Forces 

2. U.S. Marine Corps Insignia 

3. British Commando 

4. U.S. Master Airborne Wings 

5. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 

6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 

7. U.S. 101st Airborne 

8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 

9. U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 

11. U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. Insignia 

12. Rhodesian Security Force 

13. British Special Air Service 

14. French Foreign Legion 

15. French Commando 


No. 

16. British Parachute Regt. 

17. British Royale Marines 

18. Waffen SS Runes 

19. SS Deaths Head 

20. Scottish-Black watch 

21. Viet-Nam—Airborne Wings 

22. U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 

23. 5th Special Forces Group 

24. 101st Air Assault 

25. Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

26. U.S. Army Ranger Insignia 

27. Special Forces—Special Operations 

28. British—Long Range Desert Group 

29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

30. Special Forces—Mike Force 
Specify Shirt Type • Color • Style • Insignia No. • Shirt Sizes, 


T-SlilHTS $7.50 
ColflTO a vQilable 
White, Blue, Tan, 
Gold, Green, Scarlet 


Larger Facilities to serve 
No. You Better 

31. Devils Brigade—Airborne 

32. 10th Special Forces Group 

33. Luftwaffe Eagle 

34. Rhodesian African Rifles 

35. Lovat Scouts—Scottish 

36. Grenadier Guards—British 

37. Royal Scots Greys—Scottish 

38. Scottish Rifles 

39. Irish Guards—British 

40. Fallschirm-Jager—Germany 

41. L.R.R.P.—Airborne 

42. 1st Cav.—Airmobile 

43. Wild Geese—Airborne 

44. Royal Scots Fusiliers 

45. R.A.F.—Pilots Wings 
Small—Medium—Large,—X-Large 

SWEATSHIRTS $10.50 
Colors A Mailable 
White, Blue, Green, 

Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


CHECK 


RING NECK - T-SHIRTS $8.50 

Style Body Color/Trim 

A. Lt. Green—Drk. Green 

B. White—Drk. Green 

C. White—Blue 

D. Gold—Black 

E. Lt. Blue—Drk. Blue 

MONEY ORDER VISA MASTER CHARGE 

•Orders outside the U.S & Canada, add 20% to prices for Air-Mail Delivery* 

•Please Allow 4-6 Weeks Delivery* 

•Credit Card Orders—Include all Numbers on Card’ 


AWARD CERTIFICATES 

* $8.00 each 3 for $15.00 * 

C-7 Special Forces—Guerrilla Warfare 
C-8 Special Forces—Weapons Expert 
C-9 Rhodesian Security Force 
C-10 U.S. Marine Corps—Weap. Expert 
C-ll U.S. Airborne—Senior 
C-12 Special Forces—Demolition Expert 

It I.AHGER ■iliLFCim_\ L'J: J%Mi:siAS A\|] PRODUCTS —ftKM> SiFOR OCR AL 


• 8x11 in Color * 

C-l U.S.M.C.—Force Recon 
C-2 U.S. Special Forces 
C-3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 

C-4 U.S. Airborne—Master 

C-5 U.S. Army Ranger 

C-6 Special Forces—Jungle Expert 


* Space for Name/Rank /Dates * 

C-13 Rhodesian—Parachute Regt. 

C-14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.—Weap. Ek|*rl 
C-15 5th Special Forces Group 
C-16 U.S. Marine Corps—Rifle Expert 
C-17 U.S. Marine Corps—Pistol Expert 
C-l8 U.S. Army—H.A.L.O, 

. .NEW ifrSfi CATALOG. 


ADVERTISER’S INDEX 


Advertiser Page 

Allen Guard Dogs . 75 

Adventure Book Club . 15 

American Mailing . 90 

American Pistol Institute . 20 

Armament Systems Products .... 20,78,85 

Atlanta Cutlery . 85 

B&M Enterprises . 74 

Best Sports Supplies . 37 

Bianchi . 32 

Bienfieid . 36 

Bill Jordan Ad .27 

Brigade Quartermaster . 17,75,80 

Brock’s Surplus . 73 

Butokukai . 85 

Caroline House . 7 

Compix . 73 

Crown Publishing . 79 

Custom Design .. 78 

Desert Publications . 23,84 

Devils Brigade . 90 

Dolans Sport . 86 
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Edens Press . 86 
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Florida Conservative Union . 75 
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K&L Shirts . 73 

Ken Hale . 90 
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The Larder Survival . 80,86 
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Military Graphics . 94 
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National Locksmith . 94 
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Normerich Arms . .75 

North American 

School of Firearms . 90 

Paladin . Back Cover 

Parallex .. 19 

Pathway Press . 94 

Periscope Publications . 70 

Phoenix Assoc . 87,88,89 

Police Science Institute . 37 

Presidio Press, . 93 

Quimtronix . 70 

RMS . 8 

Samis Dat . 76 

Search and Rescue . 18,73 

Second Chance . 23 

Shadow Systems . 77 

Silencers, Machine Guns . 87 

SOF . 79 

S. Eastern Surplus . 90 

TBN Enterprises . 21 

Tel Test . 85 

Tiffin . 6 

Unique Imports . 27 

U.S. Cavalry Store . 9 

USICorp..... . 85 

Viet American . 74 

The Venture Co . 78 

We Will Bury You . 4 

World War II Products . 75 

World Wide Publishing . 2-10,71 
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SURVIVAL POACHING 


by Ragnar Benson 


Tells the survivalist how to collect large or small numbers of wild game under any 
circumstances, using Indian secrets. The author, an old-timer with 40 years of poach¬ 
ing experience, was taught these methods early in this century by an Ojibway Indian. 
Since our country faces an uncertain future, he wanted to pass along these methods 
to you. Shows specific collection methods for deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, mink 
muskrat, trout, salmon, grouse, pheasant, ducks, and many others. A particularly 
useful chapter tells the principles of entrance, evasion, and exit. Also covers lessons 
in scouting and woodcraft, equipment, firearms selection, and ammo choices. In¬ 
cludes over 30 line drawings detailing many ingenious traps, snares, and deadfalls 
Truly a worthwhile addition to yoursurvival library Available February 1980.5Vfrx8\. 
250 pp., illus., hardcover. $12.95 


POLICE 
TACTICS IN 
ARMED 
OPERATIONS 


By StifLt. CoU* (LrMrtntM 


POLICE TACTICS IN 
I ARMED OPERATIONS 

by Colin Greenwood 
To give police and lawfully armed 
citizens a definite tactical advan¬ 
tage in "firefight” situations. Colin 
Greenwood has written this life 
I saving manual. Loaded with no- 
| nonsense, practical advice on 
weapons and equipment, firearms 
training, tactics, and much more. 

I 8V& x 11. hardcover, illus.. 320 pp. 

$19.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with 
big business, government, and 
enemies. More sophisticated and 
involved tricks are included, such 
as ones devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Over 80 sections present 
dirty tricks ranging from simple to 
elaborate in nature. 5%x 

8 1 ?. 180 pp., hardcover, $9.95 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS II: 

“The Handgun" 

by Bill Holmes 

Now available, the long awaited sequel to Hol’mes 
first book The Submachine Gun Included are two 
complete firearms designs one lor a semi or fully 
automatic pistol, the other lor a single-shot falling 
block handgun As with the first volume in this ser 
les. the author has written in a clear simple style 
and provided photos and working drawings of each 
component needed to build the two handguns 5J4 * 
8' 140 pp illus softcover $6.00 



SILENCERS FOR 
HAND FIREARMS 

by Siegfried F . Huebner 
Learn all about silencer principles, 
silencers in WW II, clandestine 
weapons, and much more from the 
world's foremost expert in firearm 
silencers, Huebner has drawn from 
extensive research at the Mauser 
works, Heckler and Koch, and the 
German Army Proving Ground to 
produce this complete and author¬ 
itative text.8’^x 11,100 pp. $9.95 



WAR STORY 

by Jim Moms 

At last, the gripping story of the 
Vietnam War is told by a former 
Green Beret as it actually hap¬ 
pened, not as reported by the 
media. Read the author’s personal 
account of the counter-guerrilla 
operations he fought in jungles of 
Vietnam — a country no longer 
free. 342 pp.. 6x9, clothbound. 

$12.95 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 8v*x 11 r hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos. 215 pp. $19.95 



HOME WORKSHOP GUNS I: 

"The Submachine Gun" 

by Bill Holmes 

Provides all the information you 
need to build a submachine gun in 
your home workshop, using 
improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing methods. Explains step-by- 
step how to build each component 
of your weapon, then heat treat 
and blue it. 5 Vi x 8V5>. 140 pp,, illus.. 
softcover. $6.00 


THE QUIET KILLERS II: 

SILENCER UPDATE 

by J. David Truby 

Explores the grim role of firearms silencers in 
society today. Not just another rehash of past works 
on silencers! The author investigates current inter¬ 
national trends in silencer construction and use, 
both legal and illegal. Rare interviews and photos, 
collected as only Dr. Truby can, detail the silent 
assassination techniques recently practiced by spe¬ 
cial agents, mob hitmen, terrorists, and others. A' 
unique and up-to-date addition to your silencer 
bookshelf. SVfr x 8 Vi, 92 pp.. illus., softcover. $6.00 



BLACK MEDICINE 

by N. Mashiro. Ph.D. 

A thorough analysis of the human 
body's vital points, and how to use 
them to your advantage during all 
types of hand-to-hand combat, 
Also includes a chapter on the 
human vital points important to 
combat handgunners Useful, fas¬ 
cinating reading, particularly for 
martial artists 5‘ x B'v, 92 pp . 
illus . softcover $8.00 


SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS 
FM 1-3B 

A revealing. detailed look at the fantastically effec¬ 
tive sniping techniques employed by the famous 
Marine snipers in Vietnam Comprehensive chapters 
include: 1 Sniper Training. 2. Sniper Equipment, 3. 
Marksmanship Training. 4 Intelligence Collection. 
5. Sniper Employment. Includes a technical discus¬ 
sion of the electro-optical Starlight Scope. Learn 
effective camouflage techniques A valuable refer¬ 
ence work for the military ordnance buff and the 
hunter 4 X 7, 270 pp 90 illustrations, softcover. 

$10.95 



Black Medicine II: 

WEAPONS AT HAND 

by N Mashiro. Ph D 
Weapons at Hand presents 112 
parts of the body that are natural 
weapons, largely because they are 
very injury resistant. Also sug¬ 
gested are more than 180 deadly 
makeshift weapons—all impro¬ 
vised from common items—that 
can save your life in a crisis. 
Illustrated with 50 action photos. 
5x 8'6, softcover. 88 pp., $8.00 


SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Sgt. Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert J. Scroggle 

This one-of-a-kind work, compiled by two Army 
ordnance experts, eliminates the mysteries, mis¬ 
conceptions and myths surrounding the effective 
use of small arms in combat. Invaluable information 
distilled from extensive tests at the home of the 
Green Berets at Ft. Bragg, N.C. 8X11, clothbound, 
120 pp.. 130 photos. S12.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES f 

• The Firearms Dictionary .$6.98 | 

• Silencers, Snipers & Assassins ...... ,$18.98 ■ 

• To Keep And Bear Arms. ...$10.98 ■ 

• Deal The First Deadly Blow . . .... $12.981 

• Do Or Die ... .$8.98 | 

J 


Not Available In CANADA 

• How To K1U, Vola. I, II, m fr IV (Bach Voluroe)$8.00 - 

The Set. . .$80.001 

• Shooting To Live .. $8.98 I 

• The Complete Book Of Knife Fighting . .. $10.98 | 
a Black Bag Owner’s Manual I: “Spookcentre” . $ 6.00. 

• The Save Your Life Defense Handbook .$8.981 

• OSS Sabotage And Demolition Manual. . $18.981 

• Principles of Personal Defense $4.001 

^CITY 


PAUUJIN PRESS 
PO Box 1307-SF-4 
Boulder, CO. 80306 

Please send me the following titles: 




Bend $1.00 
for latent 
PALADIN CATALOG! 

Catalog free with 
any order. 



Please Include $8.00 for postage and handling. 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


STATE 


ZIP 
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MERC: AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 


JAY MALLIN 

and ROBERT K. BROWN 



An eye opening account of the lives, 
ideals, and adventures of today’s 
soldiers of fortune. 

Many of them were trained as Special Forces in Vietnam. Few 
of them do it for the money. They’re idealists, romantics, 
dyed-in-the-wool adventurers. They fight in Africa, South 
America, the Far East — wherever their expertise, experience, 
and courage have a value. These are today’s “meres,” and 
now a former Time correspondent and a Vietnam veter- 
an/adventurer-turned-publisher profile these men — many of 
whom they have known personally — and the danger-fraught 
world they inhabit. Rogues and heros, soldiers and CIA agents 
— they all share a lust for adventure that drives them to danger 
and often, early death. 

JAY MALLIN is a former Time correspondent and author of 
seven books on unconventional warfare and terrorism. 
ROBERT K. BROWN was a Special Forces team leader in 
Vietnam ; he is presently the editor/publisher of the controver¬ 
sial magazine Soldier of Fortune .~ — 
Published by MacMillan 
Hardcover 

Numerous black & white and color photographs 


Each copy 



of MERC will be autographed by Robert K. Brown 


NOW! ^ NOW! ^ NOW! 

NAME _ 


ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


STATE_ _ ZIP_ 

PHONE__ __ 

If not satisfied, return books in 10 days for full return of your money. 


COMING SOON FROM PHOENIX 

MERCENARY LEADERS 
GUIDE, Vol. I 

SOF MILITARY EDITOR 
CAPT. JOHN EARLY 



This is it; the book you have been waiting for! 

There has never been a comprehensive field manual for Merc operations until 
now. Capt. John Early, who has been a professional soldier for more than 15 
years both in the uniformed conventional services and under contract, has writ¬ 
ten a reference work for the mercenary combat leader, giving pertinent data for 
organizing and leading troops in the field. 

This book is a collection of current military techniques practiced by elite air¬ 
borne commando units around the world and techniques Capt. Early developed 
and used successfully on the battlefields of Southeast Asia and Africa. 

A reference manual for those who are already combat leaders, and a how-to 
manual for those who want to lead, it’s a must for any combat library. 

Is it worth the price? How much is a successful operation worth? jjj'y 


YES! Rush Me The Following: 


□ Copies of Merc: American 

Soldiers of Fortune.$14.94 ea. 

□ Copies of Mercenary 

Leaders Guide, Vol. I.$ 7.95 ea 

Colorado residents add 3% sales tax 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Dept. SF-4 Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Add SI.00 shipping charges per order. 

Overseas orders, surface S2.00 airmail $7.00. 



by tflrr ■uhf.'i v. kh'i.fc ; 

_ 


TIIE MERCENARY 
LEADERS GUIDE 






















